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Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

INTRODUCTION TO THE HOLY PROPHETS.
THE spirit of prophecy is coëval with the promises of our redemption. The human mind is drawn of God to dwell on the cheering objects of its future hope.

A prophet is a man specially called of God, and divinely inspired to foretell future things, and to disclose others on certain occasions which are known only to the omniscient Being. But the main part of his work is to pray and preach; to reprove sin, to cherish piety, and edify the people.

The holy patriarchs were all prophets, and the sons of Noah carried the profession to every part of the earth. But while the true prophet is regarded as the best of men, the prophet in name only is despised as the lowest pest of society.

The Jewish rabbins estimate, that in a succession of years God inspired and sent to their country forty eight prophets, and seven or more, as some contend, prophetesses. Those illustrious men were known in ancient times by a name very appropriate to their profession, as is noticed by the prophet Samuel: “Aforetime in Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, he spake thus: Come, let us go to הראה ha-roeh, the seer; for he who is now called נביא nabi, a prophet, was then called a seer.” 1 Samuel 9:9. Balaam’s words coincide with this distinction. “Balaam the son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said: he hath said, who heard the words of God, who saw the vision of the Almighty.” Numbers 24:3-4. The “seer” was therefore a man who saw what no one else was allowed to see, and who knew the secrets which were revealed to no other.

The latter name, “prophet,” is said by some to be derived from noub, equivalent to produce, to germinate; and among the Arabs, to be great and elevated, a man who communicates to others the mind and will of God. The revelations communicated to those holy men, regard the present, the past, and the future; whatsoever the Word of the Lord was pleased to reveal to his servants. The finding of Saul’s asses, and our Lord’s annunciation of the death of Lazarus, were discoveries made by the spirit of prophecy.

But the idea of a prophet designates also an orator, a man of rare and incomparable eloquence; a man of courage to declare the boldest truths to sinners, and to announce the most unwelcome tidings of divine displeasure against a guilty nation; a man of purity, whom neither the wealth of princes could bribe from duty, nor their frowns deter from maintaining the rights of God. Such was the voice of Elijah to Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard, and of Samuel to Saul.

It is asserted by St. Paul, that God spake in times past to the fathers in πολυμερως diverse manners.

(1) By the Word of the Lord, the glorious Person of Christ, as noted a hundred times in the Chaldaic paraphrases, or targums of the Jews. And who can this Word be but the God of glory that appeared to the holy patriarchs?

(2) God spake by vision, while the prophet was awake.

(3) He spake by dreams in the night.

(4) By the Baith koll, or daughter of voice.

(5) By inward inspiration, in which the prophet was favoured with a divine abstraction of mind, to see as with the eyes of God, and to speak as the organ of the Holy Ghost.

(6) The Lord on some occasions was pleased to speak to man by the ministry of his holy angels, who are our “watchers” and guardians in the Lord.

But the standing mode, the grand medium of God’s speaking to the Hebrews, was by the oracle in the holy place of the tabernacle. This honour and glory of the divine presence was claimed by all nations. The temples in the dark recesses of India have been laid open to us by our learned countrymen, and by the patient investigation of missionaries. Here we find the race of Shem erecting temples, establishing oracles, and consulting their gods; for alas, they have no temple erected to HIM that made the heavens and the earth. In Japhet’s noble race of princely-looking sons, we find the druids doing in Europe what the brahmins had done in Asia. They preferred rocks and hills for temples, they erected cromlechs on three pillars, or altars for atoning sacrifices, and where human victims often completed the bloody ritual. They invoked the name of their Asas, a name analogous to the Allah of the east, or Elohim of the Hebrews. Here also their gods were consulted in times of trouble, and on all military expeditions.

The Chaldeans filled Babylon and Nineveh with their gods, of which Bel and Nebo were most in favour; gods despised and defied by the Hebrews, and laughed to scorn by their prophets. Isaiah 46:1-7. The Egyptians were the first to build temples to their gods, and were inferior to no nation in rituals and superstitions.

The Greeks followed the example of the Egyptians, in the erection of temples, and if possible more splendid in architecture. Their temples, in early times, had been honoured with sibyls, which the later pythonesses could never equal in celebrity. Having spoken of those women, Isaiah 11:6, I would here translate the words of D’ Ivignè, in his Classical Dictionary. Ed. 3. Paris, 1646.

“The sibyls were certain female prophets, filled with the divinity, and living in perpetual virginity. Their name is derived from two words, sios, Jupiter, and boulè, equivalent to counsel, being estimated as councillors of the gods, who made them the nuncios of future things both certain and true, especially with regard to the creation of the world, the final judgment, the advent, the death and ascension of the Saviour, with other mysteries of our faith. Of the decay and fall of monarchies and empires, they have spoken so luminously that their verses seem to be histories of the past, rather than predictions of the future.

“The learned M. Varro gives their number as ten.

(1) The Cumean, or Italian sibyl, who flourished in the time of Abraham, and wore a crown of gold.

(2) The Cumane. 

(3) The Persian. 

(4) The Lybian. 

(5) The Samian. 

(6) The Delphian.

(7) The Phrygian. 

(8) The Tiburtinian.

(9) The Hellespontian.

(10) The Etythreénian sibyl, of whose verses selections may be seen in St. Clement’s Stromates, book 6.

Lactantius’s Institutes, book 1., which St. Jerome quotes against Jovinian. Augustine’s City of God, book 18. chap. 13.”—The late bishop Horsley has also collected a short account of the sibyls. See on Isaiah 11, Isaiah 41:23.

Seeing that Varro, Plutarch, and many illustrious gentiles, together with a succession of christian doctors, have spoken of the sibylline verses with so much respect; and seeing the predictions so closely coincide with those of the Hebrew prophets that many have said they were borrowed; we should not lightly despise truth, though the channel in which it flows may seem unhallowed.

It is true, the Arian writers exclaim against their books as forgeries; but assertions and opinions are not proofs. The capitol of Rome was burned a hundred years before Christ, and all the books consumed. To repair the loss, learned men were sent by the senate to Sicily and Greece, who collected a thousand lines of the sibylline verses. By consequence, a forgery would be difficult. But admitting for a moment, that any misguided christian foisted any spurious lines, the extent of his fraud must have been small, and could only be injurious to the cause he wished to defend.

Returning now to the Hebrew oracle, we have a more sure word of prophecy. The Lord said to Moses, and in promises oft repeated, “In all places where I record my name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee—And I will appear unto thee in a cloud on the mercyseat; there will I meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercyseat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in command concerning the children of Israel.” Exodus 20:24; Exodus 25:22. Leviticus 16:2.

Of the manner of consulting the oracle, we know little. It was done by the high-priest alone, clothed with the ephod, and his holy garments. It is said of Joshua, and of all future princes, “He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask for him after the judgment of the Urim before the Lord. At his word shall they (the army) go out, and at his word shall they come in; he and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation.” Numbers 27:21. Now as Moses and the elders saw the God of Israel, and under his feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in its clearness; so the glory continued to shine on the precious stones in the pectoral or breastplate of the highpriest, conferring the high marks of approbation, that God was present with his people, and accepted their devotion.

Another part of the oracle was, in time of need, in cases of distress, or of high events, to ask with reverence, and receive an answer from the mercyseat, as in the defeat before Ai, when the accursed thing was in the camp. The priest asked by name what tribe—what family—what individual had done the deed; and distinct answers were given. So Achan was taken by name. It was the same when Saul was made king; and when David went up to Hebron and received the crown. Oh happy Israel! What nation had God so nigh unto them? Who was like unto them, a people saved of the Lord.

From the high and glorious oracle of Israel, we cast our regards on the succession of λογια ζωντα living oracles, whom God divinely inspired for the instruction and salvation of his people. They had no hand in their call and elevation; he drew them from the treasures of his providence, and endowed them with talents and eloquence equal to their work. Their labour, their conflicts, their perseverance proved that the Lord knew whom he had called. Of their courage and zeal, of the reprieves and grace they obtained for their country, the eulogies of posterity fail to do justice to their memory.

The manner in which the prophets were inspired is sufficiently and explicitly described in the old testament, and in the targums or paraphrases of the Jews. In twenty places of the book of Chronicles it is said, that the Word of the Lord spake to such a prophet; and that the Word of the Lord reproved such a prince by such a prophet, just as the Word of the Lord came and talked and reasoned with Jonah. It was the same Word or Angel of the Lord, that spake to Gideon in the vineyard when hiding his corn, in the time of invasion and of war.

When those holy men prophesied before the people they were usually very animated; brilliant in figures, and bold in expression. In secret converse with God, they enjoyed an abstraction of mind far surpassing what we can conceive; and their tongues were touched with the fire of the altar. They saw light in the light of the Lord. They worshipped as with the Messiah in open view, and spake in the full assurance of hope; notwithstanding some nuances which remained on futurity; for “they searched diligently what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ (or Word as above) which was in them did signify, when he testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” They handled the law with clean hands, reproved vice with a majesty purely divine, and left the radiance of an immortal hope in Christ shining bright on all their auditories.

The prophets in their political missions, the most critical part of their work, were cautious to deliver the word of the Lord, as the word of the Lord, untainted by public or private opinion. When Micaiah told Ahab that he saw all Israel as sheep scattered on the mountains, the king said, that on his return in peace he would put him to death; and the prophet rejoined, “If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me.” 1 Kings 22. Sometimes, where the case required strong credibility, the prophet gave a sign, more fully to denote the certainty of the event; as when the rod of Moses became a serpent, and when the man of God rent the altar of Bethel in presence of Jeroboam. 1 Kings 13.

Symbolical signs were frequent with the prophets, and striking marks of the forbearance of heaven with the incredulous, as when Ahijah rent the new garment of Jeroboam into twelve pieces, and gave him ten, as a pledge that he should be king over the ten tribes. 1 Kings 11:30-31. Jeremiah, to prefigure the siege of Jerusalem, carried a drawing of the city and siege through the streets; and at another time wore a yoke on his neck. Chap. 27, 28. Once we find a prophet baking cakes with dried dung, another eating his meat by weight and measure, a third walking about in a state of nudity, a fourth marrying a woman of ill fame. These singular and striking signs were intended more fully to impress a brutish people with the horrors of their impending captivity.

But the grandeur and glory of the Hebrew prophets did not appear till death had laid their heads in the dust, or martyrdom had hastened them to the tomb. They rarely lived to enjoy posthumous fame. What they said of Egypt, that she should be the basest of kingdoms;—that fishermen should spread their nets on Tyre;—that the grand squares and palaces of Nineveh should be pastures for flocks;—that Babylon should sink in her own morass;—that Zion should be plowed like a field;—and Jerusalem trodden down of the gentiles, were events which none but the eyes of God could see; and which crowned their character with laurels which never fade away. Their words, like the rock of ages, form a refuge for the church sure and strong, against all the sneers of an infidel world.

Above all, when they speak of forty circumstances of the sufferings of Christ, and enlarge on all the glory that should follow, the word of life flows from them as a fountain, to water and refresh the garden of the Lord. They illuminate the mind with truth, they warm the heart with charity, and raise the church to contemplate all the glorious objects of their future hope. Their words are brief, but brilliant; their metaphors bold, but just; their similes diversified, but luminous; and all the powers of language are sported in poetic numbers to pourtray the glories of Christ, and the exuberant blessings of his kingdom, which exceed all that the eye hath seen, or the ear hath heard.—What hope remains for modern poets to excel in sacred verse!

But despised as those prophets were by the world, it should not escape remark, that they were often consulted by princes, and consulted in times of the greatest danger, when like ordinary men they had neither vision nor revelation of the passing events. So circumstanced they owned their weakness, and gave the glory to the Lord. When Elisha was consulted on the rebellion of Moab, he called for a minstrel, and by psalmody raised his soul to heaven till the hand of the Lord came upon him, and then he foretold the gift of water to the army, and victory over their foes. 2 Kings 3.— It was the same when the Shunamite, on the death of her son, ran to Elisha, who said, Her soul is vexed, and the Lord hath hid it from me. 2 Kings 4:27. He accompanied her home, and in the act of powerful prayer the Lord restored her son to life. Thus the greatest of men needed the use of means, as much as the humblest saint.

On a retrospective view of those prophets, and on the character of their predictions which have received the seals of providence, the credence of their country, and the confidence of the church, we must own that on special occasions, mortal men were allowed to glance on the secrets of the divine prescience under the uplifted curtains which veil the future. How else could they expand their views, wide as all surrounding nations, and penetrate through a chain of causes and consequences, and declare a cloud of events, all of which were contingencies to the piercing eye of speculation. Most assuredly, none but He who understandeth our thoughts afar off, and who has the hearts of kings at his command, could have inspired the holy seers. In the overflowing of his mercy he filled them with celestial knowledge for the support of a suffering church, and for demonstration that Zion is the habitation of his glory, and the place where he delights to dwell.

But in the exuberance of thought, we must not lose our way, in drawing conclusions unworthy of a paternal and gracious God. We must not say that his foreknowledge and determinate counsel are so combined as to involve the doctrine of an absolute fate. This would be to “limit the Holy One of Israel;” this would be to fly into the arms of the stoics, who said that Jupiter himself was bound by the laws of fate. St. Paul has taught us a better way, to exclaim with a plenitude of reverence, Oh the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God; how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! Romans 11:33. God is still a God, and still a Father; the lawgiver has the law in his own power; he can add to the days of Hezekiah fifteen years; he can postpone the punishment of contrite Ahab to the reign of his son; he can shorten the days of tribulation for his elect’s sake. Yea, he can remove the mitre from Eli’s house, and drive the incorrigible sons of David from their father’s throne; nor must any promise on the contrary side be cited here in defence of crime. See Chrysostom on this subject as quoted in the notes on Jeremiah 36:3.

Here however it may be asked, I do not say wisely, If the Spirit of prophecy was so consolatory to the ancient church, why is it not extended to the present ages? We may reply that, in former ages, the gift was special, and not common. It was given with miracles, when religion was lost in Egypt. It was revived when the Hebrew prophets had to engage in contests with idolatry, and to suffer martyrdom for the truth. It was revived in the church when the ambassadors of Christ had to fight with the great red dragon, in planting christianity in the Roman empire. But now, God having spoken to us by his Son from heaven; the apostles having seen his glory and heard the voice on the mount; and St. Paul having given us epistles as it were from the third heaven, we do not need further light. Why should the course of nature be disturbed by miracles, when the gospel is its own evidence? We are all now called to be prophets, to pray and sing with the Spirit, and with the understanding. The pastor taught of God, as Erasmus says, has a fountain of eloquence in his own breast.

Let it not however be understood, that heaven has in any degree diminished its special cares of the church, or is less attentive when we cry in the day of trouble. Saurin, a popular French preacher at the Hague, has noticed in a sermon, as others had done before, that while the Dutch were struggling to shake off the Spanish yoke, when the enemy’s ships were coming up to bombard Rotterdam, the people being at prayer in the church, the tide ebbed at half flood!!

I have in my possession a letter from Mrs. Malone, of Cork, wife of captain Malone of the ninth dragoons, 1797, stating that after the French grand fleet, with two and twenty thousand troops on board, had entered Bantry Bay, and while the protestants were crying to heaven, there rose a strong north wind which drove them out to sea. Thus the Lord heard prayer, and prevented rivers of blood from being shed in Ireland. Thus also the Redeemer is ever present with the christian as with the ancient church.

JOS. SUTCLIFFE. BRIGHTON, August 21, 1834.

The Chronicle of Eusebius arranges the chronological order of the four major, and the twelve minor prophets, as under.
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-31
Isaiah 1:1. The vision. What the prophet saw with the eyes of his mind, concerning the state of Judah and Jerusalem, his ministry being chiefly confined to the kingdom of Judea.

Isaiah, the son of Amos, not the prophet Amos, but a nobleman of Judah, who had married the sister of king Amaziah, as is recorded in Zeder ôlam, a Hebrew book. He was therefore first cousin of king Azariah, whom he calls Uzziah, chap. 6. He prophesied in the reign of the four kings, Uzziah, Jothan, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, which extended to a period of more than sixty years. The Jews have a tradition, that he lived to the beginning of the reign of Manasseh, when the wicked and apostate rulers, who had utterly corrupted the young king, put him to death for opposing their idolatries. They did it under a cloke of religion, as Jezebel in procuring the death of Naboth. They charged him with blasphemy, for saying, Isaiah 6:1, “I saw the Lord;” alleging against him the words of the Lord to Moses.

“Thou canst not see my face; for there shall no man see me, and live.” Exodus 33:20. He was therefore sawn asunder with a wooden saw. It is probable that others about the same time suffered in like manner, for the apostle speaks of those martyrs in the plural number. Hebrews 11:37.

This tradition is noticed as undisputed by the christian fathers, Tertullian, Basil, and Hayman. It is also stated by Jerome, in his preface to Isaiah, who must have received the crown of martyrdom when near the hundredth year of his age.

As a prophet, his fame lives through every age of the church. He saved Jerusalem twice when the enemies had invaded the land. He saw the Messiah enthroned in the temple, and spake of his sufferings, of his glory and his kingdom, with light above all others; and on that account he is called the evangelical prophet.—His political views of providence corresponded with those of grace. He saw the wicked and bloody nations which surrounded his country melt away like the snow before the warmer sun. In vision he saw Cyrus, and called him by name; he saw the Lord drying up before him the waters of Babylon, and giving him the hidden treasures of darkness. In a word (Daniel having lived to show the king the parchments) he saw Cyrus emancipate the Jews with largesses, adding, “the Lord God hath commanded me to build him a temple in Jerusalem.”

Isaiah left many writings whose loss is much regretted by the rabbins. He wrote a chronicle of all the occurrences in the long reign of king Uzziah. 2 Chronicles 26:22. He wrote a biography of celebrated men, a work often cited by Origen. The ascension of Isaiah is named by Jerome and Epiphanius; and also another book, called the vision or apocalypse of Isaiah.

What was the time, and what the occasion, when the prophecies in the five first chapters of this book were delivered? It is replied, in the time when the young and ill-advised Ahaz had so discovered his weakness and superstition that Retzin king of Syria, and Pekah king of Samaria, united their armies to cut off the house of David, and to divide the kingdom. They slaughtered a hundred and twenty thousand of Ahaz’s army in one day, and led captive two hundred thousand women and children, which the prophet Oded persuaded them to return. Thus at a stroke, that… Ahaz lost all the growing glory of the reign of Uzziah and of Jotham. In this tremendous crisis, when the city was full of refugees, Isaiah was in every place preaching and prophesying like a flame of fire.

Isaiah 1:2. Hear, oh heavens, and give ear, oh earth. Ye heavens that have witnessed the perfidy of this guilty people; and thou, oh earth, that has nourished them with harvests and wine. The like addresses to inanimate nature are used by Moses. Deuteronomy 4:29. By David, Psalms 50:4. The prophet’s mind, full of his subject, bursts at once in effusions the most sublime.

Isaiah 1:3. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib. What, must the learned priests, doctors, and princes be reproved and instructed by the ox and the ass! Have beasts sagacity enough to abide in safe cribs and green pastures, while the Israelites leave Jehovah’s altar for the barren hills of Baal! See the like arguments in Hosea 11:4. Jeremiah 8:7.

Isaiah 1:4. Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity. The moment Ahaz ascended the throne, the idolater made a wide mouth, and shot out the tongue for joy: Isaiah 57:4. All the bad propensities of the heart were let loose, and degeneracy of morals pervaded all ranks of the nation. What proofs of original sin! The sour grapes, ate by the fathers, set the children’s teeth on edge; the degenerate vine bears degenerate fruit.

Isaiah 1:5. Why should ye be stricken any more? Wars, pestilence, famine, locusts, captivity, and ills which cannot be counted, have come upon you; yet you are the same people. The whole head is sick; the palace, the altar, the populace are all diseased. The works of the flesh, countless in number, Galatians 5:19, are breaking out in loathsome ulcers. The nation is lost, the disease is incurable; nothing but the unveiled treasures of mercy can save you from ruin and destruction. The whole heart is faint; you are astounded with guilt, and lifeless with fear.

Isaiah 1:7. Your country is desolate. The people are slain, or fled, or taken captive. The cities smoke, the mountains mourn, the vallies weep. Invaders and destroyers are alone to be seen.— “Oh my country, my country,” said a great statesman, in his last moments. Oh my country! Think of this, ye christians dwelling at ease.

Isaiah 1:8. The daughter of Zion is left as a cottage. A metropolis without a country; the whole land, once beautiful as the garden of the Lord, is now reduced to a solitary lodge.

Isaiah 1:10. Ye rulers of Sodom. The batch of prisoners put to the bar must hear the judge; the nuncio of a king must be bold to declare his master’s pleasure. A similarity in moral character to Sodom, justified a similarity in appellatives. The burning of cities was already begun.

Isaiah 1:11. To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices? Will heaven make bargains with the wicked? Will the Lord receive a gift from impure hands? Your hands are full of blood:— yesterday you were offering children to Moloch.

Isaiah 1:14. Your new moons—my soul hateth. The zodiac divided the seasons into twelve; the new moon announced fresh sacrifices the moment it was seen, with peace-offerings and music at home; festivals of sin, instead of piety. Numbers 28:11.

Isaiah 1:18. Come now, and let us reason. Let us argue. Lowth. ונוכחה venivookah. Nos increpemus, Let us rebuke ourselves. Montanus. Corrigamus, Let us correct ourselves. Castellio. The two last translators express the word better than Lowth, as calling on a guilty people to own the justice of their punishment for sin, deep as the dyes of scarlet and crimson.

The vivid colours of crimson and scarlet instruct us in the deepest stains of sin, which no frail efforts of reform can discharge. The dyes were anciently twice or oftener dipped, though now raised at once; but not in all cases. Our scarlet skins are stained first with a crimson tint by a dye of cochineal; then when dried, a solution of tin is poured over the leather, which gives the scarlet blaze. It is the same with cotton; on the second dip a solution of tin is poured into the vat. Surely then nothing but the altar of Calvary can discharge the stains of a conscience dipped in sin a thousand times. “The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all sin.” But grace does more than heal; when God takes away sin, he confers all the adornings of grace, and the beauty of holiness. He creates and cleanses, and makes the conscience white as wool.

Isaiah 1:19. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall recover from this tremendous stroke of invasion, and see golden harvests wave in the fields, and the purple clusters of grapes hang on the rocky hills. All your glory as in former days shall be restored.

Isaiah 1:21. How is the faithful city become a harlot, by idolatry. In the time of David, of Solomon, and Uzziah, it was full of judgment; righteousness dwelt in it, but now murderers.

Isaiah 1:27. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment. The second member of the metaboles of Hebrew poetry, when a doubt occurs, often determines the sense of the first. The righteousness which should redeem and restore Zion to glory was the practice of judgment, mercy, and truth; the ceasing to do evil, and learning to do well, as in Isaiah 1:26. Then thou shalt be called the city of righteousness. On the contrary, as in the verses following, the apostates to idolatry fade as the leaf, and burn as the tow with a spark.

REFLECTIONS.
What a tremendous chapter is this we have just read! What a flood of vices had suddenly inundated the land, and was followed by a reflux of divine visitations. We see a prophet fully enlightened with all the views of Jehovah, and deeply moved with pity for his bleeding country. But he sanctifies before he consoles. He runs like a flame of fire into all parts of the city; and while the people were weeping for their calamities, he directs all his energies to bring them to weep for their sins. He heals not slightly the wounds of Judah.

Minister—reader, fix your eye on this prophet. See his lips touched with a live coal from the atoning altar: Isaiah 6:6. See him emulous to convert a nation, though God had intimated that the effort was hopeless. Filled with the divine impetus as the special minister of God, he cries with a high voice, Hear, oh heavens, and give ear, oh earth. Being animated with the spirit of the venerable Moses, he addressed his country in the words of his song, which foretold their present misery. Deuteronomy 32. The whole body from the princes to the priests being corrupt, to whom could the Lord complain but to the heavens which had witnessed the crimes, and to the earth which had nourished the guilty. And who would be impartial judges but the angels who had watched, and the gentiles who had noticed the apostasy. The Lord as a father was pierced and grieved with the sin; for he had nourished and brought them up as his own children, and they had rebelled against his gracious covenant and gentle yoke. The sins of professors of religion are peculiarly provoking to God.

Israel, boasting of wisdom, and the revival of literature by Solomon, are reproached with brutish ignorance. Animals formed for labour can be trained to duty, and birds of passage know the seasons; but Israel could not discern the visitations of God in the calamities of their country. It was all chance and accident, if we may speak like the infidels of the present age; nor could they discern that God required purity of heart.

Israel is addressed as a nation totally infected with moral disease, and laden with iniquities. Ignorance and the want of piety are connected with every crime. Drunkenness and dissipation, swearing and infidelity, avarice and oppression, are all consequent on the loss of religion. When the heart is corrupted with vice, the judgment is perverted with error. The whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint. Habits of sin corrode the heart, and the wounds remain unwashed, and unmollified with the oil of grace.

The infection was hereditary. They were a seed of evil doers. The children inherited the natural depravity of their fathers, and became still more and more corrupt by practice. The haughty father destroys his children by false maxims, and trains them by example to revolt against God.

They were incorrigible; past judgments had no effect. Many of their cities were burnt by the invader, others were forsaken through fear; and Isaiah saw yet greater visitations approach. Yet there were no real repentance, no seeking of God by fasting and prayer, and no public spirit to meet the invader. Jerusalem remained as a cottage; the worshippers through want of piety and fear, came not up to keep the feasts. Had it not been therefore for the praying remnant, they had been swallowed up as Sodom and Gomorrah, having resembled those cities in wickedness.

The case being desperate the prophet applies a severe remedy, that the keen caustic might consume the corruption and touch the heart. He addresses them in the revolting appellatives of the rulers of Sodom, and people of Gomorrah. What are sinners at the bar of God; and how can habits so depraved be reformed by lenient words? He declares that their festivals, their well-fed beasts, and their devotion even in solemn assemblies, were altogether odious to the Lord, because of the impurity of their hearts, and of the hands that offered. Hence we learn, that every sinner must put away his wickedness before he presumes to approach the Lord; and that the devotion of a contrite heart is more to him than if he offered the richest of exterior gifts.

The rebukes he gives to their excesses of devotion are among the keenest strokes of his ministry. How could the offerings of men be acceptable to God, whose heart in all its exercises, and whose life in all its habits, were wholly devoted to sin. What could the import of their prayers and tears be, but solicitations for grace that they might return to their errors with the greater zest. What a portrait for our contemplation!

The Lord next endeavours by gracious promises to excite them to reformation and spiritual worship. Wash ye, make you clean; make you a new heart. Here we have the harmony of grace and will; for God will give a new heart to those who properly use his grace. And as guilt is always inclined to shun the light, and shrink from God’s tribunal, he invites them to come and reason with him; yea, even to impeach him, if they thought he had failed in his promises. He invites them to lift up their hands for pardon. Oh mercy unutterable: grace which language cannot describe! The sinner’s guilt of blood may be purged with the innocent and availing blood of Christ. Oh what riches of mercy did this prophet preach to the misguided sinners of his age; and what riches of grace did he predict to the more hardened sinners in our Saviour’s time, who brought upon themselves the blood of the Holy and Just One. Oh amazing love, burning as a victim on Calvary. May my heart melt in a flame, and return, oh my Saviour, to the arms of thy compassion, with a love stronger than death, a love which cannot offend. Lord, may I live for thee alone; for the man who refuses this grace, and rebels against thy love shall be cut off. After pardon, purity must follow, otherwise the gospel would be licentious.—”I will restore thy judges, &c.” These being prophecies of the latter-day glory, we may consider them at large at the end of the book. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-22
Isaiah 2:1. The word that Isaiah saw. In these distressing times, when the Jewish church and state were shaken to the very centre, the Messiah spoke to the prophet, and showed him the new-testament church, built on a rock; of which it is said, God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved. Psalms 46:5.

Isaiah 2:2. It shall come to pass in the last days. The days of the Messiah, as this phrase always designates. Hosea 3:5. Jeremiah 48:47. Joel 2:28. Ezekiel 38:8; Ezekiel 38:16. Daniel 10:14. The decay of judaism, on whom, says Paul, “the ends of the world are come.”—The mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills. The prophet Micah quotes the whole of this passage, with the additional circumstance, that Zion, because of the wickedness of the Jews, should be plowed like a field, Isaiah 3:12 : which synchronises the time with that of the Messiah. The rabbins in succession say, that this mountain means Jerusalem. Our Saviour, on the contrary, describes Jerusalem as a carcase for the Roman eagles. St. Paul regards the temple as vanishing away, and Jerusalem as full of blood; but adds, Jerusalem above is free, and is the mother of us all. Ye are come to mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Galatians 4:26. Hebrews 12:22. Some contend here, that the true sense of the text is, “The mountain of the house of Jehovah, shall be established THE TOP of the mountains;” equivalent to a promise, that christianity shall be the religion of the world.

Isaiah 2:3. Out of Zion shall go forth the law. The new and living law, the law of faith and love, the new covenant in all its glory. Here we ask the Jew, what other law, except the law of Christ, ever went out of Jerusalem; a law published by a new order of ministers, the servants and hand-maidens of the Lord. See more on Micah 3:4.

Isaiah 2:5. Oh house of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us look forward to those happy times, that the splendour of the Messiah’s righteousness and glory may be reflected upon us, that we may already see his day, and reckon his kingdom as near at hand. 

Isaiah 2:19. They shall go into the holes of the rocks. These words seem to imply that they shall hide their idols in holes and caverns.

REFLECTIONS.
The Jews uniformly divided the days, ages, or dispensations into three; the time of the patriarchs, the time of Moses, and the time of the Messiah. We have here therefore a most luminous prophecy, that there shall be a new temple, not on mount Moriah, but high above all hills. This temple the holy apostles have largely expounded of the christian church, built on Christ the sure foundation, and on the secondary foundation of prophets and apostles; a temple against which neither gentile kings, nor the gates of hell shall ever prevail.

We have also a prophecy of a new people being called to worship there; many nations, even the polished and barbarous heathens in every part of the earth. This is the common theme of Hebrew prophecy. Its accomplishment began when the gentiles were admitted into the christian church, and it shall be completed in the glory of the latter day. It shall be a glorious age of prayer and preaching. The spirit and the bride, yea, heaven and earth shall say, oh come, let us go up. They pledge themselves at the same time to keep the statutes and judgments which God shall teach. And whereas they formerly used to go and come; now they shall go and abide in his presence for ever.

The character of the Messiah’s kingdom is righteousness and peace. They shall beat their swords into ploughshares. So it is now in the heart, and in the church, just so far as the kingdom of Christ prevails. The spirit of piety is abhorrent of war. The church groans and travails till war shall be no more; and it is with much doubt and diffidence that she now gives the smallest sanction to war, as a rod of correction to the wicked. She is aware that salvation by prayer is better than salvation by arms. It not only raises the confidence of a nation in God, but it produces striking effects on the enemies’ heart.

The prophecy closes, as is usual on this subject, with a denunciation of judgment on all the disobedient world. On nations as rich as Britain, on the ships of Tarshish, on the pleasant pictures; it should be, on the merchandise of those pleasant or gallant ships. Then let us cease from man, and trust in God. It announces the waning of the Jewish moon, and the falling of the Roman stars, who should hide in the caverns of the mountains from the wrath of the Lamb. Revelation 6:17. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-26
Isaiah 3:1. Behold, the Lord doth take away from Jerusalem—the whole stay of bread. This threatening is understood of the Chaldean invasion in the reign of Jechoniah, and after the death of king Josiah. The prophet, as in the preseding chapter, continues to speak of future times. Habakkuk is considered as referring to the same invasion, when he says, Though the figtree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be on the vine, &c. Habakkuk 3:17.

Isaiah 3:2. The mighty man. The soldier shall be devoid of courage, the judge destitute of wisdom, the prophet hopeless, the false prophet struck dumb on seeing all his predictions of plenty, terminate in want of bread, and in a diversion of the streams of water from the city. A nation without God; a people torporized with guilt! They were then made to know the breach of God’s covenant.

Isaiah 3:4. I will give children to be their princes. The four last kings of David’s race were young men, mere boys in wisdom, and their baseness augmented the calamities of their country. See 2 Kings 24:14.

Isaiah 3:10. Say ye to the righteous. See on Ezekiel 21:3.

Isaiah 3:12. Children are their oppressors. Their rulers were children in understanding, such imbeciles as Rehoboam and Ahaz.—Women rule over them. A soft husband is often hen pecked, and often for the good of the family. Cato, in one of his satirical humours, said, Mulieres regunt nos, nos Senatum; Senatus Romam. That is, women rule over us; they rule the senate; the senate is an old wife.

Isaiah 3:14. Ye have eaten up the vineyard. The elders of Israel had taken advantage of every change in the nation to wrest the lots of land from the poor, as their own freeholds for ever. At the captivity, the jubilee was but a name: now the Lord wrested the land from the oppressors. The prophet Micah follows Isaiah in raising his voice against the oppressors, who ground the faces of the poor, and sold the needy for a pair of shoes.

Isaiah 3:16. The daughters of Zion are haughty. Women are particularly formed for maternal virtues, and to shine in all the paths of piety, like the noble Grecian ladies mentioned in the reflections on Acts 4. At present they play a high game in the fashionable world; and even religious women are seen on Saturday at the theatre, and on Sunday at the sacrament! They had better look at the daughters of Zion, dragged in a state of nudity to the markets of Babylon, as in Isaiah 3:17. An offended God has the rod in his hand; the sword, disease, and captivity, are at his command. The cholera makes the wicked fear, and all have reason to exclaim with the dying patriot, Oh my country! We have now also a powerful empire in our front. Since the peace of 1815, France, which so much excels us in population, has revived all her energies of agriculture, of commerce, of naval and military grandeur. All her seamen are registered, and ready at a moment’s command. When the wary Romans made peace with Antiochus they stipulated concerning the extent of his navy, to obviate future fears. Tradito et naves longas armamentaque earum; neve plures quam decem naves actuarias (nulla plusquam triginta remis agatur) habeto; neve monerem ex bella causa, quod ipse illaturus erit, &c.

Isaiah 3:18. Round tires like the moon. An ornament horned like the moon, a species of golden torque to support their robes. See Deuteronomy 1:28. Proverbs 1:9.

Isaiah 3:21. Nose jewels. In Holdsworth’s book of Asiatic dresses, nose jewels are not to be found; they occur in bones of white ivory in some untutored negroes of Africa, and among the Indians of the South sea. The human face being the noblest work of God, both for perfection and beauty, jewels only degrade its noble aspect. What can diamonds add to a countenance which should ever shine with the moral glory of God.

Isaiah 3:23. The glasses—polished reflectors of copper or mixed metals. Glass was not discovered till about fifty years before the birth of our Saviour.

REFLECTIONS.
During the long and peaceful reign of Uzziah, the Hebrews had improved their agriculture and commerce, and wantonly indulged themselves in luxuries, horses and carriages. The prophet therefore was led to foresee their calamities, that God would punish waste with want, pride with humiliation, and incorrigible crimes with the sword of the Chaldees. 2 Kings 24, 25. Their bribery and corruption, in obtaining places of trust and dignity, he would punish by making those rulers anxious to transfer their power to any one, that the evil might not dishonour their own name. The equity of God’s national visitations was founded on the greatness of their sin; the infidel character of their conversion, and the reigning habits of vice had long caused them to cease from blushing. They showed, as the people of Sodom, a daring affront; they gloried in the insults they had offered to modesty and conscience, and mocked both piety and vengeance.

The women, in the more fashionable circles of Jerusalem, contributed not less than men towards the ruin of their country. Their haughty airs, their wanton eyes, their mincing gait, which dispersed the perfumes in their shoes, accompanied with offensive dresses, all mark the awful stage of corruption to which they had arrived.—And who in reading this portrait can forbear thinking of the ladies in London, Paris, and in all the polished circles of Europe. Their education, their course of reading, their monthly changes of dress, their nocturnal pleasures, with their total effeminacy and dissipation, announce them to be in a situation which cannot be far distant from punishment. And how striking, how mortifying are the characters of that punishment! Instead of beauty and fine tresses of hair, there should be baldness, and a shriveled mien. Instead of Indian perfumes, there should be the effluvia of disease. Instead of fashionable dresses, there should be sackcloth. Their husbands and paramours should fall by the sword, and burning should follow beauty, when those delicate ladies, whose fingers disdained to touch domestic labour, should be compelled to work in the field. What shall mortals say of the Lord’s judgments? Our sins indeed are great; but is there no remedy? Are we glutted with wealth, and cursed with pleasure? Is there no way to check the gay and giddy crowd? Is there no gospel which can persuade, and no paternal rod which can prevent a greater destruction. Are we lost, irretrievably lost? Must we then sink with gay indifference down to everlasting fire? Oh Lord, in the midst of wrath remember mercy.—The first verse of the fourth chapter should be added here. The daughters of Zion who knew not what to do with themselves in pride and prosperity, shall not know what to do with themselves in adversity. Husbands failing because of slaughter, seven of them, a certain for an uncertain number, shall claim and beg protection from one man on the abject condition of feeding and clothing themselves. Hence it appears that polygamy, which has no foundation in nature, often originated in the great slaughter of men. Besides, they might do this not only to take away their reproach, but to protect them against being seized more dishonourably by the heathen. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-6
Isaiah 4:1. Seven women—let us be called by thy name. After a hundred and twenty thousand of Ahaz’s army had been slaughtered in one day, men were scarce. Critics generally refer this to the Babylonian captivity; but the custom is now common in India. Women of years and decency will send a present to a great man, and ask to be called by his name, and be his wives at a distance; and though they never see him, yet they are accounted as married.

Isaiah 4:2. Branch. Christ is here compared to a fruitful branch, which should be as a shadow from the sun. So he is called in several other places. Isaiah 11:1. Jeremiah 23:5. Zechariah 3:8; Zechariah 6:12. Cambyses, father of Cyrus, dreamed that a branch grew from the bosom of Mandana, his daughter-in-law, which overshadowed all Asia. Our antiquaries are agreed that the misletoe, a plant which grows on the oak, but mostly on the appletree, was a healing plant for all diseases. The druids cut it off at the time of sacrifice, and thus gave a symbol to the world, that the Messiah should be cut off for the healing of the nations. In the Gothic gospels our Saviour is often called Hæland, or the Healer.

Isaiah 4:3. He that remaineth in Jerusalem shall be called holy. Such is the current language of prophecy, to comfort the people after their return from Babylon. These are the overflowing and cheering promises of God to his faithful people. He will purify them as silver, Malachi 3:2-3 : he will be round about Zion as a wall of fire. Zechariah 2:5.

Isaiah 4:5. On every dwellingplace of mount Zion. One text best explains another. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellingplaces of Jacob. Psalms 87:2. These dwellings were the synagogues; there the Lord would meet with his people, and there his angels would assemble. In the christian sanctuary he will for ever dwell, and will overshadow his people with a cloud.

Isaiah 4:6. A covert from the storm, such as shepherds have for retreats. The church has always been a sure refuge in the time of trouble, where the sinner finds righteousness, and eternal life. 

REFLECTIONS.
In the preseding portrait we have seen Jerusalem reduced to the lowest state of distress. Where now shall the faithful look, but to the Messiah of JEHOVAH, as the Chaldee paraphrase reads. But here we have to refute those Socinians, or infidel commentators, who kiss the Lord Christ by magnifying his personal virtues, but in heart seem wishful to blot out his name from under heaven. They contend that this Branch is Ezra, or Nehemiah, because the prophecy speaks of the return of the Jews from Babylon. These were but faint and transient shadows; and why should they be called the branch of the Lord, contrary to the Chaldee? And why should Isaiah hope in man, rather than in the Lord, and magnify man as God on earth? The Branch is assuredly the Christ of God, as the scriptures attest; and the fruit of the earth seems more likely to be the accession of gentile nations to the church of God. Isaiah 11:1. Jeremiah 23:5; Jeremiah 33:15. Zechariah 3:8; Zechariah 6:12. And what a beautiful and glorious Branch is the Lord. He flourishes with eternal verdure and bloom. He is the tree of life in the paradise of God, and nourishes his people with the health of eternal life.

In the days when the Messiah shall flourish, they of spiritual Israel, of whom Israel carnal was a figure, shall on escaping the bondage of sin, have their names enrolled in the book of life. This, in the language of the new testament, everywhere implies, the being born of God, and quickened to a life of faith and holiness.

In that age Zion shall be washed by regeneration from the filth of all her sins; and the spirit of judgment and of burning, or God’s visitations on the church and the nations, shall redeem and purge the earth of blood, which implies the cessation of all war and wickedness, as foretold in the second chapter.

In the days of the Messiah we are farther informed, that the Lord would create upon every dwellingplace of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies a cloud, &c. This shows that the glory of the Hebrew sanctuary should be transferred to the christian church for ever. Thus the glory dwelt in Christ’s humanity, John 1:14; and rested on the church from the day of pentecost. Hence the tabernacles of God are with men, even with the gentiles; and he will dwell with them for ever. How glorious then is every christian assembly, for the shekinah is assuredly there. How glorious is the soul of every saint; for the Father, Son, and Spirit have promised there to abide. Now, when he says, I create on mount Zion, &c. it means that the glory of the church shall be altogether supernatural; it shall be a glory upon her from the Lord. And as there was a covering in the ancient tabernacle to defend it from the weather; so the glory of the christian Zion shall be defended from sin by a most sacred code of discipline, and from the world by an invisible arm. Clouds of angels shall attend the worship of the church, and shall be to her a covering by day, and a pillar of fire by night. The gates of hell shall never prevail against her, unless it be for a moment, for the exercise of her faith.

The church so honoured with the divine presence, shall be a shadow for the saints, a refuge for sinners, and a covert in the day of trouble. See Isaiah 28:16; Isaiah 32:2. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-30
Isaiah 5:1. My well-beloved; the Messiah, who certainly was Lord of the Vineyard, and the men of Judah were his pleasant plants. Psalms 80:14-15. Ezekiel 17:6. Hosea 10:1. Matthew 20:1-16. They were a people whom he cultivated, and with whom he delighted as a garden. To understand this vineyard of a fruitful horn is diverting enough; for a horn, like a mountain, is elevated. So Dr. Lowth, for two pages; and so Erasmus makes us merry in his battle of grammarians.

Isaiah 5:2. The choicest vine; literally, the vine of Sorek, a valley not far distant from Eshcol, from which the spies brought the large clusters and branches of the vine.—A wine-press. Mystically understood of the atoning altar, as the pleasant hill and the tower are understood of the temple.

Isaiah 5:10. A homer shall yield an ephah; just one tenth of what was sown.

Isaiah 5:11. Strong drink. The LXX, σικερα, wine made from the nuts of the date, or palmtree. See Exodus 15:27. We have this passage more at large in Amos 6:3-6. Dr. Lowth here quotes Pliny, who says that strong drink means palm wine.

Isaiah 5:14. Hell—opened her mouth, as a wide cavern. See on Psalms 9:17; Psalms 16:10.

Isaiah 5:18. That draw sin as with a cart rope. This simile is so unnatural that we suspect a mistake. The LXX, “a long rope.” This idea indicates a long continuance in wine, and long continuance in vice, which bears away and overpowers the whole force of public morals. Others say, the punishment of sin as a load on their conscience.

Isaiah 5:25. Their carcases torn in the streets, with dogs, it might seem: but the LXX more naturally say, as dung in the streets. This was fulfilled when the Chaldeans filled the streets with the slain. Ezekiel 11:6.

Isaiah 5:26. He will lift up an ensign to the nations from far; as is repeated, chap. 10:5. Ho to the Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, the staff of my indignation, &c. 

REFLECTIONS.
From this elegiac song of the vineyard, which our Saviour seemed to utter over Jerusalem, we learn that God took great delight in Israel. The temple was his palace, the people were his family, and the whole land his favourite garden. He fenced it round with a wall; yea, his cloud which awed the Egyptians, was a wall of fire which no invader could pass, unless he first gave him a commission to punish apostasy. The heavenly owner digged out the stones, removed both the Canaanites and their idols, and planted it with a choice vine. His church, his statutes and ordinances, were in the midst of them. Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Samuel, and others were flourishing branches of this church. His winepress or sacred altar was in the midst of it, and thence flowed all the reviving ministry of the holy prophets.

We have the disappointment of the divine expectation, if we may speak after the manner of men. When God looked for rich clusters, he found nothing but wild, bad, or putrid grapes, such as resembled Jeremiah’s naughty figs: Isaiah 24:2. Instead of love, there were bitterness and wrath; instead of piety, there was a contempt of his easy yoke; instead of holiness, sin of every kind abounded in the land.

As Nathan made David the judge in the case of the ewe lamb, so the Lord now makes the men of Judah judges in the case of his vineyard. How terrible then is the state of apostate and wicked men, when their own conscience shall be the first to give sentence against them. How silent, how speechless will they be at the bar of God.

This silence of the wicked farther appears from the grand question, What could have been done more to my vineyard that I have not done? Could purer statutes, could better prophets, and a happier diversity of mercies and judgments have been extended towards it? The Lord might have put the same question, before the Romans finally destroyed Jerusalem. God may put the same question to every sinner; and perhaps the day is not distant when God shall put the same question to Britain. And alas, if he take away our hedge, being revolted at our bitter fruits of sin; where will the despisers of his gospel find a refuge!

Isaiah improves the vision by calling every class of sinners to repentance. The covetous who live to augment estates, the drunkards who waste their substance, and the circles of pleasure who draw iniquity with long ropes of vanity and lies. He pressed repentance the more, for he saw hell enlarging her jaws to swallow the wicked; and he beheld the Lord beckoning to nations from afar, to come and avenge his quarrel with the sword. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-13
The excellence of the prophet’s labours during the war with Pekah and Rezin, seems to be the cause why this vision occupies but a secondary place. God gave it to console the church on the death of so great and good a king as Uzziah. It shows his divine commission to be a prophet, and with the brightest seals of his mission. Moses produced his credentials in Egypt, and Paul in addressing his epistles to the gentiles.

Isaiah 6:1. I saw also, or I then saw the LORD. The Hebrew is Adonai, as in Psalms 110:1. But bishop Lowth has collected from the critics, that in the first verse fifty one manuscripts and one printed edition, in the eighth verse forty four manuscripts and one printed edition, and in the eleventh verse fifty three manuscripts and one printed edition, for Adonai read JEHOVAH. Hence he infers that JEHOVAH is probably the true reading, as the superstitions of later Jews have apparently changed the term. Which soever of the terms be the true reading, the Godhead of Christ is hereby incontestably proved. See John 12:41.—Sitting upon a throne, after the manner of kings. Revelation 4:2; Revelation 20:11. His throne in the temple, a figure of heaven, is called his rest: Isaiah 11:10. It is also called a glorious high throne, and the place of the soles of his feet. Jeremiah 17:12. Ezekiel 43:7.

Isaiah 6:2. The seraphim, the burning ones, more fully noticed in Ezekiel 1. He makes his angels spirits, his messengers as flames of fire. Hebrews 1:7. To write seraphims is injudicious. These, it would seem, were only two in the temple, but four in Ezekiel, and in the Revelation. Here they seem to make only two choirs.

Isaiah 6:10. Make the heart of this people fat. [gross] When God foretels an event, he is said to do it, as when he said to Abraham, “I have made thee a father of many nations.” And Jacob said, “with corn and wine have I blessed him.” Isaiah’s new mission was to call the Jews to repentance, on the death of so good a king, when every family wept, as having lost a father. But the ultimate bearing of the mission regarded the final obduracy of the Jews in the rejection of their humble Messiah, as all the prophets had witnessed. The mission of Isaiah was therefore a mission of defiance, like that of Jehu to the elders of Samaria, for God knows how to talk to rebels. Pride blinded the mind of the Jews, while every evil propensity entered their hearts. Nothing would do with them but a Messiah reigning on the throne of David in Jerusalem, and a world of gentile worshippers crowding their courts with gifts and offerings to the Lord. Thus the god of this world hath blinded the minds of those who believe not. To this day the veil is on their hearts; they do not distinguish the two grand traits of prophecy, first the sufferings, and then the glory of Christ.

Isaiah 6:13. As an oak. Dr. William Stukeley, our learned antiquary, and a principal founder of the Royal Society, says here, “As an oak whose misletoe plant is alive upon it, when its leaves fall off, so the holy seed shall be like this plant. In this obscure passage, which commentators avoid, Isaiah seems to make the misletoe symbolical of the Messiah, and of christianity grafted on the Jewish stock.”

REFLECTIONS.
Truly the Lord lives, though princes die. He sitteth above the waterfloods, and reigneth king for ever. Fear not then, oh Zion, the vicissitudes of nations, for Jehovah dwells within thy palaces. The vision is one of the most glorious and important which the sacred writings exhibit. The scene opens in the temple: the veil is dropped, and heaven for a few moments stands disclosed to mortal eyes. The seraphim surround the throne, each having six wings. The upper pair, probably small, served him for a veil; for though his face shone with the image of God, and never blushed with sin, yet he dared not to look on the uncreated Messiah. The lower wings were the covering of modesty, for so the phrase to cover the feet imports; but though his walk was perfect, yet he hides his conduct as unworthy of his Lord’s regard. The other wings, large and extended, served for flight, swift as thought, at the divine behest. Now from this most glorious vision we learn the constant care of God over his church. The good old king Uzziah, after reigning fifty-two years, like our beloved sovereign, George 3., was dead. And who in wavering times could fully tell the mind of the new monarch?

We learn that a discovery of God in creation, providence and grace, should be followed by worship. In the book of Revelation every new vision is followed by new devotion: and who can see the blessed God, and not adore? Who can behold his works, or study his ways, and withhold the glory due unto his name. The discovery of the infinite Majesty on this occasion led the seraphim thrice to cry, Holy, holy, holy! This seems to import, as Ambrose observes, a discovery of the Holy Trinity. And I am the more inclined to embrace this opinion, because the praises of God are usually only doubled in Hebrew poetry. The cry therefore of holy three times is a singular deviation from their usual mode of praise.

That which attracted the attention of the seraphim was, the purity and equity of the divine judgments. All God’s perfections are worthy of praise; but as holiness characterizes his government of the nations, and forms the ground of all moral happiness, both of angels and men, it worthily attracts their praise.

While the seraphim responsive cry, it was with a voice so fervent, that the doorposts moved as they spake. Let therefore our worship be distinguished with modesty, with fear, and with fervour.

A discovery of the divine purity, and of angelic devotion, is the most likely way to convince mortals of their sin, and to shame the supineness of their worship. Woe is me, said Isaiah! If that be heaven, I have now no hope. If that be the devotion of angels, mine, and the whole congregation’s, are but hypocrisy and lies. Our lips are all unclean, as the gentile nations. Our devotion is languid. We do not say with David, Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name.

God justifies those who condemn themselves. One of the seraphs touched the prophet’s lips with a coal from the altar of atonement, and with assurance that this holy fire had purged his sin. So while Christ’s divine words sounded on the ears of the two disciples going to Emmaus, their hearts burned with holy fire. No sinner should rest without a sense of God’s love shed abroad in his heart; which sense of pardon is often accompanied with some promise softly whispered to the penitent.

This love of God shed abroad in the heart is the enkindling flame and soul of evangelical preaching. When God was graciously pleased to propose a new mission to the nation on the death of the king, Isaiah, burning like the holy apostles and apostolic men on the day of pentecost, said, here am I, send me. Ministers should never run before their call, nor delay when duty opens. And oh how pleasant is the work when done, not for filthy lucre, but from love to Christ, constraining them to cry aloud and spare not.

The ministry of heaven we see is clothed with the power and majesty of God. Ministers are the plenipotentiaries of Christ. They address the nations in the language of grace and justice, and all the perfections of God stand engaged to confirm their words. Thus when Israel rejected conversion by their prophets, God confirmed all the words of his judgments on the guilty country; and by a succession of devastations he left only a tenth part to germinate as the oak. They hardened their own hearts by wickedness, and God then hardened their hearts in justice, by withdrawing the grace which they had abused. St. Paul, citing the Septuagint, has illustrated this passage in the twenty eighth of the Acts; which clearly proves that Israel’s obduracy first proceeded from themselves, and not from the Lord. May the christian church be instructed by Israel’s errors. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-25
Isaiah 7:1. In the days of Ahaz, the second or the third year of his reign. Chapters 5. and 6. are therefore out of place.

Isaiah 7:6. Let us go up against Judah—and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal. The rabbins make him to be a relative of the reigning family in Samaria. They gave away David’s throne before they had conquered it!

Isaiah 7:8. The head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. But Jerusalem now had the Lord for her head.—Within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken. Of the accomplishment of this prophecy, no doubt is entertained. The difficulty lies in the dates. Our old English annotations read, within six and five years; that is, within eleven years. But this liberty does not agree with the Hebrew mode of writing. Dr. Lightfoot dates the sixty five years from the twenty third of Uzziah, in which year, he thinks, Isaiah began to prophesy. The opinion more generally received is, that Isaiah speaks of the second and full deportation of the ten tribes. The first was by Shalmaneser, who took Samaria in the ninth year of Hoshea, 2 Kings 18:8; and in the twenty fourth of Ahaz. The second and total carrying away was about sixty five years afterwards, when Ezarhaddon, whose captain took Manasseh when he cowardly fled to the thorns, and brought him to Babylon, which empire was probably then in league with the Assyrian. Thus Ephraim was “broken,” and denationalized.

Isaiah 7:9. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established. I speak to you by the Word of the Lord. I speak with the sign of my son in my hand. If ye will not believe, if ye fight with the allied kings in unbelief and despair, you will utterly be routed, and your country ruined.

Isaiah 7:14. Behold, a virgin shall conceive. Hebrews עלמה alma, halmah. The LXX, παρθενος, a virgin. The Chaldaic and the targums of Onkelos and of Jonathan have virgin, or damsel that has not known a man. The same Hebrew word is given to Rebekah, Genesis 24:43; “when the virgin comes to draw water.” So Psalms 68:25. “The virgins playing with timbrels,” who followed David, playing before the ark.—The name of the Son that the virgin should bear, Immanuel, God with us, is equally striking. The Holy Ghost, foreseeing what opposition would be made by unbelievers, has also described the kingdom of the virgin’s Son: Isaiah 8:8. The king of Assyria “shall fill the breadth of thy land, oh Immanuel.” The whole therefore of David’s land, overrun by the Assyrians, was the land of this Immanuel.

Now, as this text was a glorious pillar in favour of the divine and human geniture of Christ, it might easily be conceived that the Jews would do all in their power to set aside its force. Accordingly we find Justin Martyr, in his dialogues with Trypho the Jew, accusing them of falsifying both the Hebrew text and the Greek version, by translating alma, νεανισκη, “a young woman” shall conceive and bear a son, namely, the wife of king Ahaz! Truly a lost case. Why say behold? What is more common than for a young wife to have a child? We know not that Ahaz had any son, except king Hezekiah, who was already born; and of an unborn and unknown prince, why should all western Asia be called, Thy land, oh Immanuel? The Jew is completely bewildered here; he can find no such king, no such kingdom. This argument in strengthened by reference to Amos 2:7, where a young woman that had known a man is called παιδικη.

Isaiah 7:15. Butter and honey shall he eat. The food of children in Judea was rich milk, sweetened with honey, as in most other nations. This designates the divine wisdom and knowledge which were in Christ, for he had meat to eat which the world knew nothing of.

Isaiah 7:16. Before the child shall know. Meaning now Shear-jashub, whom he then held by the hand; even before he shall know to refuse evil and choose good, the land shall be desolate, by whose two kings thou art distressed. Ahaz had hired Tiglath-Pileser, the Lord’s sharp razor, who invaded Damascus and slew Rezin, 2 Kings 16:9; and previous to that time Hoshea had slain Pekah. 2 Kings 15:30. By these means Ahaz obtained some repose, but he utterly impoverished his country, and taught the Assyrians the way to Egypt, and all western Asia.

“In Dr. Blair’s tables of chronology we read, that the last deportation of the ten tribes was by Esarhaddon, who carried away the remains of the ten tribes which had been left by Tiglath-Pileser, and who planted the country with new inhabitants. Ezra 4:2. This happened in the sixty fifth year from the second year of Ahaz, as is probable for the following reasons. In the Hebrew book, Seder ôlam, and the talmudists in David Kimchi, on Ezekiel 4., say that Manasseh was carried to Babylon by the captains of the king of Assyria in the twenty second year of his reign; that is, before Christ six hundred and seventy six years.” 2 Chronicles 33:11. Dr. Jubb.
Isaiah 7:17-25. The Lord shall bring upon thee— the king of Assyria. The Messiah’s birth being foretold, and the glory of the church secured in him, the casting away of Israel is next denounced, and in figures which paralyse the heart. As a prelude to the tragedy, the Lord would hiss for the fly of Egypt, Pharaoh Necho, who should dispose of David’s throne at pleasure. Next, the bee beyond the Euphrates should sting them. The king of Assyria, the hired razor, should shave the venerable and silver locks of Judah, figures of most humiliating and piercing grief. Or as Habakkuk understood our prophet, the invaders should devour the figtree, and consume the vine; and cut off all the flocks from the fields, and the herds from the stalls. The scattered families that should be left, would have the country to themselves; their one cow, and two sheep, should yield a plentiful supply, because of the paucity of men. Oh Zion, wherewith shalt thou be comforted!

REFLECTIONS.
The idolaters in Judah had surely shot out the tongue, and rejoiced for two years, before Judah was covered with a cloud, and left bleeding and weeping. But the help of men and nations in the day of trouble is in the Lord; yea, the wicked Ahaz was helped and saved because of the remnant which the Lord had left in the land. When good Uzziah died, the Lord discovered himself high enthroned in his sanctuary; and now when apostate Ephraim and the cruel Syrian leagued against his church, he sent Isaiah to predict the safety of his people, and the destruction of both their foes. Hence we see the never-ceasing care of providence over the church, and fresh grounds for reposing unlimited confidence in the Lord.

The circumstances of this prophecy, which Isaiah delivered to Ahaz, tend very much to the credit of revelation and the help of faith. He foretold the speedy destruction of the two misguided kings, and the total annihilation of Ephraim in a period which many of them should live to see. He limited the death of the two kings by the arrival of his son at an age to distinguish good from evil, by living on substantial food; for God will not expose too much the secrets of his counsel, by always fixing the exact dates, when he would make the fall of those men a sure omen of the fall of their kingdoms. How greatly infatuated are those who meddle with God and his people. He connected the singular emancipation of Judah, now greatly weakened by preseding wars, with the redemption of the world by the Messiah. Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, who shall redeem us from sin and Satan, death and hell. Matthew 1:10. The birth of this Son should be a sign or miracle, like the sign of the prophet Jonah. He should be the woman’s seed, heavenly in his origin, and immaculate in his conception. He shall be as his name, “Immanuel,” God with us. God manifested in the flesh. The beloved Son of the Father. The Son, who is over all, God blessed for ever. The Son of God himself, sent into the world. Romans 8:3. The great God, and our Lord Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever.

How condescending is the Lord, to help the weakness of our faith. Behold he pledges himself by the death of Pekah and Rezin, and by the fall of Ephraim, that the Messiah’s kingdom shall rise, and shall break in pieces all who shall dare to conspire against it. Here wavering Judah had a double sign, that they might believe the Lord, and be established. Yea, every vestige of the desolations of the ten tribes, and the fruits of their apostasy, announced the approach and everlasting glory of the Messiah’s kingdom. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22
Isaiah 8:1. Take thee a great roll. Lowth reads, a large mirror. The Chaldaic has scripturam claram, a fair writing, which might be on a polished plate; but the Versions read as the English.

Isaiah 8:3. I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived and bare a son. There is much variation here among the critics. But the child’s name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz, that is, to hasten to the spoil, to take quickly the prey, designates the king of Assyria. The whole is a vision, for Isaiah had no such son that we know of.

Isaiah 8:6. The waters of Shiloah that go softly. The Gihon at the foot of mount Zion, 1 Kings 1:33; the great spring that flowed into the lower city. This gently flowing stream, as the Chaldaic reads, designated the kingdom of the house of David. Therefore, as they set aside the Lord from being their king, he would justly expose them to the overflowing waters of the Euphrates, and suffer the Chaldeans to rule over them. Virgil, by the like figure of a gentile government, represents the Euphrates as flowing more softly, after the Roman power was established in Asia.

Euphrates ibat jam mollior undis. ÆN. 8:726.
Isaiah 8:18. Behold I, [the Lord of Hosts] as one manuscript reads, and the children whom the Lord hath given me. If these words in any sense refer to Isaiah, they must regard him as a figure of Christ, to whom they are applied by St. Paul. Hebrews 2:13.

Isaiah 8:19. Wizards that peep and that mutter, in the dark places of the earth, as he says in Isaiah 45:19. Strabo also says, lib. 9., that the oracle in the far-famed temple of Delphos, was a hollow place, from which the voice of the pythoness was disguised. Herodotus delicately accuses those oracles of ambiguity. In opposition to these, the Lord says, “I have not spoken in secret from the beginning.” Isaiah 48:16; Isaiah 45:19. See also Exodus 28:30.

Isaiah 8:21. They shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God. We read in Revelation 16:10; Revelation 16:21, that men blasphemed God because of their pain; and again, because of the hail. At the battle of Borodina, in the year 1814, when about seventy thousand men lay dead and dying on the field, the number of Russians and French being nearly equal, an English surgeon reports, that he found wounded officers cursing their fate, and cursing their stars. The state of man is desperate, when he must die, and is resolved not to die. They are like the desperate Midianites, who cut their way through their own ranks.

REFLECTIONS.
“Let us reflect with pleasure on the care which the prophets took to prove their prophecies authentic. They did not merely speak them, and commit them to memory or tradition, but wrote them in a plain legible manner; and did it before witnesses, who probably subscribed the same, and were ready to declare upon oath that they saw the prophet write or attest it, that it might be read and appealed to in order to support the faith of the people in what they foretold. This remark tends to confirm our faith in the prophecies; and the same remark, in some measure, is applicable to the whole scripture.

There is need of great resolution not to be led away by popular panic or common errors. The prophet himself seems to have been in danger of catching the fears of the people, therefore it was that God warned him against it with a strong hand, and a considerable force on his mind. We are ready to catch the groundless terrors of others, to imitate their example, and walk in the way of the people around us. We ought to watch against this, and labour after a sober singularity; earnestly praying that God would secure us against ill examples, and preserve us in the way of holiness and peace.

A holy fear of God is the best remedy against the fear of men. 1 Peter 3:14. Sanctify the Lord of hosts in your hearts; make him your fear and your dread; give him the glory of his power, providence, and promises; reverence his universal dominion, fear his displeasure, and acquiesce in his disposals. This will keep our minds in peace, will preserve us from that fear which hath torment; and he will be our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.

Let us be thankful for the law and the testimony, and keep close to them. What is sealed up from the blinded Jews is open to us, the disciples of Christ, who have seen many of these prophecies fulfilled. Let us reverence and study the scriptures, and learn to abhor the wicked practices of those who use spells and charms, who pretend to discover secrets and tell fortunes: this is heinous wickedness, and ought never to be encouraged by any that believe in the providence and word of God. It is our duty to seek direction from him by prayer, and consult his word to conform to it in sentiment and in practice: otherwise we shall displease him, and wander in the paths of error and sin.” 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-21
Isaiah 9:1. The dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation. Dr. Lightfoot infers from this, that there was much greater affliction in the first days of her vexation. All the Versions differ very widely here, a proof of the difficulty arising from the brevity and consequent obscurity of the text. Joseph Mede refers the words to the close of the preseding chapter. When at first he lightly debased the land of Zebulon and of Naphthali, as recorded in 2 Kings 15:29; and afterwards did more grievously afflict her. But in the latter day he shall make them glorious; they shall first be visited with the beams of the gospel. “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

Isaiah 9:3. Thou hast multiplied the nation. Since they came under the Roman government, as is noticed by Josephus, the population had become very great.—Thou hast encreased their joy; they rejoice before thee, as with the joy of harvest.— LOWTH. The English reads, and not encreased the joy. So is our present Hebrew text. לא lo, not; but the margin reads לו lo; that is, joy to him. Kennicott has eleven manuscripts, and two of them ancient, which read, says Lowth, according to the Masoretic corrections of the Hebrew text, without the particle of negation.

Isaiah 9:5. Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning. Such is the difference between the wars of the Messiah, and those of belligerent kings. The people of this mighty God, like the three hundred with Gideon, or the men of Hezekiah, shall only have to go out, and burn the armour of their idolatrous foes. Thus Joshua burned the chariots of the Canaanites, Joshua 11:6; and so in the latter day, for seven months they shall burn the armour of Gog and Magog. Ezekiel 39:8-10. The weapons of our warfare are mighty through God; truth here fights against error, and virtue conquers vice. Love melts away the enmity of the human heart, turning the battle to the gate, and all the strong fortresses of the enemy are overcome.

Isaiah 9:6. Unto us a child is born, Jesus the son of Mary. Unto us a son is given, Christ the Son of God. So the holy fathers speak of the Lord’s nativity. The names of this Son are numerous as the plenitude of Deity. He is called Jehovah, Jeremiah 23:6; Jeremiah 33:16. Elohim, Psalms 110:1. Adonai, Psalms 45:7. And in this text, His name shall be called Wonderful. פלא pala, or pele, as in Montanus,—wonderful, admirable, hidden, or, it is a secret, as in 13:18. This would denote the mysterious glory of the person of Christ—the Eternal born in time! The Lord of glory lying in a manger! In offices the source of all wisdom, of all sanctity, all power; yet growing in stature, and in favour with God and man. Oh adorable mysterious name.

Counsellor. יועצ yoaits. The masoretic Jews have done what they could by punctuation to disfigure this whole passage, but the word Counsellor stands as a distinct title or name in several places; and so it is pointed in LOWTH. In this character, Christ is the wisdom of God, forming and comprehending the glorious plan of redemption, laying a counsel sure for the conversion of sinners, preparing thrones of glory for his saints, and making all the evils of life work together for good. This title is always understood of one who gives, not of one who receives counsel.

The mighty God. אל גבור El-gibbor, the strong, the prevalent, the invincible God. The word is repeatedly applied to men of gigantic strength. The Lord applies to himself a Greek name of equal force. “I am Alpha and Omega— the Almighty.” Revelation 1:8.

The everlasting Father. אבי עד Abi âd, the Father of the everlasting age. The LXX, πατηρ του μελλοντος αιωνος, the Father of the world to come. The Chaldaic reads, vir permanens in æternum Christus. Christ the prince established for ever. In rabbinical theology, the Messiah’s time, and the world to come, are synonymous phrases. It is to Christ, says the apostle, “and not to angels, that God hath put in subjection the world to come.” Hebrews 2:5. So far the Arians agree with us. But if the Messiah be the Sire of the ages to come, he is equally the Sire of ages past; for his goings forth were from [ôlam] everlasting. Micah 5:2. From the womb of the morning. Psalms 110:3. Proverbs 8:22. Every rabbi accounted orthodox, expected the Messiah, the Messiah from heaven; and such indeed is the expectation at this day, of the whole oriental world. Their prayer is, “Oh that thou wouldst rent the heavens and come down— Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion.” The shekinah, or glory on the mercyseat, was to them the Messiah. Being encouraged by the promise, Psalms 85:9; Psalms 85:11, truth shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven; their cry in the Spirit was, “Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness; let the earth open, (the gentile world) and let them bring forth salvation.” Isaiah 45:8.

The Prince of peace. The literal reading is שׂר שׁלום Sar Shalom. St. Paul understands the mediatorial glory of Christ in the sublimest sense, as on the cross reconciling all things to himself, both in heaven and in earth. The prophets regard the Messiah as contending with the rebellious gentiles, solely with a view to the introduction of universal peace, by restoring man to the image of God, and by imparting peace to the conscience, which passeth all understanding. See more on Zechariah 9:10.

Isaiah 9:7. Of the encrease of his government and peace there shall be no end. This is the current language of all the prophets, and of the whole of the new testament. He shall bruise the serpent’s head. His kingdom, the living stone cut out of the mountain without hands, shall fill the whole earth. The isles shall wait for his law, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. He will complete our redemption, vanquish our foes, restore righteousness and hope to fallen man. His love is an ever-burning flame;—why then should our love be cold to him?

Isaiah 9:8. The Lord sent a word to Jacob. Here a new chapter should begin. The words that follow contain a strong remonstrance against the ten tribes for their presumption and pride, though their attempts against Jerusalem had failed. The prophets of that age held the sentences of nations in their hands; and their words were bold, as became the heralds of heaven.

Isaiah 9:11. The Lord shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him. Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria, hired by Ahaz, came to Damascus and slew Rezin, and justly too, for making war on his unoffending neighbour. 2 Kings 16:9.

Isaiah 9:12. The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind—shall devour Israel. Thus the Lord continued his strokes till Samaria “was cut short,” and the people few in number, as the prophet had said.

Isaiah 9:20. They shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm. The flesh of his children and friends, when pressed with the horrors of famine in the siege, and all as rebels expecting to be put to the sword. Jeremiah 19:9. 

REFLECTIONS.
The birth of a prince designed to fill the throne, has ever excited the liveliest joy of a nation. They see in this infant a rising sun, a brilliant day of affluence and peace, and all that can augment the glory of the land. They see justice reigning on the bench, and truth established in society. The birth of a prince is in fact the birth of a son and heir in every house. What then must have been the joy of angels and of saints, to see the Son of God manifested in the flesh. Rejoice, ye heavens; be glad, oh earth; for the Lord hath visited and redeemed his people. Kings and prophets have waited to hail the day.

But this joy is greater, this day is brighter, because it has always opened anew in the day of trouble. It is a joy that gladdens all hearts, and disperses the darkest gloom from the church. It is the best wine to comfort Zion when sick and afflicted, the balm of Gilead that never fails to cure. When Adam was hiding in the garden, that word revived his soul, already dead with sin—the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

In like manner, when Abraham was walking in darkness, having no child, that one voice chased it all away;—Sarah shall have a son.

So to David, grieving that the pious efforts of his life, and the breathings of his soul to build a temple for the Lord, were not accepted, how cheering was the promise: I will raise up of thy seed [the Messiah] to reign as long as the sun and moon shall endure, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. This is the promise also to the church, I will give you the sure mercies of David.

To the same effect was the healing balm applied to king Hezekiah, when told that all his treasures should go to Babylon. The prophet in the next words cries out, Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith the Lord. Say to Zion, her warfare is accomplished, her Messiah is born, for faith realizes futurity. Hark! his herald is crying in the desert, prepare ye the way of the Lord. See his messengers running on the mountains, and saying to the cities of Judah, Behold your God. His strong arm shall rule for him; he shall feed his flock like a shepherd.

The prophet Micah also, swallowed up of grief to foresee the Assyrians devour the land, destroy the people, and burn the temple; yea, to see the Judge of Israel, (for he delicately avoids a painful word) smitten with a rod on the cheek-bone, was consoled, that a prince should be born in Bethlehem, whose goings forth were of old from everlasting; a prince who should ultimately banish ills, and restore to Zion the golden age of pristine innocence, glory, and joy.

And what else at this tremendous crisis could comfort Judah, when her army was slaughtered, her people captured, her cities burned, her rulers in a state of torpor. Oh daughter of Zion, wipe thine eyes, hear the prophet’s song: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Look, for thou shalt weep no more.

Now, if this first, this last, this best promise has ever cheered the church in her deepest gloom, let it be an ever-flowing fountain of joy in every heart. Let us look at troubles no more; but look to the Saviour, and walk upon the waves till we gain the peaceful shore. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-34
The first four verses, are properly a part of the preseding chapter, and contain a severe reproof of the magistrates who wrested the judgment of the poor and needy.

Isaiah 10:5. Oh Assyrian. Hebrews הוי hoi or eheu, ho. Though the LXX read here and verse first, woe; yet it is also an interjection of calling, or of reproach, as in Isaiah 1:4. Ah, sinful nation. Isaiah 55:1. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters. Jeremiah 47:6. Oh thou sword of the Lord. Thus God calls some nations to invade, while to others, ambitious of conquest, he says, I will put a hook in thy jaws. Little do those princes know that they are, as Tamerlane the great once said, the scourge of God to a guilty people.

Isaiah 10:9. Calno, a city on the Euphrates, called Calneh. Genesis 10:10. It is latterly called Ctesiphon. Charchemish was also situated on the Euphrates. 2 Chronicles 35:20. Jeremiah 46:2. The LXX render this and the following verse to much advantage. “Have I not taken the country beyond Babylon, and Calno where the tower was built; and taken Arabia, and Damascus, and Samaria? As I took these, so will I take all kingdoms. Howl, ye idols of Jerusalem, and of Samaria.” So Sennacherib spake in his pride.

Isaiah 10:17. The light of Israel. The Lord, the Holy One, as in the next words.

Isaiah 10:22. A remnant shall return: the consumption shall overflow with righteousness. Only a few of them came back from Babylon, and were afterwards converted to Christ. The consumption overflowed, because as the LXX read, the Lord would finish the account, and cut it short in righteousness.

Isaiah 10:24. Be not afraid of the Assyrian, that he should smite thee with a rod. BP. HALL.

Isaiah 10:34. Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one. After Solomon had built his summer palace in the forest of Lebanon, it became a word, it would seem, to designate the Jewish power in church and state. Rabshakeh says, By the multitude of my chariots, I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon: Isaiah 37:24. But this prophecy glances beyond the Assyrian invasion to that of the Romans, of which we have many instances in the prophets. Zechariah exclaims, Open thy doors, oh Lebanon: words understood to designate the fall of the Hebrew power by that of the Romans.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah having now prophesied a considerable time, and with little effect; the Lord also having supported the ministry of his servants, and with stretched forth arm, it was time for heaven to come to a full issue with the guilty nation. Hence this apostrophe, Ho to the Assyrian, come and avenge the quarrel of my covenant; come and glorify my prophets, as, if I may so speak, the sublime of justice, and the finishing stroke to an impenitent and infidel age. Hence if the church once begin to pray in the spirit against either men or nations, they stand on the brink, the very brink of destruction.

Great conquerors are the rod of God’s anger to punish the incorrigible: and how mysterious is providence, that a multitude of persons comparatively innocent should suffer for awhile with the wicked. Many cases of this kind we see cleared up in this life; but others remain in impervious darkness. Yet what can providence do? Must God give health and prosperity to the wicked for ever? Must he always aid them with affluence and long life till they become learned in wickedness, and refined in crimes? Shall heaven then become an accomplice in riot and criminal pleasures? Shall God give the lie to his prophets to realize the drunkard’s maxim, To-morrow shall be as to-day, and much more abundant?

As in a thunder-storm, there is generally an upper and a lower current of wind which roll an immense collection of clouds on heaps, so in the devastations of the earth, God and men act with different views. God chastised Israel for a breach of covenant, and for rejecting his prophets. But the Assyrian, having conquered as far as he pleased in the east and the north, wantonly resolved to sally forth from Nineveh, with about a million of men, to overrun all the nations of Syria, Judah not excepted, and proudly carry his banners to the banks of the Nile. He said, I will cut off nations not a few. Acting therefore from pride, avarice, and vain glory, he knew not that he was God’s scourge. Wicked men act to please themselves, but their designs are overruled for the glory of God. The pride and insolence of the Assyrian were most intolerable: it was as the axe boasting against the hewer, and as the saw against him that handleth it. Though Ahaz bought off much of the calamity by presents; yet many of the men, and the children of Judah, were carried away into captivity. 2 Chronicles 29:9. The Lord therefore hasted to inflict Isaiah’s predictions on the Assyrian. In Hezekiah’s time his army was destroyed before Jerusalem; and not long after Nineveh fell, when celebrating its victory over the revolted Medes. Thus God in one day “punished the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria.” We should receive the comfort which Isaiah gives to Judah. We should learn that great conquerors have a limited commission which they cannot pass. God by some little incident in battle, by a rainy season, or a slight tempest at sea, turns the proud conqueror as he turns the tides of the ocean. Hence we should cease from man, and stay our souls on God alone, who makes the enemy to serve his cause and instruct his people. Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one: they would cut down the timber in the siege of their numerous cities. And what then should become of the church? It is replied in the very next words. There shall be a rod out of Jesse. The Messiah should then be born, and the people gathered to him. So in Daniel 9:27. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-16
Isaiah 11:1. A rod out of the stem of Jesse. See the note on Isaiah 4:2. David’s house had been cut down by Jehu, and latterly by the invasion against Ahaz: chap. 7. Now a branch shall arise out of Jesse’s root, notwithstanding all the excisions of the sword, to overshadow the church. This the elder rabbins with one consent expound of the Messiah, though modern Jews apply the prophecy to Hezekiah. This is the way to destroy the credibility of divine revelation, for none of the glorious things that follow in this chapter, were fulfilled in Hezekiah’s days, nor in the days of any of his successors.

A branch shall grow out of his roots. נצר naitzer, a shoot, a cion. Branches do not grow from the root, but from the tree. The Chaldaic paraphrase adds, A king shall come forth of Jesse, and Messiah shall be anointed of his sons’ sons.

Isaiah 11:2. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him. It did so at the Jordan, when the Messiah was baptized; and in the sevenfold gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear, quickness of understanding. Revelation 4:5.

Isaiah 11:6. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb. The Sibyls, the Voluspa, the Poets of Greece and Rome, and of the Eastern world, have all the same sentiments as are here, with far greater force and beauty, expressed by Isaiah. It has often been said, that the sibylline prophetesses borrowed their verses from Isaiah. Since the enlargement of human knowledge, of northern antiquities and of Indian literature, this notion can no longer be maintained.

It is granted that the sibyls, or pythonesses of the heathen temples, can have no fair claims to inspiration. On the contrary, their augurs, as stated on Isaiah 41:23, were evidently the emanations of the deliberate wisdom of the rulers of the temples; or if otherwise, they spake by a diabolical influence, as the pythoness who followed Paul and Silas at Philippi. Acts 16:16-18. Yet the Cumæan sibyl, contemporary with Abraham, and Sibylla Erythræa, as cited on Psalms 50:3, ought not to be classed with the pythonesses of the gentile temples. They knew God, and were devout worshippers of the true God, according to the covenant of Noah. Their reputation has been unspotted, their persons and memory regarded as sacred by the Greeks, the Romans, and the Christians. The names of Justin Martyr, of Clemens of Alexandria, of Constantine the emperor, of Lactantius, a father of polished literature, with many others of the ancients, must have great weight in the future ages of the church.—Yet some doubts remain whether those women were really inspired, or whether they only turned the traditions of the holy patriarchs into sacred verse? Bishop Horsley, of our own times, after stating what is known of the ancient sibyls, declines giving his own opinion on this delicate point. In either case, their verses diffused among the gentiles the promise of God made to the fathers respecting the advent of Christ, the end of the world, and the terrors of a future judgment. From these scattered rays of divine truth the Pagan Poets gained their ideas of the renewal of the golden age, and sang of happier times which were coming on the world. In comparison of the Hebrew Prophets their light was darkness; but they establish the fact, that God left not himself without witness among the nations; and are collateral evidence of the truth of Revelation, from Moses down to Jesus Christ.

Virgil, in his fourth Eclogue, has given us a selection of the old Cumæan verses concerning the expected golden age, and the advent of the Prince. But he basely spoils his verse by flattering Pollio, the consul, that this Prince should be his son.

Ille Deûm vitam accipiet, Divisque videbit Permixtos heroas, et ipse videbitur illis: Pacatumque reget patriis virtutibus orbem. Eclog. 4:15.
The son shall lead the life of gods, and be By gods and heroes seen, and gods and heroes see. The jarring nations he in peace shall bind, And with paternal virtues rule mankind. DRYDEN.
In the following lines, he speaks of the subduction of ferocity from the wild beasts, and of the cessation of venom in serpents.

—— Nec magnos metuent armenta leones. Eclog. 4:22. Nor shall the lowing herds fear the great lions. Occidet et serpens, et fallax herba veneni Occidet. — Eclog. 4:24.
The serpent’s brood shall die. The sacred ground Shall weeds and pois’nous plants refuse to bear. DRYDEN.
The Poet closes this singular Eclogue with the following invocation:

Incipe, parve puer, risu cognoscere matrem: Matri longa decem tulerunt fastidia menses. Incipe, parve puer, cui non risere parentes, Nec Deus hunc mensâ, Dea nec dignata cubili est.
Begin, oh lovely boy, to recognize thy mother with a smile. Ten long months did thy mother bear thee, the child on whom parents never smiled, nor god honoured with his table, nor goddess with her bed.

Of the number of the sibyls, and the high estimation in which their mysterious books have been held in different ages of the world, a brief account has already been given in the second and third page of the Introduction to this section of the Commentary. And to this we may now add, that the objection that those books were forged, does not seem entitled to refutation, it being impossible to forge the traditions of the whole primitive world. But should we admit that the sibyl forged her books, which is no delicate compliment to the Roman senate, it is impossible to forge the Indian and the Scandinavian traditions, who hung their hopes on the Messiah. “The earnest expectation of the creation waited for the manifestation of the sons of God.” Romans 8:19.

Isaiah 11:8. Cockatrice. See on Proverbs 23:32.

Isaiah 11:11. The second time to recover the remnant of his people. It is added, from the four corners of the earth, in the next verse. The sixteenth verse compares this second gathering with that from Egypt. Though our divines with one consent understand this passage of the gathering of the Jews under the Messiah, by some Elias or great prophet, who shall persuade the Jews, as Dr. Thomas Burnet thinks, to believe in Christ. Yet I have doubts of a secular gathering to Jerusalem to any great extent,—because that city has no navigation—because the temple of Ezekiel seems too large to be built with human hands— because the last temple is to be exalted above the hills—and because the apostles, Paul and John, expound it as the temple of the christian church. Hebrews 12. Revelation 21.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah, led by the Spirit, had just painted the calamities of Israel, and in sentiments the same as Moses, when he foresaw what would follow apostasy. His soul now softened with the weight of vengeance; now the dark and long portentous cloud cleared up, and visions of the Messiah’s kingdom and glory opened. He saw the branch, or rather the shoot, grow out of the root of Jesse, whose fruit should give life to the world, and whose leaves should heal the nations. Et egredietur rex de filis Ishai, says the Chaldaic paraphrase: et Messias de filiis filiorum ejus germinabat. A king shall come from the sons of Jesse, and the Messiah shall issue from his posterity. Hence those who understand this prophecy of Hezekiah, would do well to consider that he was already born; that the epithets are too strong for any mere creature; that there was no diffusion of sacred knowledge to cover the earth, and convert the gentiles; nor was there any permanent glory, or universal gathering of the people in his day. Neither can the prophecy be understood of the gathering of the people in Judea, after Cyrus liberated the captive Hebrews; for then Jesse’s families were only governors, and the number of those who returned was small. Hence the Chaldee is assuredly right in referring this most luminous prophecy to the age of the Messiah.

The glory of his person is next described. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him; yea, it was said to John, on whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. John 1:33. The Holy Spirit without measure replenished his humanity with gifts and grace correspondent to his mission. In a moral view, both as a prince and a priest, righteousness was the girdle of his loins.

We have next the peace and happiness of his kingdom. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid. The heathens as well as the Jews expected the golden age to be restored; for they justly regarded their own wicked and bloody times as the iron age. We know not what the millennium will be till it comes; but assuredly the age of righteousness shall follow the ages of wickedness. The Messiah shall effectuate the change by vengeance on those who despise his mercy. He shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. Here the Chaldaic paraphrase describes the objects of the Lord’s wrath by their name, for the antichrist. Armillium improbum, “the wicked one,” whose body is decorated with bracelets, rings and crowns. And it is very remarkable that St. Paul should so obviously refer to the Chaldaic paraphrase, when he says, Then shall that wicked (one) be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. 2 Thessalonians 2:8. Now, there can be no permanent peace in the church, here called God’s holy mountain to distinguish it from the wild wastes of the world, till the wicked one, or in another view, the mother of harlots, so gorgeously arrayed, is destroyed. Whence come wars? Come they not of men’s lusts? We must therefore seek to fill the earth with the knowledge of God, and the hearts of men with the spirit of love, before wars can cease. Then the angry wolf and the fierce greedy lion, divested of their ferocity, shall lie down with the lamb, an emblem of that spirit of meekness and of peace which shall be diffused abroad among the inhabitants of the earth.

We have lastly the conversion of the gentiles, connected with the gathering of the Jews. This is not a partial gathering, as from Babylon, but from the face of the whole earth, and under the whole heaven, as Moses expresses himself concerning their dispersion. Deuteronomy 27:64. The names of the countries are here called by the names of the fathers who first inhabited them. Genesis 10. The Hebrews would not falsify their venerable scriptures to adopt the prevailing names of the gentiles, though this is done in the Septuagint. Cush is called Ethiopia: the islands of the sea may signify the whole of Europe: and the phrase, to fly on the shoulders of the Philistines, seems to import, that many of the Jews under the auspices of some christian power, shall return armed to their own country, and possess the land given by oath to their fathers. Destroying the tongue of the Egyptian sea, imports, according to the Septuagint, the making of its commerce desolate, which will then be diverted towards the holy land. Surely there is something in these prophecies which should keep Israel’s hope alive, and elevate the soul of the christian world to confident exertions in the Lord’s work. And according to our mode of calculating Daniel’s prophecies, the time must now be near. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-6
Isaiah 12:2. JEHOVAH is my strength. Lowth reads, Lord, as in the English; but in the Hebrew book, Sepher Ikkarim, we read, “The scriptures call the Messiah JAH or JAOH, our righteousness; indicating that he will be the mediatorial Lord, by whom we shall obtain justification, from the name; which is indeed the name of the NAME, or the essential name of God.” By the Name this author means JEHOVAH, which the Jews in their exile do not pronounce, but substitute in reading the name Adonai or Lord.

Isaiah 12:3. The wells of salvation. These are understood spiritually of the wells or fountains of the holy scriptures, and all the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. We must “draw” the water, using the means in order to drink. The figure alludes to the Hebrew custom at the feast of tabernacles, when the virgin train, dressed in white, drew water from the pool in Siloam with a golden pitcher, and sung psalms all the way to the temple, and then poured the water on the sacrifices. 1 Kings 18:33.

Isaiah 12:4. Declare his doings among the people. It appears by this that the conversion of the Jews is closely connected with the conversion of the heathen world; who will rejoice at the signal strokes of grace by which they have been brought over to the faith of Christ. The joy shall be as Paul says, like life from the dead, a joy which shall gladden the whole world.

Isaiah 12:6. Shout, thou inhabitant of Zion. That is, mount Zion, which is above, and the mother of its all; or rather, the christian church.

REFLECTIONS.
The renovated glory of the church calls for a song of loudest strains of harp and voice; a song of praise unutterably glorious, for the restoration of Zion to splendour far superior to that from which she fell. But oh how shall we, comparatively cold and indifferent spectators of Israel’s glory, adequately enter into the sentiments, and anticipate the bliss of the Hebrew church? Let us imagine that we see this nation converted from infidelity and crime, emancipated from the sentence of exile, and exulting under the wings of the Messiah, whom their fathers crucified. Let us imagine that we see the Lord betrothed to them in righteousness, and feasting them with the best wine, and redoubling his favours because of their long affliction. If the joy of a captive be great on his liberation; and the poor, on receiving their lands in the jubilee, filled the nation with the sound of trumpets and songs; what must it be when Israel’s cup shall overflow with all temporal and spiritual bliss?

A sanctified recollection of God’s anger for rejecting the humble Messiah, and a grateful sense of his restoring grace, equally contribute to heighten the joy, just as the darkness of the night seems to augment the lustre of the opening day. Thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortest me. Angels, look ye down from heaven, and study his grace and justice. Gentiles, behold from afar, and learn his righteousness. JAH JEHOVAH is my strength and my song: he is become my salvation. As all things were against me in my revolt, so now heaven and earth conspire to bless me on my return. Therefore as I provoked the Lord by unbelief, so now I will trust and not be afraid. And as I have long drank the bitter waters of exile and wickedness, so I will now draw water with joy from the wells of life, which his Spirit shall open in the sanctuary. Praise the Lord, ye gentiles, and exalt his name together, for he has done excellent things. Shout, children of Zion, for the Lord is greater now in the displays of his love in the midst of thee, than he was in the desert, and in his ancient sanctuary.

This beautiful and sublime song is highly applicable to the christian in the day of his conversion. The Lord has turned away his anger because of sin; he has turned his captivity, and brought him nigh by the blood of the cross. The Lord hath blotted out his sin, and is become his salvation. And as the Jews with a golden pitcher drew water on the feast of tabernacles, so the Messiah, whose name that pool bore, shall open wells of pardon, peace and joy in the believing soul. He then sings a new song, yea his heart sings to the Lord. He invites all around him to praise him, because of his love, his faithfulness and truth. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22
In the thirteen chapters which follow, the prophet, like a watchman, raises his voice, and denounces woes against all the surrounding nations, and finally against his own country.

Isaiah 13:1. The burden of Babylon. The LXX merely read ode or song. Isaiah puts his name to it, being fully assured of its truth. The burden of these terrific predictions was laid upon him, he must utter them in the sublimest strains of eloquence.

Isaiah 13:2. Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain. Babylon is here called a mountain, though built on a plain, because of her power. Jeremiah 51:25. Behold I am against thee, oh destroying mountain. The fourth verse adds, the noise of a multitude on the mountains, which evidently means the nations which Cyrus visited, and from whence he gathered his allies, towards the sources of the Tigris and Euphrates, where they first lifted up their banners against Babylon. A fuller account of the fall of this city we reserve for the forty fifth chapter.

Isaiah 13:10. The sun shall be darkened. A frequent figure of speech, signifying the total obscuration of a nation, whose sun should never rise again. Thus the Hebrew sun was to be darkened, Matthew 24:29; as Joel and others had foretold. St. John augured the fall of pagan Rome in similar terms. Revelation 6:12-13.

Isaiah 13:12. The golden wedge of Ophir. That is, as in the original, afri, africa, a country without cold. The Romans called it Africa. The o in Ophir is privative, as in the Saxon orphan, without father; orgild, unfind.

Isaiah 13:14. And it [the remnant, as in the LXX] shall be as a chased roe.
Isaiah 13:17. I will stir up the Medes. At that time the Medes were an inconsiderable nation, no way likely to overthrow Babylon.

Isaiah 13:20. It shall never be inhabited. The ruins of Babylon are discovered as overgrown with various trees, a wide instructive heap, where no Arab can pitch his tent, or feed his flock. The bricks dried in the sun, of which the city was built, would soften and return to clay. Truly the Hebrew prophets were divinely inspired. Had Babylon revived as Rome did, what would have become of the truth of prophecy? Babylon was cursed for a world of blood, and with a malediction which must for ever remain. What a subject for elegy, for rhetoric, for the powers of verse: what a monitress for nations!

REFLECTIONS.
Babylon the first and greatest of kingdoms, Babylon the queen of cities, here received its sentence; which sentence the prophets continued to repeat for about one hundred and sixty years before the execution, because they saw a portentous cloud constantly suspended over a proud and bloody people. The national crimes which caused her to sink in the high balances of heaven, are recited at large by Jeremiah and Daniel. Isaiah saw the armies assembling in Media, and the nations joining Cyrus in his circuitous route. They assembled from the end of heaven, Media being the remotest oriental kingdom which the Hebrews knew.

The invading army, called God’s sanctified ones, because of their divine commission, was to meet with no particular opposition. Hence, according to Xenophon’s Cyropædie, Cyrus never had one serious affair in his vast career of conquest.

The nations presently joined him: and in the battle on the plain before Babylon, the immense multitude fled to the city almost on the first onset, except a column of veteran Egyptians. The sun and moon were darkened, which figuratively implies that it was a dark and dismal day for the proud and bloody city, and that the king and his satraps should be confounded in their counsels. All hands were weak, and all hearts faint. How dreadful is the situation of the wicked, when overtaken with the visitations of heaven. They are appalled by terror of conscience, and paralized by the recollection of their crimes. When they cry, heaven mocks, because the age of mercy is past, and the grace of repentance is denied.

The fall of Babylon was to be with immense slaughter. Every one found, and not sheltered in his house, was to be thrust through. So it was for several days after the armies entered the city. Xenophon’s words imply, I think, that every one found in the palaces was put to the sword. The houses, in many cases, were forced for plunder, the little ones dashed to pieces, and the women treated with horrible indignities. Here the human heart unveiled itself on a broad scale; here rage, avarice, and every bad passion took vengeance, not on vanquished victims only, but on helpless infancy, and unprotected innocence. These are scenes which bear the nearest resemblance to hell of any which the history of man affords.—And thou, oh God, didst sit all calm in the heavens, and look on in righteous repose. Why didst thou see multitudes bleed, myriads of whom were innocent and helpless, and call thy victors thy sanctified ones? Was it because, instead of repenting, this haughty city sat as a queen, and was hardened in every crime? Was it because those very Babylonians had committed all those atrocities in Jerusalem. Lamentations 5:11, and because they had made Nineveh and so many other cities of the earth without an inhabitant? Oh yes and thy justice which had long been beclouded as to the returns of vengeance, now shone forth with spotless lustre, and all the surrounding nations applauded its equity.

The cite of proud Babylon should be accursed and made desolate. Venomous reptiles should inhabit its ruins; and the satyrs, shaggy and voracious beasts, should make their dens there. After the Medes left it, its glory faded; and when Alexander the great sought to make it a seat of his empire, which would have contradicted these prophecies, God took him away in the thirtieth year of his age. And Seleucus, fixing his residence at Seleucia, about four leagues distant, gradually drew off the inhabitants. Hence Babylon was swept with a besom of destruction; and like Sodom, a monument of God’s vengeance in its ruins, that all the cities of the earth might be instructed by its fall. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-32
Isaiah 14:1. And set them in their own land. This prediction is so correct, as appears from the books of Nehemiah and Ezra, that no man can doubt the truth of prophecy; and its literal accomplishment demonstrates the truth of divine revelation.

Isaiah 14:6. He who smote the people in wrath with a continual stroke. Nebuchadnezzar began his career by joining the Medes to overthrow Nineveh. In his twelfth year he destroyed Ecbatana, the capital of the Medes. After that he turned his arms against all the countries of western Asia, but the immortal Judith, by killing his general Holofernes, stopped the expedition for one year! He conquered all the countries from Antioch to Egypt. His strokes on the nations were “continual strokes.” Yet Tyre resisted him in a siege of thirteen years.

Isaiah 14:12. Oh Lucifer, son of the morning. The Babylonian empire was accounted the sun of the east, and her king as the morning light. He is here called Lucifer; that is, light maker. His presence, in the glory in which he was created, occasioned brightness. Such is the import of the Hebrew word hailail, from the expansion of light.

Isaiah 14:13. I will sit also upon the mount—in the sides of the north. Mount Zion, and the temple, were situate on the north side of Jerusalem. So that in his pride he said, he would fill the throne of God, and be like the Most High.

Isaiah 14:15. Thou shalt be brought down to hell, or hades, as described in Psalms 9:17; Psalms 16:10.

Isaiah 14:20. Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial. This punishment was inflicted on some idolatrous kings of Judah, who were not allowed to be buried with David. Belshazzar’s carcase was trodden underfoot, being slain at the feast by the Medes.

Isaiah 14:29. A fiery flying serpent. When Herodotus travelled in Egypt, he was shown by the priests a species of serpent preserved in their collections, which had wings, not of feathers, but something like the bat. Professor Cuvier, living in Paris, enumerates the Pterodactyli or flying lizards, tail short, neck long, muzzle elongated, and armed with sharp teeth. One of the species is the size of a thrush, and the other not larger than a bat. Vide Plin. lib. 24. c. 13.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah having foretold the sore destruction of Babylon, now consoles his captive country, who should rise by her fall, and bring back from their captivity a considerable number of the forlorn heathen as servants to do their harder work. Then follows the mystical parable, or song of reproach against Babylon. Here indeed we enter on classic ground; here the schools of Greece and Rome must yield to the schools of the Hebrew prophets. Homer, Virgil, and others, whose daring imaginations entered the abodes of Tartarus, must all concede the laurel to Isaiah. He surpasses them in the grandeur of his subjects, in the powers of satire, in the boldness of metaphor, and the beauties of diction. He had before his eyes the Nebuchadnezzar who shook off the Assyrian yoke, annihilated their empire, conquered Asia, rebuilt his capital, and having then no equal on earth, equalled himself with the MOST HIGH, and forced the east to adore his statue. He had before his eyes a Belshazzar who inherited all the power, and all the pride of his Sire. He had before his eyes this huge empire, which like the ancient tower of Babel fell by its own weight when nobody suspected danger. Instead of the tears and elegies due to innocence oppressed, he saw all the surrounding nations relieved of the iron sceptre, giving glory to retributive justice, and filled with songs of praise. He opens his song with a boldness worthy of his subjects. How has the oppressor ceased? The crimes and cruelties of the Babylonian kings are marked, to teach rulers to govern in the fear of the Lord, knowing that they are only ministers of the God of heaven, whose kingdom alone is an everlasting kingdom.

The second apostrophe seems to be to Nebuchadnezzar, though he is not mentioned by name. Hell from beneath is moved to meet thee at thy coming! All the murdered kings and princes of Asia, whose only crime was defending their country, arose from their beds of state in which they were interred, to salute him as he entered the wide gaping caverns of Tartarus; for he had been accustomed to receive homage more than human in his triumphs of honour. They ask him why he was come alone, or but with the few slaves murdered to keep their master’s company. They ask what he had done with all his power, of which he now had not a vestige left. They ask where was his pomp of purple, guards, chariots, and nobles. They ask why he had exchanged his perfumes for the worm, his music for howling, his riches for poverty, and his palace for a dungeon. But the grandest stroke of satire is levelled against his assumed divinity. Here, as though hell failed in eloquence, borrowing language for once of heaven, they exclaim, How art thou fallen from heaven, oh Lucifer, son of the morning! Thou, who but yesterday didst set up thyself above JEHOVAH the God of heaven; who didst burn his temple, and claim the worship of an empire to thy statue, how art thou cast down to the lowest abyss of hell! Thou who didst make the earth to tremble, and cities desolate, and the world a wilderness; thou who didst never open the house of thy prisoners. Know oh man, that the fetters of eternal darkness shall never be loosed from thy feet.—Ah, who can bear the irony of hell! And if this is but the entrance into the abyss, what must the dregs of the punishment be! Come then to this gloomy school ye proud, ye oppressors, ye avaricious, and ye infidels, who like this great monarch set up reason above the laws of the Most High. Here you shall learn that you are only men; and that injured innocence, and oppressed humanity are about to feast their eyes on your misery. Come hither also ye riotous and crowded theatres, who love no light but the nocturnal tapers. Here is a real tragedy, perfect in all its characters, and interesting in all its parts. All the scenes are sublime, and qualified to inform your judgment, instruct your conscience, and impress your heart; and happy is the man disposed to profit by the instruction.

From the eighteenth verse, the poem is literally applicable to Belshazzar. The kings of the earth were generally buried with funeral honour’s, and their armour laid at their side, as though they were ready to awake, and defend their country at a moment’s notice. But Belshazzar fell intoxicated, and was pierced disgracefully among the slain in the general carnage. See Daniel 5. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-9
Isaiah 15:1. The burden of Moab. Joshua had spared this nation by divine command, being, as descendants of Lot, relatives of the Hebrews. Deuteronomy 2:9. But they made no returns: Eglon king of Moab oppressed them for eighteen years. Josephus remarks, that when the affairs of the Israelites were prosperous the Moabites claimed kindred with them, but disowned them in times of adversity. Moab had now dwelt at ease from her youth; partial wars had not destroyed her cities. At length her pride, her blood, her idolatries had provoked the Lord to make her drink the bitter cup. By advice of Balaam, she had laid an insidious snare for the Hebrews, drawing them to apostasy, to feasting and dancing to her gods; for which she received a curse, Deuteronomy 23:3; and the Israelites the pestilence; for the first violators of a new law, fly in the immediate face of the legislator. She had been chastised by David for joining the conspiracy against him, as Psalms 83., and when she fell under the power of the ten tribes, and rebelled, she was again vanquished; but now she must drink the bitter cup from the Assyrian army. This was effectuated, as is not doubted, when Shalmanezer had war with the ten tribes, whose army seems to have made a circuitous route from Samaria to Moab, to Ammon, and back to Nineveh across the Euphrates.

Three years before the visitation, the burden of Moab was laid on Isaiah, to call the haughty daughter to repentance. He perfectly knew the country, and the cities, and they could not be unacquainted with his character. His addresses are clothed in the sublime of eloquence, and the boldest figures of rhetoric. Thus he boldly begins:—In the night, Ar of Moab is laid waste. This was the more terrific; the city being on the river Arnon, the Assyrians must have surprised Moab on the east. Babylon also was surprised in the night, and taken by storm.

Isaiah 15:2. Gone up to Bajith; to the house of his idol, or Baal-Meon. Isaiah would not name this idol because of its obscenity. Dibon was on a hill, but overlooked by mount Nebo. This is irony. Moab in her trouble is gone to weep and pray to gods unmoved by tears, deaf to all cries, and regardless of her blood.

Isaiah 15:4. Heshbon shall cry. This city is often named. Numbers 21:25; Numbers 32:3; Numbers 32:37. Joshua 13:17; Joshua 13:21. It was situate on a hill, and still subsists; it was visited by Burckhardt, a German traveller. It had two fishpools, whose rural beauty is noticed by Solomon. Song of Solomon 7:4.

Isaiah 15:5. The mounting up of Luhith with weeping. This city was also on a hill, which in the warmer climates is preferred for salubrity. It lay on the road to Babylon, and the farewel-views of their country caused their cries to resemble a bereft heifer of three years old.

Isaiah 15:7. The brook of the willows. This was a common name for countries watered by the river Euphrates. Prideaux. 

REFLECTIONS.—CHAP. 15, 16.
We have in these two chapters the warning voice, and subsequent elegy of our princely prophet. Grieved for the sins of Moab, he satirized her pride, but seeks at the same time to save her from ruin. And what could do it but opening her eyes to the impending storm, and pouring contempt on the helpless character of her gods.

The prophet displayed to Moab the tremendous army of the Chaldeans, overspreading the country; an army whose character was to despise every strong hold. The strokes of heaven awaken the power of conscience. The spoilers were coming against a spoiler. Their staining the waters of Dimon with blood, was to visit for the abundance of blood which Moab had shed, when she, both vile and weak, had joined Philistia and Amalek in their wars. Her pride, the proverb of nations, should be brought low. Ah, in vain, oh Moab, shalt thou go up to the house of Bajith; thy long- boasted temple of Baal-Meon. Thy gods shall be blind to thy misery, and deaf to thy cries. Thy king shall fly to the desert, thy counsellors shall be confused, thy soldiers without strength. Alas, alas, the joy of harvest and the shouts of the vintage shall he heard no more. Profit therefore by these warnings; hide thyself under Jehovah’s wings, and bow to the shadow of David’s throne.

But why does the illustrious prophet of the Hebrews talk in words so strange? Is there any thing in the tablets of universal history which can justify those sombrous discoveries? Nay; Is there any thing else in the tablets but slaughter, burning, and destruction? Are not all great conquerors like great rivers, which sometimes drown and ravage the country which they ought only to water and enrich. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14
Isaiah 16:1. Send ye the lamb—from Sela to the wilderness, to the mount of the daughter of Zion. Send the tribute of the lambs from all the towns of Moab, and seek alliance with the house of David, with whom God has now renewed his promises. This is your best wisdom, and first duty. So it is intimated in the fifth verse, for the king of Judah shall sit upon the throne in the tabernacle of David. This tribute is fully explained in 2 Kings 3:4-5, where it is said that Mesha king of Moab refused to pay the tribute, and involved his country in great distress.

Isaiah 16:14. But now the Lord hath spoken, saying, Within three years the glory of Moab, so great in population, in fortresses, in flocks and herds, shall be contemned and debased in all its multitude of people and cattle. It appears that the prophets had warned Moab prior to this final denunciation by Isaiah. And it might be that the prophet visited Moab, and gave them the warning; but if otherwise, they had it in writing.

The remnant shall be very small and feeble. Moab recovered from this visitation, but not to her former glory. She continued to encrease for a hundred and twenty years, when, five years after the fall of Jerusalem, and the burning of the temple, (at which she could not conceal her joy, Psalms 137:7) Nebuchadnezzar gave her a final overthrow, as the prophets had foretold. Amos 2:1-3. Jeremiah 48.

REFLECTIONS.—CHAP. 15, 16.
We have in these two chapters the warning voice, and subsequent elegy of our princely prophet. Grieved for the sins of Moab, he satirized her pride, but seeks at the same time to save her from ruin. And what could do it but opening her eyes to the impending storm, and pouring contempt on the helpless character of her gods.

The prophet displayed to Moab the tremendous army of the Chaldeans, overspreading the country; an army whose character was to despise every strong hold. The strokes of heaven awaken the power of conscience. The spoilers were coming against a spoiler. Their staining the waters of Dimon with blood, was to visit for the abundance of blood which Moab had shed, when she, both vile and weak, had joined Philistia and Amalek in their wars. Her pride, the proverb of nations, should be brought low. Ah, in vain, oh Moab, shalt thou go up to the house of Bajith; thy long- boasted temple of Baal-Meon. Thy gods shall be blind to thy misery, and deaf to thy cries. Thy king shall fly to the desert, thy counsellors shall be confused, thy soldiers without strength. Alas, alas, the joy of harvest and the shouts of the vintage shall he heard no more. Profit therefore by these warnings; hide thyself under Jehovah’s wings, and bow to the shadow of David’s throne.

But why does the illustrious prophet of the Hebrews talk in words so strange? Is there any thing in the tablets of universal history which can justify those sombrous discoveries? Nay; Is there any thing else in the tablets but slaughter, burning, and destruction? Are not all great conquerors like great rivers, which sometimes drown and ravage the country which they ought only to water and enrich. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-14
Isaiah 17:1. A ruinous heap. Tiglath-pileser destroyed it in the support of Ahaz, and carried away the inhabitants. 2 Kings 16:8. Yet it was afterwards rebuilt.

Isaiah 17:2. The cities of Aroer are forsaken. Aroer was a city on the banks of Arnon, near the dead sea, which belonged to the tribe of Gad. When Tiglath came up with his Chaldaic armies, he apparently divided them into two. The one burned Damascus, and then invaded Ephraim, or the ten tribes; and the southern army extended to Aroer in the land of Moab. This city, says Burckhardt, still subsists under the name of Araayr.

Isaiah 17:4. The glory of Jacob shall be made thin, indicating the reduction of the Hebrew population by civil and foreign wars. The Lord now began to cut Israel short.

Isaiah 17:9. “In that day, the cities shall be forsaken as when the Hivites and Amorites forsook them, because of the children of Israel.” Lowth.
REFLECTIONS.
King Ahaz sought help in an arm of flesh, which only helped for the present, and at an expense ruinous to his people, and eventually ruinous to all under the yoke of Babylon. Oh how much more blessed was Samuel, who in trouble called upon the Lord, and joyfully raised his Ebenezer in Mizpeh.

We see that God will punish the wicked, who help their neighbours through motives of wickedness. Woe to the multitude of many people, who make a noise like the roaring of the seas; that is, the Chaldeans, who boasted and blasphemed. We have seen the fall of their empire, as in chapters 13. and 14.

We learn also the low and distressed state of the Jews before their final overthrow: they were as a tree stripped of all its fruit, except some upper branches out of the reach of purloiners. The prophet Micah has a similar idea: woe is me, for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruit; yea, like the inferior fruit left for the poor to pick. If God be not with a man, or a nation, his glory shall fade like the verdure of the year. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-7
Isaiah 18:1. Woe to the land shadowing with wings—ranges of inaccessible mountains called the mountains of the moon, and those to the east between the Nile and the Red sea. The Nile divided amidst those mountains.

Beyond the rivers of Ethiopia; that is, the southern streams and branches of the Nile, which run into the centre of Cush or Ethiopia. We must confess that the language here is very obscure, and the innumerable glosses given to the figures of this verse, is full proof of that obscurity.

Isaiah 18:2. Vessels of bulrushes. A sort of canoes made of papyrus, and much used in navigating the Nile.

REFLECTIONS.
We learn, notwithstanding the difficulties in the language, that impenitent nations shall be visited for their sins; even the remote Ethiopians could not escape.

God will fix his rest and throne in Zion, and bring the peeled and afflicted nations to worship at his feet. Thus Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-25
Isaiah 19:4. A cruel lord. Such was Nebuchadnezzar; and after him, Cambyses, and other Persian kings. One oppression succeeded another, as illustrated in Daniel 11.

Isaiah 19:11. The princes of Zoan. This was the most ancient city of lower Egypt, as appears from its being but seven years less ancient than Hebron. Numbers 13. It is called Taneos by the LXX, and Tanes or Tanis by the Chaldee, and the ancient geographers. This is done, says Poole, by the omission of a letter. Troan is made Tanes, as Tuor or Tsur is made Tyre. It was the key of the Nile, and the capital of Tanis. Rosetta has now succeeded Zoan.

Isaiah 19:13. The princes of Noph; that is, Memphis, where the kings of Egypt were interred. Hence some would change the Hebrew letter nun for mem.
Isaiah 19:18. In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of hosts: one [of the five cities] shall be called destruction. Just the reverse is the reading of the LXX πολις ασεδεκ, the city of righteousness. Dr. Lowth reads, the city of the sun; that is, Heliopolis, עיר החרס îr ha-cheres. Lowth [of whom I would make a more frequent use, only Dr. Clarke has reprinted the whole volume of his notes on Isaiah] adds, this passage is attended with much difficulty. First, with regard to the true reading; for Onias the third being a refugee in Egypt during the captivity, built a temple at Heliopolis in imitation of that in Jerusalem, which continued till the time of Vespasian, by whose command it was destroyed. Egesippus. lib. 2. cap. 13. Now, though the present Hebrew text reads, ההרס ha-heres, which by the alteration of a single letter makes it destruction, it is conjectured by some, that the Jews out of contempt for a rival temple, falsified the reading of Isaiah. Be that as it may, Isaiah certainly never imagined that his words would be construed to favour the temple at Heliopolis, and leave the mount of God, the place he chose with fire from heaven. Still it must ever strike the reader, that the word destruction, after the prophet had spoken so many handsome things of the five cities, is very incongruous.

Isaiah 19:19. In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of Egypt. When Onias, son of Onias the highpriest, went into Egypt, favoured by the king, Ptolemy Philometor, he erected an altar to the Lord at Heliopolis, and offered burnt-offerings, alleging this text of Isaiah in defence of a conduct so unusual among the Jews.

REFLECTIONS.
Egypt was one of the most ancient kingdoms of the earth. It was first inhabited by Mizraim son of Ham or Cham, and grandson of Noah. Genesis 10. The Turks and Arabs still call it Mizir. It is usually divided into three parts; the lower or the Delta; the middle or the country above Cairo; and Thebais or upper Egypt. The river Nile waters it for six hundred miles, and makes it the most fruitful country in the world. About the 29th of June it begins to rise by the tropical rains in Abyssinia and towards the mountains of the moon, and its waters encrease for forty days, and decrease in forty days more. It sometimes rises thirty one feet, and sometimes but sixteen: twenty four feet is the medium. Our Bruce visited the Abyssinian source of the Nile, but the western and main source, which is said to be lake Nilid, near the mountains of the moon, is as yet unknown to us. Ancient Egypt was once the most flourishing kingdom in the world, and said to contain three thousand cities. Sesostris was the most celebrated of all its kings. His father, whom the learned say was Amenophis, or Memnon, trained him for conquest. All the males born on the same day he educated at court, and made them companions of his son, and captains in his army. This young prince first subdued the Arabs, then Libya, and next he reduced the Abyssinians to tribute. Not long after he marched against Jerusalem, and snatched away the riches of Solomon from the hand of Rehoboam. He carried his conquest beyond the Ganges, and even to the north of Asia as far as the Scythians. After a career of conquests for nine years Sesostris returned to Egypt loaded with spoil, and his chariot drawn by captive kings. But Egypt afterwards fell, never to rise to its former glory. Thus the sacred writings mark the sentence of heaven against a faithless nation.

The calamities here predicted against Egypt are six in number.

(1) Civil commotions. I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: Isaiah 19:2. This was fulfilled after the death of Sethon; or after Sennacherib’s invasion proved abortive, when twelve tyrants divided the kingdom, and often fought one against another. Psammiticus subdued his eleven rivals, and reigned in all fifty four years. 

(2) Confusion of counsel was another calamity predicted against Egypt: Isaiah 19:14. When God is about to punish a nation, he apparently commissions his angels to baffle the wisest counsellors, and deceive the most experienced generals. Whereas on the contrary, the invader succeeds in his measures, and even beyond his expectations.

(3) Famine was another scourge. The Lord would deny the periodical rains, which would occasion the brooks and canals to dry up, and the fish to die; and the Egyptians, not eating many of the animals of which we eat, would be driven to extreme want: Isaiah 19:5-8.

(4) Another plague was the almost total loss of trade. The starving weavers and manufacturers were confounded: Isaiah 19:9. The want of bread, and the want of work, are the heaviest of visitations on the poor.

(5) Imbecility was the character of their kings. They advised and retracted; they gave orders, and countermanded them again: Isaiah 19:11. The government was characterized by weakness of council, and indecision of conduct. Jerome reads Isaiah 19:11, Stulti principes Taneos, sapientes concilliarii Pharaonis, dederunt concillium incipiens.

(6) This naturally dispirited the army: they who were so bold and valiant under Sesostris, were now timid and fearful like women: Isaiah 19:16. Now, all these calamities came upon them in succession. Sennacherib’s war is supposed to have occasioned the anarchy; and Nebuchadnezzar visited them with his heavy hand of conquest. Cambyses, son of Cyrus, was a cruel king, and God soon gave him his reward. Advancing against the Ethiopians as a fool, without order, without guides, without discipline, he saw his army perish in the desert for want of food, before he had reached the enemy’s country. Lastly, Isaiah saw that Egypt would be a sanctuary for the Jews who should escape the sword of the Chaldees: and at one time the number of the refugees was so great that “five cities did literally speak the language of Canaan.” Alexander the great was a saviour to them, and the Ptolemies were their patrons. God blesses the nation that receives his exiled people. This prophecy may however have a reference to the future conversion of Egypt to the christian faith. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-6
Isaiah 20:1. Tartan is mentioned as the general-in-chief to Sennacherib, when he summoned Jerusalem. 2 Kings 18:17. Sargon is supposed to be one of Sennacherib’s names; for kings assumed new names on the acquisition of fresh laurels. Jerome on this place says, that Sennacherib had seven names, a circumstance which very much confuses the certainty, and embarrases the chronology of ancient history. Here we find that the terrors of his conquests spread to the isles of Greece, as in Isaiah 20:6, it being absurd to call Judea an island. Isaiah was directed to warn the nations of the situation they would be in during their captivity, by walking half dressed, as the slaves were obliged to do: Isaiah 20:2-4.

Isaiah 20:2. Loose the sackcloth from thy loins. It would seem that Isaiah wore sackcloth during the time of this sore and bloody invasion. This prophet, the maternal grandson of king Amaziah, walking in the dress of a slave, would attract notice, and make a great deal of talk; and the more deeply to impress the public mind with his prophecies, this invasion should for three years afflict all the nations of the west. In ancient times, the poor were ill clad, which accounts for the soldiers stripping the captives to a state of nudity.

Isaiah 20:5. They shall be afraid and ashamed. The Jews should be ashamed of having forsaken the Lord, and trusting to the broken spear of Egypt, or to their allies, for the present, the Ethiopians, who could not save themselves. Did the Lord ever fail to deliver the Hebrews when they cast away their idols, and called upon his name? 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-17
Isaiah 21:1. The desert of the sea. The army which invaded Babylon came not directly against it; but Cyrus made a circuitous route, and collected part of his army from the deserts and mountains towards the Caspian sea. Others call Babylon a sea, because at Easter, the time of the first fruits, Sirach 24:25, the rivers Pison or Tigris, &c. overflowed their banks, by the melting snows on the mountains of Armenia.

Bishop Lowth has much relieved this prophecy of the fall of Babylon by the following translation—Like the southern tempest, rushing violently along, from the desert he cometh, from the terrible country. A dreadful vision! It is revealed unto me: the plunderer is plundered, the destroyer is destroyed. Go up, oh Elam; form the siege, oh Media. I have put an end to all her vexations. Therefore are my loins filled with pain: anguish hath seized me, as the anguish of a woman in travail. I am convulsed so that I cannot hear. I am astonished so that I cannot see. My heart is bewildered: terrors have seized me: the evening for which I longed, hath he turned into horror. The table is spread, the watch is set: they eat, they drink. Rise up, oh ye princes, and anoint the shield; for thus hath the Lord said unto me. Go, set a watchman on his station; whatsoever he shall see, let him report it unto thee. And he saw a chariot with two riders; a rider on an ass, and a rider on a camel; and he observed diligently with extreme diligence. And he that looked out on the watch cried aloud, Oh my lord, I keep my station all the day long; and on my ward have I continued every night. And behold there cometh a man, one of the two riders; and he answered and said— Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven idols of her gods are broken down to the ground.

Isaiah 21:2. The treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously. Babylon assumed splendid titles: the Lord here gives her the true one. In her grasp at universal empire, the very existence of neighbouring nations was a crime. She robbed and murdered the earth. Now the Medes were divinely commissioned to spoil the spoiler.

Isaiah 21:7. A couple of horsemen. This is a catachresis, a figure which improperly puts one thing for another; for these horsemen turn out to be an ass and a camel—Darius and Cyrus. 

Isaiah 21:8. A lion, my lord. This animal was anciently used to denote a king, and a conqueror. Perhaps the prophet did not deem it prudent to speak more plainly.

Isaiah 21:11. Dumah. The LXX write it Idumea. Being now under the Babylonian yoke, they enquire with great and redoubled eagerness concerning Babylon. Watchman, what of the night; watchman, what of the night. Shall we have peace or war, prosperity or renewed calamities, life or death?

Isaiah 21:12. The morning cometh, of joy and repose; but also the night cometh, of darkness and affliction. These words are brief, and by consequence obscure. The Chaldaic gives a paraphrase, which becomes a watchman to utter in calamitous times. “The prophet replied, God shall reward the righteous, and the wicked shall be the victims of his wrath; therefore if you will be converted, be converted while you may.”

REFLECTIONS.
What a striking view have we again of Babylon’s fall! The Medes and Persians we see had a high commission to execute the sentence passed in the court of heaven. Hence providence succeeded them in all their measures. The captive Jews, as all other nations, willingly joined the invading army; and all their sighing was made to cease. On the other hand, pangs, horror, and travail fell on the guilty city.

The night of pleasure, the sumptuous table, the eating and drinking, on the very night the city was taken are distinctly marked; and the consequent confusion of the proud infidel and drunken court, when the guards alarmed them with a cry—Rise up ye princes, and anoint the shield: for shields were anointed with oil, that the blow might be parried off with greater ease. The prophet having thus seen in vision the fall of Babylon one hundred and sixty years or more before it occurred, cast next a yearning look on his own country, as foreseeing their captivity, and exclaimed, oh my threshingfloor.

We have another prophecy against mount Seir and Dumah, inhabited by the Edomites and the Arabs to the south. Hear one trembling for his sinful country ask the prophet as a watchman, what he thinks of their situation. He answers, the morning of prosperity cometh, in which men are wanton in sin, and forgetful of God; then cometh the night of visitation. Therefore, if they wished to avoid the punishment, it was high time to awake out of sleep, and enquire and return to the Lord. The sense given by Grotius appears very wide of the mark. He supposes an Idumean soldier escaped from Babylon to be the watchman; and travelling by night, his countrymen asked him what news. He says, Babylon is fallen, and bids them return and escape the danger. But Idumea was too distant from Babylon to admit this whimsical notion. Besides, the fall of the oppressor placed all the nation under Cyrus, famed for his humanity.

The next prophecy is against the descendants of Dedan, a son of Abraham by Keturah. God warns before he strikes, but here the warning was short; for benoth shanah signifies before the present year is ended. This prophecy was no doubt fulfilled by the swarms of Sennacherib’s army. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-25
Isaiah 22:1. The valley of vision. A valley near Jerusalem, so called because of a school of the prophets said to have been there.

Isaiah 22:3. All thy rulers are fled. All thy captains of hundreds and thousands are gone beyond the Jordan, or wherever they could, from the bow and piercing arrows of the bloody Assyrians. The terror of the invaders deprived the people of natural courage.

Isaiah 22:6. Elam, then subject to the Assyrians, bare the quiver, and were famed for archery. Jeremiah 49:35. Men and horsemen. Isaiah saw the far-famed Persian cavalry in the beautiful vales of Jerusalem, for the horse cannot act on rugged hills. Kir, a city of Media; but there were other towns of that name. He saw the infantry of that country uncover the shield, and prepare for battle.

Isaiah 22:8. He discovered the covering of Judah. It might read, Judah hath removed her covering, and looked for carnal armour, instead of the covering promised in chap. 5:5, the shield of Jehovah’s angels.

Isaiah 22:13. Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we shall die. St. Paul cites this text as epicurean language. If there be no hereafter, yet the infidel had better die sober, and die bravely; for by courage he might save himself and his country. The prophet says, that this should be a time of weeping and of sackcloth, not of feasting.

Isaiah 22:20. My servant Eliakim, supposed to be a highpriest, and a great minister. But mystically the reference is to Christ, on whose shoulders the government shall rest.

On a review of this chapter, a special reference is had to the invasion under Sennacherib, king of Assyria, for there was no Eliakim to heal and restore Zion after the invasion made by Nebuchadnezzar.

Isaiah 22:22. The key of the house of David. A key worn over the shoulder, or pendant to the neck, was a badge of high office and dignity. Christ gave Peter and the apostles the keys of his kingdom; and this honour he will confer on every victorious soul. 

Isaiah 22:23. As a nail in a sure place. Hebrews יתד itad, designates strength and security to the state, or to the flock. Ecclesiastes 12:11.

REFLECTIONS.
We see in this chapter, as well as in other correspondent passages of vision, the abundant light which broke into the mind of the holy prophets. All the particulars of the investiture of Jerusalem by the Assyrians were depicted to Isaiah. He saw the multitude approach the city, and all the trembling inhabitants of Jerusalem viewing them from the flat roofs of their houses. He saw the nobles leaving their mansions in the country to take refuge in the city; and their panic was so great that they seemed as dead men before the sword could approach them; slain, but not with the sword.

The despair of the whole city he described as the last stage of despondency, and in the highest style of grief. Labour not to comfort me. This shows that the progress of the Assyrian army was bloody, cruel, and devastating to the last degree.

But while he saw the inhabitants of Jerusalem repair their walls, open their arsenals, number their houses, and secure their water; he saw that they had no particular regard to the Lord, who made all these things; that when the Lord called them to weeping, to fasting, and to prayer, he saw them eating flesh and drinking wine in despair; for they said, To-morrow we shall die. What a portrait of despair: what a character of carnal and irreligious men in the day of trouble! Where is now the spirit of their fathers, which sought divine protection from the invader, and relied on arms only in a secondary view? Oh that wicked men could see their own portrait in the sentiments of the wicked shut up in Jerusalem. They promise themselves impunity in crimes, they talk of a mercy nowhere promised in the sacred writings, and hope that the end of a sinful course will be happy. But when that day shall come, and they know not but it is at the door, then they shall be all gloom, indecision, and despair.

The reproof of Shebna is very instructive. This man, whether priest or prince, had the reins of government in his hands, and was unworthy of his honours. Elated with the vanity of oriental luxury, he was preparing himself a splendid mausoleum, hewn out of the rock and decorated. Isaiah had the arduous service of mortifying his pride by a positive declaration that he should never need it, as the enemy would carry him away to die in a distant land, where his funeral would require less of pomp! And what thousands of Shebnas do we see building houses, and engaged in works which neither they nor their heirs shall ever enjoy. And it was no small addition to his mortification to hear of Eliakim’s nomination to his place, a man of piety and worth. This man entered into office in difficult times, with the promise that he should be as a nail in a sure place; or as a pin built in the wall of a house, so he should long enjoy his place, and be a stay and a blessing to the whole nation. The worth of a good minister is above all estimation. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-18
Isaiah 23:1. The burden of Tyre. This was one of the most ancient cities of Phœnicia, situate on a rock, seven hundred paces from the shore, though now joined to the land by the working of the sea. The Zidonians built and fortified Tyre for safety in time of war. It was rebuilt and improved by king Agenor, father of Cadmus. Genesis 11:4. In Joshua’s time it was called the strong city, and fell to the lot of Aser; but being deemed impregnable, no conquest was attempted. After the destruction of Troy, Æneas found protection with the Tyrians and sailed to Carthage, and finally to Italy. Tyre was the mother of navigation, the emporium of merchandise, and covered the seas with her ships. It had part of its city on the opposite shore. The inhabitants, though Canaanites at first, would by commerce presently become mixed nations.

Nebuchadnezzar besieged this strong place for thirteen years; during which time the redundant population were sent away to Carthage, and to the Grecian ports. When the Tyrians could hold out no longer, the merchants fled with their ships and riches to Carthage. When the city was stormed, eight were put to death, and two thousand crucified, the conquerors being enraged that they found no reward for their long siege.

Isaiah 23:3. The seed of Sihor, the river which limited the southern boundary of the promised land. 2 Chronicles 13:5.—The harvest of the river, the Nile. The reference is to the manner of sowing corn, as the inundation retired. Ecclesiastes 11:1. The harvests of the rivers formed a principal source of Tyrian wealth.

Isaiah 23:6. Pass ye over to Tarshish. The LXX read, καρχηδονος, Carthage, and correctly no doubt. There is however another opinion given, 1 Kings 10:22; which is favoured by Bochart, and by Poole; but the navy of Hiram, king of Tyre, and the navy of Tarshish are distinctly named. Carthage was a daughter of Tyre, built, according to Boiste’s chronology, in the year of the world 2398, and embellished by queen Dido in 2480. It stood on a neck of land between Tunis and Utica, and became the metropolis of a powerful republic, comprising Tunis, Sardinia, Sicily, and a great part of Spain. In the space of a hundred and fifty years, she maintained three Punic wars with Rome; and Hannibal her general marched an army from Spain into the heart of Italy, and menaced the gates of Rome with fire. At length the senate passed the severe decree, Delenda est Carthago. Let Carthage be destroyed. When Scipio announced his orders, the inhabitants ran about the streets in a frantic manner, tearing their hair, and uttering piercing cries to their gods. But Carthage rose again by Roman colonies, and became a grand seat of christianity. It was finally ruined by the Arabs, and left to this day like Babylon, in a mass of confusion. BOISTE.

Isaiah 23:8. Who hath taken counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, as to riches, splendour, architecture and commerce. Her merchants were princes, living in regal style, and loaded with wealth. Who could dare to storm the impregnable fortress, and ravage the queen of the seas. Ah, it was thy pride which made the Lord take counsel against thee, and decree to put the virgin’s neck under the rude yoke of the king of Babylon. The council of a senate should always act in subordination to the council in heaven.

Isaiah 23:12. Thou shalt no more rejoice, oh thou oppressed virgin. The title of virgin was delicately applied to all primitive cities that had never been stormed and ravaged by conquest. Thou must now fly for refuge to all the isles of Chittim, now called Greek Islands, and to the shores of the Mediterranean sea, and sing for bread.

Isaiah 23:14. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish. These spread themselves on the western shores of Europe and Africa. In the Saxon chronicle, edited by Ingram, 1823, we have an account of a Trojan or a Phœnician colony who came in five long ships to the north of Ireland, and west of Scotland. Tha comon of Armenia.
Isaiah 23:16. Take a harp, go about the city, thou harlot. The perfection of thy music, and thy melodious airs of Phœnician song, may procure thee a pittance of bread in exile. What a contrast between the princely mansions, and the Tyrian purple, now changed for garbs of shame.

Isaiah 23:17-18. It shall come to pass, after the end of seventy years, as in Isaiah 23:15. The days of one king, or the expiration of the Assyrian empire. Daniel 7:17; Daniel 8:20. The Lord shall visit Tyre, and cause her gradually to rise again; and her hire of merchandise shall be holiness to the Lord. As but little of this occurred after the seventy years captivity, in the worship of the God of Israel, the ultimate bearing of this prophecy must regard the conversion of the people to the christian religion. Bishop Lowth adds here, “that after its destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, and after being taken by Alexander, Tyre recovered its commerce, and wealth, and grandeur. St. Paul found disciples here. Acts 21:3-4. Christianity flourished in Tyre till the city was taken by the Turks, in the year 639. It was retaken by the Christians, in the crusade of 1124. But in 1280 it was conquered by the Mamelukes, and taken from them by the Turks in 1516. Since that time it has sunk into utter decay, and is a mere rock.”—A French traveller, who visited the place since the revolution, remarks, “I saw fishermen spreading their nets on Tyre.” See Ezekiel 26:14. Surely then, the holy men who were allowed to see the fate of Tyre, beheld it with the eyes of heaven. Had the prophets speculated as merchants, or divined as wizards, their presumption had been their destruction.—From Jeremiah’s sending his scroll to Babylon, we may infer that Isaiah made his vision known to Tyre.

REFLECTIONS.
Alas, alas! Oh virgin daughter of the seas, and pride of all the east! Thy merchants were princes; thy armies guarded thy country. Ezekiel 27:10-11. Thy ships swept the seas, the masts of thy harbour were like a forest of trees, thy commerce reached to Britain, and made the nations rich. The land and isles of Thule (Scotland and her isles) were visited by thy ships.— Why, oh virgin, living on a rock, didst thou forget the rock of ages! Why wast thou deaf to the Hebrew prophets? Why didst thou forget thy relations to a God! Why wast thou blind to the vengeance which sported on all the western nations, till at last the destroyers appeared under thy walls? There is a point when national repentance is too late.

In the fall of Tyre the proud and licentious cities of the earth may see the cloud suspended over their heads, and they should read in every tempest which shakes their towers divine instruction. Tyre was in alliance with all the nations of the earth, except the king of Babylon, and this king she little feared because of her insular situation, and maritime strength. Yet mark how she fell from the summit of her splendour. God gave Nebuchadnezzar a heart to persevere in the siege till the heads of his soldiers were bald, and their shoulders peeled with burdens. Her riches, instead of saving her, were the boon which tempted the army to persevere; and all her allies, by supplying her with corn, did but prolong the sore calamities of the siege. How vain to take counsel against the Lord, and promise ourselves security out of his protection.

Rich and proud individuals ought to be instructed, as well as cities and nations; for though the scale be smaller, the principles of equity are the same. Let us read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the sacred scriptures, that we may hence derive a thousand arguments for repentance, piety, and the fear of the Lord.

Above all, let us mark the glimmerings of mercy behind the dark cloud. When the Lord showed favour to Zion, he would show favour to Tyre, the first builders of his temple. Hear the gracious words: Her merchandise and her hire shall no more be prostituted in whoredom, and to her idols, but shall be holiness to the Lord. Temporal glory shall yet smile on her port and commerce, and the worship of Jehovah resound in her synagogues and churches. Let christians attend this tragic school; let them hearken to Jehovah’s voice, that their peace may flow as a river, and their righteousness abound as the waves of the sea, in all the plenitude of covenant grace. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-23
Isaiah 24:17. Fear, and the pit. This is a figure of hunting, the wild beasts being chased into pits dug in narrow passages, and covered with green branches. So the great ones should be caught, by the great one of Assyria.

Isaiah 24:21. The host of the high ones—on high. Priests and princes are here to be understood. The apostle Paul might have this in view, when he speaks of wrestling against spiritual wickedness in high places. Ephesians 6. Origen dreams here of the souls of men, which inhabit the planets!

REFLECTIONS.
The prophets wrote their predictions on separate scrolls of parchment, and those who compiled them have not always been happy in the arrangements. From the thirteenth to the twenty fifth chapter we have a series of predictions concerning the punishment and the fall of nations, but obviously without order; for the fall of Babylon which happened among the last, stands the first. The prophet having borne the burden of surrounding nations, lays here the final burden at the door of his own country, when the rich and the poor should be involved in the common confusion. The visitation in this chapter has no date, and the besom of destruction which was about to sweep the earth has no name, nor was it needful. Nineveh had conquered Babylon, and was pouring forth little less than a million of men to make the earth empty; namely all western Asia, here called the earth; for the great and ancient empires proudly called the world their own. Luke 2:1. The Assyrians, in the career of conquest, had a peculiar character of ingenious cruelty; they cut off more than half the inhabitants, and removed the others to distant colonies, where they would improve the country, and be less apt to rebel. To these sore calamities they alike exposed the prince and the people, the maid and the mistress, the buyer and the seller.

The prophet next describes his own country in particular, and the causes of its calamities. The haughty princes and people of Israel were made to languish, because they had transgressed the laws, changed the ordinances, and totally broken the everlasting covenant which they had made with God on Sinai. Divine truth and justice required that the curses of the covenant should come upon them. Samaria, the city of idolatrous confusion, was already broken down. When God punished the apostates, he took care of his own people. But the church was, if we may follow the Port-royal bible, “as the few olives which remain upon a tree after it has been stripped of its fruit.” Micah viewed the faithful church in the same manner. Woe is me, for I am as when they had gathered the summer fruits, and as the gleaning of the vintage. Zephaniah says, I will leave a poor and an afflicted people in the midst of thee, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. Believer, hearken then to Christ, who bids thee not be afraid of wars and rumours of wars. God has promised protection, and his providence has wonderfully supported the promise.

The saints ought to weep for the calamities of the earth, while they sing and rejoice in God’s protecting love.—”But I said, my leanness, my leanness.” My flesh wastes away with sorrow for the cruelties of the king of Assyria, who is a treacherous dealer and a covenant breaker. Scarcely had he made peace with Hezekiah, before he sent Rabshakeh to destroy Jerusalem. But heaven revolted at this; and his cruelties soon met with a just reward. See chap. 37.

After the dark and cloudy day, we see the evening sun shine out with cheering rays, when the Lord Messiah shall reign before his ancient patriarchs and prophets gloriously, in his spiritual Zion. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-12
Isaiah 25:2. A defenced city a ruin. This city, in the next words, is called a palace of strangers; therefore it was a great city. In the critics we find nothing but conjectures, as Samaria—Ar of Moab—Nineveh—Babylon. Memphis, the capital of Egypt, was a palace of strangers, ambassadors, &c.; but we have no certainty of its ruin, till the time of Nebuchadnezzar. It was destroyed by a blast of the terrible ones: Isaiah 25:4. There can scarcely be a doubt remaining, but the city alluded to was Nineveh, which the Babylonian army captured and rebuilt; for those cities stood many contests. See Isaiah 26:5. Nineveh was finally taken by the united armies of Babylon and Media, in the twenty ninth year of king Josiah. After this final overthrow, Nineveh was never rebuilt, The Turkish city of Mosul is on the opposite side of the river Tigris. See on Nahum.

Isaiah 25:5. Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers. From this we learn that the city was not as yet destroyed; and that it was a gentile city, a city of strangers, which perfectly coincides with Nineveh.

Isaiah 25:6. In this mountain shall the Lord make a feast to all people. While the prophet is speaking of visitations on the wicked, and intervals of joy in Jerusalem, he does not forget to glance, and constantly to glance, on the superior glory of Zion in the latter day. Josiah’s feast was for the Jews, but the Lord’s feast is for all people of the gentile world. What can that be but the gospel feast, for the poor Jews in the streets and lanes of the city, and for the poor gentiles in the highways and hedges. Wisdom keeps open house for hungry souls; and “yet there is room.”

Isaiah 25:7. He will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering, which veiled the holy of holies from vulgar eyes. And what is this veil but the darkness of the gentile world, the gross darkness which covers the people. The Lord by the gospel promises to open their blind eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light. To remove the wall of partition, and give them full access to the holy place in Christ Jesus, and a perfect knowledge of all the mysteries of the great salvation. What is this but a translation out of darkness into marvellous light. It is the light of life opened; the glory of God revealed in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 25:8. He will swallow up death in victory, by a glorious resurrection from the dead, and by reversing the afflicted state of the church, in all the glory of the latter day. The serpent does not masticate his prey, but swallows it whole. In like manner, by the glorious resurrection of the dead, we shall be swallowed up of immortality and eternal joy. Then the church shall sing the advent of her Lord. Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him. He is come; he will save us with an everlasting salvation.

REFLECTIONS.
Here follows a song of praise for the judgments of God on the impious Assyrians, and for his gracious care in preserving his more faithful people. This song follows the preseding chapter; but I see no reason which criticism has assigned of sufficient weight, why it might not follow the destruction of Sennacherib’s army. It opens with an intimate approach to JEHOVAH. “Oh Lord, thou art my God;” for adversity, which consumes the wicked, drives the church into closer union with the arm of vengeance and protecting love.

It praises him for his judgments, and for his distinguishing mercy. He had made Samaria a heap of ruins, while Jerusalem was miraculously saved, and shone with smiles of brighter joy for having been under a cloud for a few months. God was their refuge from the storm, and a shadow from the heat. The blast of the Assyrians, here called the terrible or formidable ones, and strangers, which came with battering-rams against the wall, God laid low.

After God’s angel had slain the proud blasphemers, who according to the preseding chapter had made men very few, Israel made a feast of fat things and wine in the mountain or temple of the Lord, and to all the people of neighbouring nations who came up to learn the wonders of the Lord. Truly they had cause to do so, for the special marks of God’s protecting love were worthy of the covenant he had made with his people on Sinai. Oh what a feast of joy! One hundred and eighty five thousand of the enemy slain in one night! The survivors of the slaughtered nations would now see the murderers of the earth laid low, and the terrible ones stripped of all their terrors. Surely the nations would now know that there was no God like the God of Israel; and surely Israel would now no more suffer an idol to exist in Jerusalem. But ah, like our vain hearts, they soon forgat, and went astray. The destruction of the Assyrians would very much tend to confirm the credit of the holy prophets; for according to Isaiah, the Lord destroyed the veil and gloomy covering then upon all nations; and the Assyrians, who were as death walking in triumph, were swallowed up in victory. The tears therefore were wiped from all faces.

In this most signal deliverance God gave his church a pledge of what he will ever do in the destruction of her foes. Hence this passage, though it literally belongs to the preservation of Jerusalem, while Moab and Samaria her enemies were not perceived; yet it has justly been applied to the future vengeance everywhere denounced on the unbelieving world. Then shall the church rejoice in the fulness of joy, and sing, Lo this is our God; we have waited for him. He will save us, and we will be glad in his salvation. Thus St. Paul has taught us to improve it, by saying, Death is swallowed up in victory. Hence the good and the fragrance of all God’s former gifts are lasting in excellence throughout every age of the church. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-21
Isaiah 26:1. When Sennacherib’s army was slain, the Hebrews could sing, We have a strong city; yea, a city stronger than Jerusalem. God is our refuge, a very present help in time of trouble. We are preserved, while Hamath, Arphad, and Hena are in flames, and their gods made the first trophies of the fire.

Isaiah 26:2. Open ye the gates that the righteous may enter in, without fear, and give thanks to God for his salvation. We fear the heathen no more. Or contemplating the ruin of Nineveh, we anticipate the voice—Oh Judah, keep the feast. Rejoice in the Lord; he casteth down the mighty oppressors.

Isaiah 26:5. The lofty city he layeth it low. This city, say the critics, is Jerusalem, Babylon, Nineveh, or the whole world, or cities in general. Grotius says it is Nineveh; and he must be right, for Babylon now had never oppressed Jerusalem. It was taken in Isaiah’s time by the Assyrians, and rebuilt: chap. 24:12. Nineveh was now the oppressor of the earth, and the Medes and Babylonians made it a heap of ruins, in the twenty ninth year of Josiah.

Isaiah 26:9. With my soul have I desired thee in the night. This time of war and trouble has been to me a prayerful time, a weeping season, that the inhabitants might learn righteousness, and turn to the Lord: Isaiah 26:20.

Isaiah 26:13. Oh Lord our God, other lords besides thee have had dominion over us. Every surrounding nation has successively oppressed us, spiritual foes have reigned in our hearts, and the tyranny of demons is worst of all; but henceforth we will make mention only of thy name, which is a strong tower and sure defence.

Isaiah 26:14. They are dead, they shall not live. It is said of the Assyrians, that when the field was surveyed, they had no hands to handle their armour. So shall the enemies of righteousness perish. We have cried in this trouble, like a woman in travail, and have unexpectedly lost our troubles as an untimely birth. Yea, under this deliverance, a greater salvation is shadowed forth. Thy dead men, sinners dead in trespasses and sins, shall hear thy voice and live. Thou art, oh Christ, the resurrection and the life. These are the only words that can comfort us, when death invades our dwelling. 

Isaiah 26:19. Thy dead men shall live, [together with] my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. The LXX, “The dead shall rise, and be raised from their sepulchres; and those that are on earth shall rejoice, for thy dew to them shall be a healing dew; but the land of the wicked shall fall.” The rabbi Kimchi associates this text with Daniel 12:2, which speaks of the general resurrection at the last day. And when the bloody Assyrians were swarming out, to massacre the half of western Asia, what could be more consolatory than to magnify the hopes of a life to come. In this way Paul comforted bereaved relatives, and the church of Thessalonica. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15.

The Vulgate reads, Vivent mortui tui, interfecti mei resurgent. Thy dead shall live, the slain with me (or in my cause) shall rise. Messiah is the speaker here; he speaks to console the bleeding church.

Dr. Lightfoot has not overlooked this text, which is fraught with consolation. His words are, “They shall rise with my body. The gentiles being dead in their sins, shall with my body, when it rises, rise again also from their death. Nay, they shall rise again as part of my body; that is, as part of myself, and of my mystical body.”—The doctor evidently understands the next words, “awake and sing,” of the conversion of the heathen.

The learned Poole speaks much the same as Dr. Lightfoot. Thy dead, thine elect, as distinguished from the dead, Isaiah 26:14. He refers the resurrection to the whole kingdom of Christ, from the commencement to the final consummation. He does not lay any emphasis on the Chaldaic, which reads in the plural, bodies; for whether he speaks of his own body personally, or collectively of the bodies of his saints, cannot be of any great moment.

Thy dew is as the dew of herbs. As the rain revives the vegetation, after an oriental drought, Psalms 1:3, so the sweet promises of grace revive and cheer the saints, when the judgments of heaven are diffused abroad in the earth. David applies this word to Christ. Psalms 110. From the womb of the morning thou hast “the dew of thy youth.” Rabbi Manasse Ben Israel says on this text, it was the opinion of the ancients, that the resurrection would be effectuated by a certain dew from heaven, possessing a plastic virtue, as written in the Jerusalem Talmud, and in Jelcudi. Plain enough that dew in the estimation of the rabbins, designates immortality. The Chaldaic agrees with this. The dew of light is thy dew, meaning eternal life.

REFLECTIONS.
Sennacherib’s army laid before Jerusalem several months, as is allowed. The gates were shut, the houses were numbered, and every thing assumed the terror of a siege. The military men were slain, but not with the sword; they were as frighted women, having no hope against so great a multitude. Two thirds of the people awaited death, and the rest expected captivity. Oh what times of visitation and war does wickedness bring upon the earth! But while the wicked despair, the righteous have hope; while the city was as dead, and bewailing in the dust, Isaiah was composing a sublime song of eternal joy. We have a strong city: salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. He saw JEHOVAH’S protecting arm; he saw the wall of fire, or hosts of angels, keeping watch both day and night. He therefore thought it high time to sing, Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth of God’s covenant, may enter in from all countries, accompanied with gentile converts. He augured perfect peace to the man whose mind was stayed on God by habitual piety, and who departed not to idols and to sins. Oh what a heaven descends into the soul of the believer, and especially when his faith brightens in the fire. The Lord weighs the path of the just, who wait for him in the way of his judgments; and he guards their city, while that of the wicked is trampled underfoot. Hence, while we claim the covenant protection of God, we should be careful to maintain the character of righteous men.

We may mark the great piety of Isaiah, as exemplified in the love of his country. He knew his own safety by the spirit of prophecy, yet he watched and waited whole nights on his bed for the salvation which God had promised; and as is the good man’s duty, he besieged heaven with faith and prayer, while the Assyrians besieged the city.

The tremendous visitations of heaven have a fine effect, in promoting piety and reformation in the state. While the judgments of God are abroad in the earth, the people learn to practise righteousness. Seeing the storm, they look next for their sins; for a perilous situation gives us to see our guilt, and to feel our misery, with sentiments which at another time would not enter our heart. Men wishful to profit by the stroke, will then repair their past faults, so far as possible, by the fruits of repentance, before they presume to kneel and ask forgiveness.

We have next the prophet’s lamentation over a vast multitude, on whom those tremendous judgments had no effect. Let favour be shown to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness. He becomes gloomy, revengeful, and desponding; perhaps he eats and drinks to excess, thinking he shall die to-morrow; and the moment the hand of vengeance is removed, he laughs at all his fears. Thus favour is showed him in vain. And not only very wicked men in outward life do this, but there are some who seem to be religious characters, who in reality have the same hearts. Afflicted for a moment, with the heavier strokes of God, they pray, and bend under the rod; but as soon as it is removed, all their former habits and secret sins return, and find a ready entrance into their hearts. Why should those men be striken any more, they will revolt yet more and more. They continually break covenant with God, and he will break covenant, if we may so speak, with them.

Notwithstanding, the Lord will ordain peace for his church. Other lords besides thee, heathen kings, and especially our sins, have had dominion over us, yet will we make mention only of thy name; for as the Assyrians lay dead, and after all their blasphemy were dumb and unable to rise, so shall our sins be cast as a burden into the depth of the sea. Then the nation of Israel was encreased; those who had fled for fear returned, and glorified God who had brought them back from the ends of the earth.

Though the Israelites cried as a woman with child in the hour of nature’s sorrow, and were called dead men in regard to despair and fear, yet they should live. God, according to Ezekiel, would open their graves. Yea, they should revive; they should awake from the dust of sackcloth, and sing salvation to the Lord. But the psalmist, and the holy prophets, associated their sorrows and joys with those of the Saviour. Isaiah therefore seemed to see a greater deliverance than from the Assyrian; the gentile nations awake from their sins, to sing redemption through the atonement and resurrection of Christ. Hence the faithful are bid to hide for a moment, till the tempest is past, for it should most assuredly recoil on the bloody invader. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-13
Isaiah 27:1. In that day the Lord shall punish leviathan. It would seem that the Assyrian and Chaldean empire are here intended. See on Job 41:1. Amos 9:13. The desolations mentioned in the tenth verse appear to indicate the same thing; for cattle should feed in their once strong but now desolate city. In the prophetic style, these are indications of utter execration.—By the dragon, the Egyptian nation, it would seem, was intended; and both those kingdoms received their scourge from God’s “great and strong sword.”

Isaiah 27:2. In that day, sing ye to her, (even Jerusalem) A vineyard of red wine, the best and most delicious wine. Oh Judah, keep the feast, the fall of thine oppressors shall raise thee to happier days. This ode is full of beauties, in the ideas, the figures, and the words.

Isaiah 27:4. Fury is not in me. חמה chaimah. Forerius thinks it should be translated wall; and he is followed by Lowth, who reads the passage as a dialogue between the Lord and the church. “Sing ye, in that day, to the beloved vineyard a responsive song. It is I JEHOVAH that preserve her. I will water her every moment. I will take care of her by night; and by day will I keep guard over her.—Vineyard. I have no wall. Oh that I had a hedge of thorn and brier.—Jehovah. Against them should I march in battle, I should burn them up together. Ah, let her rather take hold of my protection.”

Isaiah 27:9. Chalk-stones. Hebrews gar, designates limestones, or gypsum, or chalk, to shame the Hebrew idolaters, who, building their altars with lias, saw that the fire reduced the stones to lime, and the rain reduced them to dust. Their groves and their worship should not stand: and what is worse, they would destroy their country, as in the next words.

Isaiah 27:10. The defenced city (Jerusalem) shall be desolate. Isaiah here saw, as in Malachi 4:1, that the Lord’s prophets would fail in the struggle against atheism, idolatry, and vice; that the carnal Hebrew vine would wither, and that the burning of the city would follow. Daniel 9:27. Nothing but a hope in the Messiah could have supported them in a hopeless contest with the errors of their age. 

Isaiah 27:12. From the channel of the river to the stream of Egypt. That is, from the Euphrates to the Nile, and the ancient boundaries of the promised land.

REFLECTIONS.
We see here, as in all other places, the care which God takes of his church. While he makes the world a wilderness, and cities desolate for the wickedness of the inhabitants, he regards his church as his vineyard; yea, a vineyard producing red wine. And when she sighs, because she seems to have no wall against the wicked, he himself becomes that wall. He waters her with his grace every moment, and watches for her safety. Happy Zion; the praise of the whole earth shalt thou be called.

In times of sore visitation and war, when the Lord cuts off the wicked, root and branch, he little more than purges the iniquity of his people, and renders unto Zion by measure. Let us therefore rely on his providence at the worst of times.

The visitations which overwhelm the infidel world with despair and impervious gloom, brighten with cheering hope on the church. The Lord shall blow with his great trumpet, and a time of tears shall be followed with the joy of jubilee. In all promises of temporal deliverance to Israel, the prophets most assuredly kept their eye on the great and everlasting deliverance which God shall accord to his people, when all Israel shall be saved, and the fulness of the gentiles be brought in. The authorities which the scriptures give for this assertion are so numerous and evident, that it is useless for a cold and corrupt theology to deny them. This great trumpet therefore, which called the Jews back to their sanctuary after the Assyrian invasion, and the Babylonian captivity, was figurative of the gospel trumpet or joyful sound, which shall be heard in all the earth. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-29
Isaiah 28:1. The crown of pride. Sebaste, the ancient Samaria, is situated on a long mount of an oval figure, having first a fruitful valley, and then a circle of hills running round about it. Maundrell, p. 58.—The city is beautifully situated on the top of a round hill, surrounded immediately by a rich valley, and a circle of other hills beyond it, which first suggested the idea of a chaplet, or wreath of flowers, worn on their heads on occasions of festivity. This expressed “a crown of pride,” and the fading flower of the drunkards. See Wisdom of Solomon 11:7-8.

Isaiah 28:4. The hasty fruit before the summer. No sooner does the boccore or early fig draw near to perfection, in the middle or latter end of June, than the kermez or summer fig begins to be formed, though it rarely ripens till August: about which time the same tree frequently throws out a third crop, or the winter fig. Shaw’s Travels, p. 370. Hosea 9:10.

Isaiah 28:11. Another tongue. Seeing they had mocked the prophets, the Lord would speak to them by the satraps of Chaldea, and send them into servitude.

Isaiah 28:16. Shall not make haste, as is the case when a city is stormed. When the Scipios disclosed their commission to destroy Carthage, the people ran about the streets crying to their gods, yelling and tearing their hair. Not so with the believer: under all calamities, and in the prospect of death, he is calm within, being confident that God is doing his own work.

Isaiah 28:17. Judgment also will I lay to the line. This hebraism is best understood by correspondent texts. “The Lord spake by his servants the prophets, saying, because Manasseh hath committed these abominations, I will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria, and the plummet of the house of Ahab; and I will wipe Jerusalem of its inhabitants, as one wipeth a dish.” 2 Kings 21:10-12. The prophet Jeremiah lived to see the measuring line stretched over Jerusalem, as over Samaria. Lamentations 2:8. Amos 8:7-8.

The hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies. The elevation of mount Lebanon occasioned dreadful storms of hail in the holy land, while the melting snows of that mountain made the Jordan overflow his banks at Easter, and drown out the hiding holes of the plains. Such also should be the overflowing scourge of the Chaldean invasion. Habakkuk 1:5.

Isaiah 28:27. A threshing instrument. According to what has been suggested by some ancient critics and modern travellers, this instrument appears to have consisted of two wheels, joined by very many small bars, six or eight feet in length, and extending from one circumference to the other. Hence, as it rolled along the threshingfloor backwards and forwards by oxen, it would rapidly press out the corn.—The cartwheel seems to be an instrument with sharp iron bars, which at once both threshed the corn, and cut the straw for the cattle. The staff or flail, and the rod were used, according to Jerome, for infirmiora semina, the small or tender kinds of grain. Harmer.
REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with a woe to the drunkards of Ephraim. What scenes of idolatry, of lascivious feasts, fascinating music, and horrible intemperance, were presented to the prophet’s mind! When the pure worship of God is abandoned, men soon drown the voice of conscience in wine, and stifle the soft and purer dictates of reason by infidel principles. So vice reigns, and manners take a correspondent mould. But as the oxen were crowned with garlands before they were sacrificed, so the drunkard of Samaria had a fool’s joy for a moment before the Assyrian army, as a devastating tempest laid their towers level with the ground.

When the laurels of Samaria faded, the Lord became a crown of beauty, and a glorious diadem to his people in Jerusalem. His chosen Zion was protected, while her rival was made desolate. The Lord gave a spirit to guide the one with wisdom, while others were infatuated to err. Thus a man and a nation should stand, while the Lord is their counsellor and their might.

But even these hopeful appearances were greatly frustrated through wine; yea through wine the prophets erred in vision, and the priests in judgment. Their feasts and public dinners led to excesses which cannot be named: and when drunkenness infects the first characters both in church and state, what can be expected but a cup of intoxication from the Lord. And who can read these sad omens of Israel’s fall, and not associate the idea of apprehension for his own county? I frankly confess, though I would fain banish the thought, the recurrence of fear constantly obtrudes. When I survey on a broad scale the splendour, the crimes, and the ruin of empires, a something says at the bottom of my heart, oh London—London, thy day!… Ah, I check myself before I have said too much, or rashly obtruded on secret things which belong to God only. Like Israel we have line upon line, and precept upon precept; yet we remain unacquainted with God, and infatuated by a refuge of lies, and a fatal security. We dream of acquiring fortunes, of aggrandizing our families, and of living for ever to enjoy our wealth. We boast that there is no fear of dying, and no reality in the doctrine of future punishment, for with death we have an agreement. This fatal security is next to destruction, the last mark of God’s displeasure with a guilty people.

But when the overflowing scourge passes through the land, God provides a refuge for his flock. Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, &c. This rock is the Messiah, for the name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it, and are safe. His city on earth was a figure of the Jerusalem above, which is the mother of us all.

This rock is a tried stone, and a sure foundation. The patriarchs and prophets have trusted in him, and were not confounded: he who believes implicitly in him shall not make haste. This may be exemplified in Isaiah. When all Jerusalem was fainting with fear because of the Assyrians, he was calmly composing a song of triumph over them: chap. 25. In this glorious refuge, the saints shall be sheltered, and calmly see how God will disannul the covenant which drunkards and infidels boast of having made with death. Return to this glorious rest, and holy refuge, oh my soul. This sure foundation shall not give way like the sandy hopes of men. It was never yet shaken, though assailed by the gates of hell; but it shakes and removes all nations. All the rebels who have obstinately assaulted it have perished in their folly.

It rises by living stones to glory and perfection. Prophets and apostles are its secondary foundations, all gems of exquisite beauty, and of great value. Yea, all believers are living stones of this living temple. It is a catholic temple, and many nations shall go up there to worship. In a word, it shall never be moved, being the glory of the whole earth. What a happiness to be on a right foundation, and sheltered under Jehovah’s wings! It extends its circling arms, not of walls and towers, but of almighty strength, and everlasting love to the saints. Here, oh my soul, thou shalt look from the windows, and lofty turrets of thy Zion, on the men who boasted of being wise above what is written, and who called thee a fool for thy faith. They had a thousand schemes of security, but not in the Lord. They had a thousand refuges, but not in thy Zion. Now, thou seest them stretched on a bed which is too short, and wrapping themselves with a covering which is too narrow. Now the hail is come, and they have no shelter. Now the Assyrian deluge rolls, and they are washed away with the flood. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-24
Isaiah 29:1. Woe to Ariel, the lion of God, or the strong lion, for El is often rendered strong or rock, as in Psalms 42:9. “God my rock.” The city of Jerusalem was that strong rock, or strong lion. The Chaldaic, for reasons unknown to us, reads the altar; which would more closely touch the nation, as the altar was the sinner’s hope. In Ezekiel’s vision of the new temple, the great brazen altar is called the lion: Isaiah 43:15. ה אראיל ו מ ve-mi-ha-ariel, “and from the lion of God,” designating the cross, where the lion of the tribe of Judah prevailed, and put his enemies under his feet. It has been generally understood, that Isaiah delivered this prophecy about two years before the invasion of Sennacherib. Perhaps he had Jacob’s prophecy in his eye, who said, Judah is a lion’s whelp; he coucheth like a lion, and as an old lion, who shall rouse him up? Genesis 49:9.

Isaiah 29:4. Thy speech shall be low. The invasion would check the high glee of the city; they would mutter half words, like the witches, and like the pythonesses of the heathen. Those are characters of which the prophets speak with the utmost contempt; they often hid themselves, afraid to have their persons seen, or their voices known. See Exodus 22:18. Leviticus 19:31. A just but mortifying comparison. In the temple of Delphos, the pythonesses spake from a vault under ground: nothing was seen, but the voice was heard.

Isaiah 29:5. The multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust. Habakkuk 1:5. The Assyrian army estimated at seven hundred thousand, of which number Palmyra furnished a quota of eighty thousand. But a small proportion of those men ever returned to their own homes.

Isaiah 29:8. As when a hungry man dreameth. The Assyrians dreamed of plundering Jerusalem, and were disappointed of the booty, as he who dreams of feasting and awakes hungry.

Isaiah 29:16. Shall the work say of him that made it, he made me not? Or, how shall the work say of him that made it, he made me not; or how shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, he hath no understanding? Satire is the keenest dart at idols. 

Isaiah 29:17. Is it not yet a very little while, only a hundred and eighty years, and the fruitful field shall be turned into a desert, by the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar.

Isaiah 29:20. The terrible one is brought to nought. Isaiah well knew that Babylon should be punished for its excessive cruelty towards the nations, How was it possible for Babylon to be happy, when millions of spirits were praying for their blood to be avenged on Babylon. See her fall described in Isaiah 45., and foretold in chap. 13. and 14.

REFLECTIONS.
How hard and difficult was the lot of the holy prophets. They lived in evil times; while princes were flattered in their sins, they had the arduous duty to speak the truth, and preach terror. Instead of entering the sanctuary of God to speak peace to the people, and to comfort all that mourned, they had to announce the melancholy sentences of heaven against men, against cities, and against nations. The prophet having laid down his burdens at the door of every surrounding nation, lays down his final burden at the door of the temple, and the door of his country.

Here is first a woe to Ariel, the lion of God, the city where David dwelt. Here the altar seems to be so called, because of the victims consumed there. As if the prophet should say, woe to thee, oh altar; once hallowed with fire from heaven, but now profaned with sin. Thou art attended with drunken priests, and served with impure hands. Thou daily purgest the sins of a people who are resolved to retain their sins; therefore heaven sends back the sweet smell of thy fatlings, because it is not perfumed with repentance, and because thy incense has no fragrance of sighs and tears. This polite mode of accusing the altar would lead the people to accuse themselves; and reflections which come in that way often more deeply impress the heart than pointed reproofs.

Against the city of David the enemy were to be encamped, with all the apparatus of a formidable siege. The number of the invaders were to be as the dust, and were to fly upon the city like chaff driven before the wind. So indeed it happened. While Sennacherib took all the fenced cities of Judah, and was besieging Lachish, Hezekiah sent and made submission, and paid three hundred talents of gold. This booty served merely as a temptation to further demands. The terrible ones approached the city, as in an instant, and filled all Jerusalem with consternation. Isaiah complains of the stupidity, or torpor, which seized the inhabitants. The rulers and the prophets were infatuated, and not aware of the danger. They slumbered on till it came to the door, and were as men that could not read the vision. Hence the prophet proceeds to reprove them for hiding their unavailing counsel from the Lord, and for hypocrisy in their worship.

He closes by averring that the meek should encrease their joy in the Lord, because the terrible one is brought to nought. This prophecy cannot therefore be applied either to the Chaldees, or to the Romans, for they prospered long after vanquishing Jerusalem, but it is correctly true of the Assyrians. God’s judgments we see are always accompanied with more or less of joy to the church, for Messiah would come and comfort Zion, after all her troubles. This is the happy close in general of all the sermons of the prophets; they never left the church in despair. The meek shall encrease in joy, and the poor shall be glad in the Lord. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-33
Isaiah 30:1-2. Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of me. It was a law among all ancient nations to undertake nothing of importance without consulting the gods. In this instance it had been neglected by the embassy that went to Egypt.—That cover with a covering, or literally, as in Montanus, “that pour out a libation;” for all the ancients ratified their covenants or treaties with sacrifices. They came back with eclat; they returned so elated, and boasting of an alliance with Egypt, that they went to feasting, and added sin to sin.

Isaiah 30:4. Zoan, called by the Greeks Tanis. Numbers 13:22.—Hanes, called Tahapanes, where Jeremiah fled: Jeremiah 43:7-9. It lay, says Jerome, towards the south, and was the last royal city in Egypt going to Ethiopia. Those cities are named here, because they had palaces. But where now are those cities, palaces, and princes? Foolish man; what is thy dust better than the beggars?

Isaiah 30:6. The burden of the beasts of the south. A fine satire on the frighted Hebrews, who fled with their riches into Egypt; whereas they ought to have believed their divinely inspired prophet, who says, Isaiah 30:15, “in returning and rest shall ye be saved.” They who believed, and rested, were saved, when the angel smote a hundred and eighty five thousand of the Assyrians.—Fiery serpent. See note on Numbers 21:6.

Isaiah 30:20. Thine eyes shall see thy teachers. This is named as one of the first blessings of a nation. No man should be encouraged as a student in the ministry, unless he have a clear head, and a warm heart. In natural theology he should make a circle through the sciences, and cultivate that knowledge by daily observations. In divinity he should be mighty in the scriptures, and apt to teach. His liberal share of earthly science should be lost in the transports of redemption, and the salvation of souls. He should shine as a star in the right hand of Christ, and have an angel’s countenance before the people. The auditor will then lift up the ear while he speaks, the people will pray when he prays, will praise when he praises, weep when he weeps, and grace and heaven will remain on the souls of his hearers.

Isaiah 30:22. Ye shall defile the covering of thy graven images, as when Jehu made the temple of Baal in Samaria a draught-house. Then the Lord would give rain, and rivers and streams of water; yea, he would make the lights of heaven shine with sevenfold brightness on the land and people in whom he placed his chief delight.

Isaiah 30:30. The Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard. As the voice addresses the ear, so the judgments of God speak to the nations. His fire or anger burns to fury, his thunders roar, his hailstones beat down his foes. By his voice shall the proud Assyrian be beaten down.

Isaiah 30:32. In every place where the grounded staff shall pass; le baton enfoncè, the rod sinking into his flesh; which indicates a succession of defeats to his army, that would cause all the liberated nations to rejoice with tabrets and with harps.

Isaiah 30:33. Tophet is ordained of old. From toph, a drum, a name of contempt, from the tum-tums, which deafened the cries of the children when immolated to Moloch. Jeremiah 5:22; Jeremiah 19:6. The place of this infernal worship was in the valley of the son of Hinnom, near the lower walls of Jerusalem, and desecrated by king Josiah, as a burial place. 2 Kings 23:10. Hence the compound word Gehenna, from גיא Gi, or as the Gothic, gill, a valley, and hinnom, a man. Gehenna is figuratively understood to designate eternal torments. Matthew 5:22. Mark 9:47. For the king, the blaspheming Sennacherib, who was slain in his temple, when vowing to immolate one of his sons to his god, the fire of Gehenna is prepared.

REFLECTIONS.
When the embassy returned to Jerusalem, after concluding a treaty offensive and defensive with the princes of Egypt, it was with great eclat, with pride and boasting of an alliance with the great and ancient nations. The rulers of Judah highly applauded the measure, and the success of the ambassadors.

Isaiah also congratulated them, but in other words. Was there no God, no oracle, in Israel, Exodus 28:30; no prophet in Jerusalem, that you went to the princes of Zoan for counsel? Did you fear that the oracle would be against you, or that the seers “would prophesy evil of you?” Oh senators of Judah, you have lost your errand! “God will disannul the covenant you have made with death, and your agreement with hell shall not stand. The overflowing scourge shall tread you down.” The Assyrians shall overrun your country, and burn the gates of Egypt. They shall bring with them an infinitude of asses and camels to carry away the treasures of all their palaces. Happy was Judah in having one faithful minister, who dared to tell both the court and the nation the whole counsel of God.

But as the air is remarkably fresh, and as the plants perfume it with a grateful fragrance after a thunder-storm; so religion, and truth, and righteousness should flourish in the land, when those storms of tremendous invasion should subside; yea, the heavens should give a sevenfold light, and the earth bring forth its plenitude of encrease. Happy when the visitations of providence are rightly improved.

But the awful exit of those bloody invaders is the most terrific and appalling burden. The prophet sends their manes to the fire of Gehenna! Where else could they go? When the angel of the Lord, after “a day of rebuke and blasphemy,” slew a hundred and eighty five thousand, they had fallen asleep in their sins, and awoke in hell. If the indulgent delicacy of modern philosophy shall say, the words of the prophet are the emanations of a contracted and illiberal mind; for the Assyrians were ministers of the God of vengeance, and sent to execute his commands. Isaiah 10:5. Read on—read on; hear the prophet’s full defence. “Howbeit, he knoweth it not, neither doth his heart think so; for it is in his heart to destroy. He saith, I will cut off nations not a few.” They had no idea of avenging the quarrel of heaven; but of murder, rapine, and the indulgence of every lawless passion. Do not all the Greek and Roman poets speak of the future punishments of the wicked as the prophets? Does not Virgil, in his sixth Æneid, send them all down to Pluto’s dark house? Apologies for crime are hostile to morality: better whisper in their ears the words of the Sibyl to Æneas, “Easy is the descent into hell; day and night is open the gate of Pluto’s court; but how to recover one’s steps, how to escape and ascend to the superior regions; here is the task—here is the difficulty.” See on Psalms 9:17. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-9
Isaiah 31:1. Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help. This was a sin in open defiance of the law. Deuteronomy 28:68. It was a great revolt of unbelief, because it distrusted the Lord, and all his wondrous works, to trust in an arm of flesh. By consequence, the prohibition has a strong bearing on the christian church in times of trouble.

Isaiah 31:9. The Lord, whose fire is in Zion. He had promised to be about his church as a wall of fire, while the wicked have only a fire and sparks of their own kindling. Zechariah 2:5. Isaiah 10:17; Isaiah 50:11.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter contains a portion of another prediction, during the time of the Assyrian invasion. It was written before Sennacherib had entered the boundaries of Egypt. We may here see that no nation can fall, till the invader first receives his commission from heaven. Then precaution is vain; and efforts of defence, by falling into the enemy’s hands, encrease his power. Here the reliance on Egypt is rationally reproved, for the Lord was king in Jeshurun. He had ever defended his people, when they called upon him by sincere repentance; and the Egyptians being but men, could not deliver the Israelites, unless the Egyptians were first helped of the Lord. Let this teach the sick man not to trust in physicians, and the rich man not to confide in wealth; yea, let it teach the church of God not to put confidence in princes, for the whole of our earthly dependence is but an arm of flesh.

There is no need to trust in man, for the Lord will roar for the safety of Zion, as the young lion roareth for his prey; and come swiftly to succour her, as the bird flies to cover her young in the moment of danger.

God promises to defeat the Assyrian, but not with the sword; and yet he fled to his strong cities for fear of the sword. Seeing the flower of his army fall in one fatal night, he thought Hezekiah would pursue.

But there was an ensign or royal standard which he feared more than that of Hezekiah, or of Pharaoh. This was the flames of fire, which have ever surrounded the Lord as the banner of victory. Oh my soul, be careful to retain that token of the divine favour, and thou shalt not be afraid of Satan nor all his host. Only walk with God, and thou shalt be exalted in righteousness, and all thine enemies shall fall at thy feet. 

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-20
Isaiah 32:3. The eyes of them that see shall not be dim. The whole land shall be full of smiling affluence and joy; they shall have health of countenance, and look up with joy to a paternal throne. The passage applies farther to the Messiah, who opened the eyes of the blind, unstopped the ears of the deaf, and caused the dumb to publish his praise.

Isaiah 32:15. Till the Spirit be poured upon us from on high. The glory of the latter day is uniformly said to commence with an effusion of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 44:3. Joel 2:28. While righteousness adorns the church, agriculture shall flourish by flocks on the hills, and harvests in the vales, as Isaiah 32:20.

REFLECTIONS.
This prophecy respecting the king who should reign in righteousness, was delivered before many of the preseding visions; and written, of course, before Uzziah’s death, as it refers directly to the reign of Hezekiah. This pious king, on ascending the throne, did most seriously endeavour to reform religion, and the administration of justice; and he proved a subject worthy of prophecy, being one of God’s most signal gifts to his country. But we have seen how David referred all his sorrows, and all his joys, to the sorrows and joys of the Messiah. So we may say in general, that all the prophets did the same. And though this prophecy be not expressly cited in the new testament, it is because the rock, the river, and refuge are themes of prophecy so common, and so often referred to by our Saviour and his apostles, that all passages of this kind could not be particularly quoted. Whenever the pious Hebrew was oppressed with idolatrous princes, he would console himself by looking forward to the age of righteousness. When the blasts of northern winds, or affliction came upon him, he would hope in the everliving One who sheltered his flock in a lieu or warm place.

When on a journey, or labouring far from the city, he saw a collection of clouds in the western sky, he would haste to a covert. Here he would see the forked lightnings illuminate the heavens, and the fire-balls leap along the plains, leaving peals of loudest thunder to announce their progress to the trembling earth. Here true piety would make an immediate reference to the Messiah, so far as prophecy allowed a knowledge of his sufferings; and here the gospel should put in full force the covert of his almighty wings. Our sins are those portentous clouds; the frowns of divine justice and the anathemas of a violated law are those flashes of lightning, and bursting thunders. The heavens, the moral heavens are gathering black over the sinner’s head, and vengeance makes a rapid approach. It is time to seek a refuge, and a covert for his guilty head. And where can he look? Afflictions and death assail his body, and the terrors of God assail his soul. Divine vengeance rains a horrible tempest on the wicked! Who then is able to protect the sinner? It is replied, A man shall be a hidingplace from the wind and a covert from the tempest. Jesus Christ in the garden, and on the cross, bore the tempest of divine justice, the rage of men, the fury of hell, and the utmost anguish of death. Hence as the covert receives the storm, and shelters those who seek its protection, so the Saviour gives strong consolation to those who flee to his encircling arms. Here the guilty find a pardon, the unholy are sanctified, and the dying live. Here, when the judgments of God are abroad in the earth, the redeemed of the Lord lift up their heads with joy, for their Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

When the pious Hebrew, droughty in the desert, came to streams of water, and laved his burning feet, and drank of the cooling stream, while his camels cropped the verdant meads, he could not but be reminded of the waters of the Spirit which are everywhere promised in the scriptures: Isaiah 12, 44. Ezekiel 47. Joel 2. This is the river that maketh glad the city of God, and which Christ promised to every believer.

The pious Hebrew, still pursuing his way through the wilderness, would sometimes find the shadow of a rock which raised its cheering head above the weary plains; and passing at once from the burning sands to the cooling shade, he would feel a sensation too pleasurable for language to describe. And associating his feelings with piety, he would say with David, Lead me to the rock that is higher than myself. This is the rock which the Lord hath laid in Zion for a sure foundation; and this is the rock on which Christ will build his church, that it may bid defiance to the powers of hell. Oh what repose, what comfort, what delights are found under the shadow of his protecting love.

At the ninth verse, as in Isaiah 3:16, we have a hard stroke at the women of Israel, who contributed very much by effeminacy and pride to the ruin of the state. God was resolved to punish their waste with want, their dissipation with poverty, and their fine dresses with sackcloth. The harvest and the vintage should fail, that sobriety and hunger might bring them to recollection. What then would this prophet have said to the ladies of Europe, who dash away in the brilliant circles of society? They rise a little before noon. What they are pleased to call the morning is spent in lounging, in attention to their person and dress, for they usually drink their cordial or take their breakfast in bed. If they do not take a ride, they spend their time in reading novels, whose authors were rakes and ruined women. At dinner, they sit the usual time, and keep but a glass in arrears with the men. Then they roll off to the theatre, or to other places of amusement, where persons of the finest voice or most accomplished address, damn their own souls, in giving pleasure to the concupiscence of the age. When the sabbath arrives, and when the bells of finest tone are inviting them towards noon to bow with repentance before the eternal throne, they fortify themselves with the maxims of infidelity detailed by their husbands, and abandon themselves to chambering and wantonness. Or if they go at all to the house of God, they require a preacher of soft address, who will expatiate on the divine clemency, pass the highest encomiums on virtue, and immerge his portrait in the sunbeams of Elysian felicity. Nor have they any great objection that he should now and then give a gentle stroke at vice, provided it be general, and not pointed. In a word, they require a preacher and a subject so accommodating, that if Satan for once was changed into an angel of light, and was to fill the pulpit, he would change neither the text nor the subject!—By and bye age and afflictions steal on, and death so often deprecated, makes his approach; then the conscience, instead of being enlightened by truth, and compassed by repentance, is lulled to slumber by opiates and night draughts. So these women, corrupt in principle, and haughty in habit, die in peace, or “sink with gay indifference down to everlasting fire.”

And thou, oh God, who didst punish the women of the east with sackcloth and hunger, who hast excluded the effeminate from thy kingdom; wilt thou punish all our crimes on the same scale, and with a hand equally severe? What then have we not to fear, when women crowd the broad way, and seem the foremost in leading us to destruction? Oh, ye court preachers, happy if I could rouse you to preach like this princely prophet, and to see converts among your hearers, like the noble Grecian ladies who attended the ministry of St. Paul. See on Acts 4. The sacred charge is the highest charge of heaven; you have a dread responsibility. Think of the state of your flock; think of your conscience. Socinianism can do nothing for you in death. Your new translations of the prophets, and your notes, are at issue with the prophets, as much as the common prayer is at issue with your sermons. The mitre will soon fade; and what account can you give to the bishop of souls? How will you appear before him whose glory you obscure? 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-24
Isaiah 33:1. Woe to thee, thou spoiler, who hast not been spoiled; 

And thou plunderer, who hast not been plundered. 
When thou hast ceased to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; 
When thou art weary of plundering, they shall plunder thee.—LOWTH.
Here is a very remarkable sentence against Assyria, in four striking forms. The apostrophes are full of beauty, and the figures most impressive. the connection between the crimes and the punishment being of long continuance, the sentence is against the empire, rather than against any one of the oppressors.

It is very remarkable, that the time of her visitation is fixed to the time when she should cease to spoil, and be weary of plundering. After her conquests had been circumscribed by the four surrounding seas, the Indian, the Caspian, the Euxine, and the Mediterranean. After Babylon had become the golden and the rejoicing city, and the martial spirit had subsided into the effeminacy super-induced by immensity of opulence; then the helpless became a prey to the nations she had oppressed. A guilty people revelling in luxury, like cattle before the time of slaughter. God sent upon them a spirit of slumber; they had no effective army; they had allowed Dejoces king of Media to throw off the yoke; they had never opposed Cyrus till he actually arrived on the plains of Babylon, and then her armies marched out for slaughter rather than for battle.

Isaiah 33:4. Your spoil shall be gathered, and carried away as clean as the caterpillar and the locust eat up all the vegetation of the fields. This was the case with regard to the spoil left behind by Sennacherib’s army, and with regard to Babylon; the allied nations under Cyrus seized the treasures of Babylon as the reward of their service.

Isaiah 33:5. The Lord is exalted—he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. The invasion caused the people to learn righteousness: Isaiah 26:20. They left their sins, they crouded the temple and the synagogues; they scattered alms among the poor. The terrors of the Lord developed the hearts of the people. 

Isaiah 33:7. The valiant ones cry without. Hezekiah sent out his first generals to treat with Rabshakeh; but nothing would do. The unconditional surrender of the city was required, and the removal of the inhabitants to distant lands. On hearing this, the ambassadors of peace wept bitterly. Hezekiah rent his robe and wept also. Isaiah, like St. Paul in the tempest, seemed the only man that had a soul: while they were weeping, he was composing a song of triumph for the virgins.

Isaiah 33:8-9. The highways lie waste. Torpor is on the whole land. Lebanon falls by the invaders’ axe; the beauty of Sharon fades away; the bulls of Bashan, and the sheep of Carmel, are seen no more. Gloom, like a mantle, covers the land, and despair is seen on every face.

Isaiah 33:10. Now will I arise, saith the Lord. The cries of the people, the tears and prayers of the king, who rent his robe at blasphemy, and spread the letter of Sennacherib before the Lord, moved at length the divine compassion: the Lord will not chide for ever.

Isaiah 33:12. The people shall be as the burnings of lime. Some understand this of the anger of God against Jerusalem, burning them as lime to dust and death. Others consider it as referring to the appearance of the bodies of the Chaldeans, as though their breath had scorched their throats and tongues with fire, and have therefore thought they were destroyed by the sirocco or hotwind, as described in Job 27:21. Psalms 48:7. Be that as it may, the stroke was immediately inflicted by the angel of the Lord, and in answer to prayer.

Isaiah 33:13. Hear, ye that are far off, wide as the nations which compose the Assyrian empire, and far as the winds shall blow the ships of Tarshish. The Lord hath made bare his arm; his enemies have slept the sleep of death. In the morning they had armour, but no hands.

Isaiah 33:14. The sinners in Zion are afraid. They lose all their strength, the spirit of fortitude departs, the consciousness of guilt under the more tremendous visitations of heaven deprives them of energy. Those were the men that mocked the prophets while danger was at a distance.

Fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Tremour and shaking seize them; they are not only wicked, but as the LXX and the Chaldaic read, impious. They said in the terrors of their conscience, who can dwell with devouring fire? God is angry with us; he is a consuming fire. And if such be his present wrath, who can dwell in Gehenna with everlasting burnings? Such were the sentiments of men who had gone to daring lengths of crime, and had offered, or joined with those who had offered, children to Molech. Their guilty fears said, we shall soon see Jerusalem in flames, like the conquered cities of neighbouring nations.

Isaiah 33:15. He that walketh righteously. The obedience of the law is here summed up in six precepts; but no man could obtain the righteousness of God, without faith in the promised Messiah.

Isaiah 33:17. Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty, in the peaceable worship of the temple restored. This was the one thing that David desired, that he might dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of his life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and enquire in his temple. But the intervals of Israel’s peace were only glimmerings of that day, when the sun of Zion should set no more. The prophet Ezekiel saw a glory come and fix his throne in the sanctuary; then the tabernacle of God shall be with men, and he will dwell with them for ever. Ezekiel 43. Till that happy time we must pray, saying, Isaiah 33:20. Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities. Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, an unshaken tabernacle, whose stakes shall not be plucked up for ever, and whose cords shall not be broken. These promises are applied to the multitude of gentile nations converted to the crucified Redeemer: chap. 53, 54. There is no age, nor state of the church, to which they can otherwise be applied. Then the Lord, the glorious Lord, will be to us a place of confluent streams, of broad rivers, where no ship with oars, fitted for war, shall pass. Then Messiah will break the bow of Ephraim, and publish peace to the heathen. Then the inhabitants shall not say, I am sick; for the people that dwell there shall be forgiven their iniquities, with the full remission of all chastisements.

REFLECTIONS.
The first object which strikes us here is, the retributive character of divine justice on Babylon: her punishment came in kind, the strokes were the reaction of her own rod. The spoiler must be spoiled, the robber robbed. The feasting city must fall at a feast, and her nocturnal revellings must be the very hour, as stated in Ezra 1., when God would inflict the blow. She had led nations to captivity, now she must go into captivity. She had left their cities in ruins, now the queen of the earth must subside as into her own morass, and be utterly forsaken. Surely there is a God that judgeth in the earth.

We see also the awful visitations of the sword. The land mourns, the high ways are forsaken, the cattle are carried off from the pastures, and the flocks from the hills; torpor and despair seize the people. David was wise in preferring the pestilence to the sword. At the same time, it should be known, that the Chaldeans had their commission signed and sealed in heaven; the Lord had said to the sword, “Go through the land.”

But though past ages have been cut down, and punished for their long reign of crimes, and the new generations have become as wicked as their fathers, yet we have the hope and the promise of better times from the Lord. We expect rivers of grace to wash, to change, and regenerate the heart. We expect in some more glorious manner than the Jews ever knew, to see the king in his beauty, and for wars to cease to the ends of the earth. The wars in past ages punished crimes, but applied no remedy to the heart. But in the happier ages to come, we expect the leaves of the tree of life to heal the nations; to see the earth full of people, and the christian Zion crowned with all the glory of the latter day. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-17
Isaiah 34:1-2. Come near ye nations to hear—for the indignation of the Lord is upon all the kingdoms of western Asia. Those nations are named in Jeremiah 25. They comprise Jerusalem, Egypt, Tyre, Edom, Moab, Philistia, Arabia, Elam, and Media. Five years after the fall of Jerusalem, and while the siege of Tyre was conducting, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Edom in his bloody career. At the fall of Jerusalem, Edom had not concealed her wanton joy. She had joined the Chaldeans in cruel wars against the Jews, and cried against Jerusalem, down with it, down with it, even to the ground. Psalms 137:7. Ezekiel 35:15. But her joys were short. She had before been scourged with war, now she must drink “the cup of red wine” from the hand of an angry God.

Isaiah 34:3. The mountains shall melt with their blood, which congeals with the cold of night on the hills, and melts in the day with the warmer sun. The Edomites acting on the defensive, would occupy positions on their chain of mountains, which runs through their country.

Isaiah 34:4. The heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll of parchment, which, when opened from the staff to read, on letting it slip from the fingers, it rolls spontaneously to a scroll. So the political heavens, as a dense cloud, should lour on all the nations abovenamed.

Sir Isaac Newton, on the figurative style of the prophets, remarks, that it is taken from the analogy which subsists between the natural and the political world. The heavens and their orbs designate thrones and dignities, and the earth the mass of its inhabitants. Great earthquakes, and the shaking of heaven and earth, are equivalent to the overthrow of states and nations. The creation of new heavens, and a new earth, indicate a brighter order of affairs, and stability of government. The obscuration of the sun, the bloody aspects of the full-orbed moon when seen through dense vapours, and the falling of the stars, are figurative of the utter destruction of an empire.

Isaiah 34:7. The unicorns shall come down with them. See on Numbers 23:22. It appears from the Chaldaic, that the worthies of David’s army, and afterwards other heroic men, were surnamed lions. Some of the Chaldean chiefs might therefore, on account of their strength, like Memnon, be called unicorns. But others turn this to the wild goats, some species of which have, like the unicorn, but one horn. The unicorn, as found in the interior of Africa, is very destructive to husbandry.

Isaiah 34:8. It is the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. The heaviest curse therefore shall rest on Edom for the innocent blood she has shed, for she knew the moral wrong she was doing better than the Chaldean. Pitch, sulphur, dust or sand, shall oppose fertility; yea, travellers in future years, shall have difficulty in finding the ruins of her once flourishing cities. Wild beasts shall invade her hills, and birds of less gracious note shall build in her ruins.

Isaiah 34:16. Seek ye out of the book of the Lord— no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate. In the first creation of living beings, God made them male and female; and when he destroyed the world by water, he brought them in pairs to Noah. His gracious care and tender mercies are over all his works.

REFLECTIONS.
How are thy characters here displayed, oh Most Holy! The severity of thine arm seems to correspond with that of men engaged in revengeful wars. The ear tingles at the prophet’s voice, and the heart palpitates while we read. Thou callest the nations to attend the tragedy of Idumea, and other similar offenders; to look on, while they are drenched with the cup of red wine from thine awful hand.

But severity in this case inculcates humanity on us. We must not rejoice when others are chastened for their sins, for we also are sinners. The calamities of famine, pestilence and war, sport abroad; but surely not on greater sinners than ourselves. The prophet warns Jerusalem by the fall of her sister Samaria.

The curse on Edom is in similar words of desolation to that on Babylon, because, like the Chaldeans, she had fought against Zion, and exulted at her fall. That was not wise. Had Jerusalem flourished, Edom might have attended her feasts, and received instruction. The unhallowed joys and immeasurable cruelties of a wicked age are highly displeasing to the Lord. Thus the sins of men accumulate like clouds, till at length the tempest bursts upon their own heads.

This chapter sounds an alarm to all guilty nations, slumbering in their sins. Those who abused life with the grossest of immoralities, should live no longer. Their rich and fruitful land, stained with crimes, should now be stained with the blood of a guilty people. It had long been the cry, hush! God seeth not. Now he awoke as an angry man.

The very ground itself is cursed for the sake of the people. The lands where devils had been so long worshipped, should be in perpetual desolation; for the dancing of satyrs has a striking coincidence with that of the devil- worshipper in Ceylon, when he is called to attend a dying man. The Wesleyan missionaries have exposed those depths of Satan to open shame. All these birds of mournful note, and serpents, designate the eternal oblivion of Babylon the great, to which the prophet silently slides; for he says, the ransomed of the Lord shall return: Isaiah 35:10.—Where then are the souls of those guilty cities and nations? These strokes are for the instruction of all future generations. 

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-10
Isaiah 35:1. The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad. After giving the people bright hopes of recovery from the devastations of invading armies, the prophet dwells at large on the glory and grace of the Messiah’s kingdom. Dr. Lowth has here left the Versions behind, by reading, “The well-watered plains of Jordan shall rejoice.” His authorities for reading Jordan instead of desert are very few. He has refined on the original, and gaited the pure and beautiful simplicity of the English version, which very happily expresses the original. For the Jordan to rejoice was no new thing: its vallies and plains, from one to ten miles broad, were fertile and greatly coveted by Lot. They were adorned, as a prophet says, with all “the pride of Jordan.” Jeremiah 12:5.

Isaiah 35:8. A highway shall be there, and a (plain) way. The Hebrew ודרךְ ve-derek, “and a way,” is repeated, which some have thought an error of the scribe. The Greek is, a clean, a clear, or an open way. The Latin is, Semîta et via, which requires some expletive, as above.

It shall be called the way of holiness: the unclean, the uncircumcised in heart, shall not pass over it. At the same time it shall be so open, and so crowded with nations of devout travellers, that the wayfaring man, though unskilled in travelling, shall not lose his way. This text and song must therefore be understood in unison with Isaiah 2. and Micah 4., which spake of mount Zion as being established on the tops of the mountains, to which all nations shall go up, and crowd the courts of the Lord. The Zion below derived much hope and comfort from this beautiful song; but Jerusalem above, the new-testament church, the mother of us all, is the real Zion, whose temple can contain all nations, and which could not be built and established by human hands.

Isaiah 35:10. The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion. Joyful tidings to the Hebrews: they shall be liberated from captivity, they shall return and build the city and sanctuary of the Lord, and once more rejoice in his courts. Aye; but short were their joys, and long their troubles. Yet those who return to Christ, being the ransomed of the Lord from all iniquity, shall find a city and temple already built, and her twelve gates, wide as the arch of a rainbow, always open. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Crowns of glory shall be given them, and an unalienable inheritance; and wars and death shall be no more. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have a right to the tree of life, and enter in through the gates into the city. Revelation 22:14.

REFLECTIONS.
After the storms of war, after the land had been washed in blood, and stained with every crime, we see the Lord laying aside his anger, and returning again with love to his people. The prophet, in a sublime and beautiful song, consoles them with national felicity, a figure of the more glorious kingdom of Christ. As the bloody Assyrians had devastated the country in the career of conquest, so now the cedars of Lebanon, the flocks of Carmel, and the fruitful Sharon, are made to exult in their destruction. Those beautiful hills saw once more the glory of God in his covenant prosperity under Hezekiah’s happy reign. When God came with vengeance on the enemy, and with a recompense of their spoil, they who were as blind and deaf both saw and heard his work; yea, the lame man leaped as a hart. A highway was opened for all who had fled to return, a way of holiness, for the people came back to worship the Lord with better minds. It was so crowded and so plain that the wayfaring man, though ignorant of the country, could not err. The peace and protection were so great that neither lions nor robbers dared to annoy the worshippers in their journey. And the captured Hebrews, ransomed by the munificence of their country, returned to Zion with garlands of joy, or crowns of flowers on their heads.

But to restrict this prophecy to the prosperity in Hezekiah’s reign would be injurious to Israel’s hope, and totally dissonant to the method of prophets who referred all their joys to the Messiah, and who connected every temporal deliverance with the grand chain of blessings extending from the everlasting covenant. Hence we look forward with the prophet, from the glory and peace of his king to the greater glory of the Messiah, and the happiness of the converted. The gentile world is called a wilderness, Song of Solomon 8:5, which was made to bud and blossom as the rose by the grace of the gospel. It lay in a dark and desolate state, but when the gospel came, truth, righteousness, and piety flourished in myriads of converts to the Lord.—In like manner, the gospel not only converts, but it comforts: it strengthens the weak hands, and confirms the feeble knees. Hebrews 12:12. It brings a thousand motives, and adduces a cloud of witnesses to encrease our faith and confidence in the Lord. John the baptist himself was strengthened in prison by the evangelical accomplishment of this prophecy. Go and tell John, said Jesus, the things which ye do see and hear, that the blind see, that the deaf hear, &c. Matthew 11:6. Yea, the eyes of the gentile world were open to see the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The preaching of the gospel was also accompanied with an effusion of the Spirit. Waters broke out in the wilderness, and pools in the parched ground, when the Spirit in all his grace and fulness descended from on high. Churches were everywhere formed, and the waste places of the gentiles became the garden of the Lord. The way of faith and holiness was laid open as a highway to heaven; and this good old way was made so plain by divine instruction everywhere abounding in the church, that the most simple and inexperienced enquirers would not err in any hurtful degree, provided they were truly sincere. At first indeed there were many lions in the way, the fierce beasts or persecutors, with some of whom Paul fought at Ephesus; but in the glory of the latter day, kings shall more eminently than ever be nursing fathers to the church. Then the Hebrews, ransomed from the sentence of exile, oppression and sin, shall return to Zion with singing and everlasting joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-22
Isaiah 36:1. In the fourteenth year of Hezekiah, Sennacherib came up against all the cities of Judah. This history is related in 2 Chronicles 32., with notes and comments: but it was proper for Isaiah to insert it in his own volume, being an exact accomplishment of his predictions against the western nations of Africa.

Isaiah 36:2. Rabshakeh—stood by the conduit of the upper pool. The Assyrian army occupied an elevated position on the whole west of the city, where they had water and defence. See the map of Jerusalem, and 2 Chronicles 32:30.

Isaiah 36:8. Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king. Rabshakeh demanded two thousand hostages of the best families, for whom he would provide horses. He offered to remove them to a land like their own, but alas, a land unnamed! The military insolence of a man elated with conquests. Who but the vanquished can bear it?

Isaiah 36:10. Am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? He used the word Jehovah, a name which he thought would have weight with the Jews. If his gods had delivered such an oracle, they had done it to destroy both him and his army. A great man consummately wicked. Blasphemy filled up the measure of his sins.

Isaiah 36:19. Where are the gods of Hamath? The country north of the passe of Lebanon.—Sephar-vaim, a kingdom north of Damascus. Arphad, Hena, and Ivah were royal cities, adjacent to the kingdom of Hamath. Those men boasted of having conquered the gods; to say they had conquered men was of small account. Idolaters from the beginning have placed their cities and temples under the care of titular divinities. The origin of such practices was pious, without a doubt; for Jacob says, “the angel of the Lord, (the Messiah) hath redeemed me from all evil and mischief.” The Athenians, walking in the vanity of their imagination, placed their city under the care of the blue-eyed Pallas. We follow them in placing churches and chapels under the patronage of apostles, saints and martyrs. 

REFLECTIONS.
Thousands of men, on reading the lives of conquerors, feel an ambition kindle in their heart to imitate their career. Dazzled with the idea of glory, they overlook the bloodshed, the devastation and misery they must bring on the vanquished. But God graciously controuls their pride, and holds them fast in the fetters of restraint. However, when the God of nations sees it meet to humble the proud, and punish every crime with an appropriate stroke, he draws from the treasures of his providence a man everyway adapted for his purpose. Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Sesostris, Alexander, Julius Cæsar, the Mahomedan conquerors, and one of our own times, have been eminently distinguished as the scourges of heaven to a guilty age. But the commission has its limits, the duration has its bounds, and the reward for their work is sure. Thus the great king of Nineveh, seeing his standards flying on the towers of Ecbatana in the east, on Babylon in the south, and northward among the Scythians, resolved to cut off the nations of the west who should rebel, and to transport the cities who should submit to other parts of his empire. As a mighty inundation when the spring-tides break all the banks, he sallied forth from all the cities of the Tygris and Euphrates. Damascus, Samaria, Philistia, and all the nations of western Asia, either perished by the storming of their cities, or submitted to the pleasure of the conqueror. Hezekiah alone seems to have bought off the calamity with an immensity of gifts; nor did this wave of destruction recoil on Nineveh till Sennacherib was obliged to raise the siege of Pelusium, now Damiette, at the mouth of the Nile. Then this most wicked army, being about a thousand miles from home, nearly all perished in their retreat. Hence the attack on Jerusalem was very unfair, after the acceptance of Hezekiah’s gifts; and the nature of the summons was insolent and impious in the extreme. Thus God very often permits wickedness to arrive at maturity before he thrusts in the sickle. The summons of Rabshakeh has a specious appearance of wisdom and equity. He mocks at Hezekiah’s resources for war, and at his confidence in Egypt. And as to help from heaven, the general farther inferred that Hezekiah could expect none, because he had taken away the high places and altar of Israel’s God. This was a just argument, though founded on mistake, for it was Baal’s altars that Hezekiah had destroyed. But let us not profit the less by truth for this mistake. Learn then, oh backsliding soul, that if thou forsakest the house and altar of thy God, thou hast no just claim to help in the day of trouble. We have next the great prudence of Hezekiah’s ministers, in wishing to conceal the progress of the treaty they wanted to ratify, till it was matured for disclosure; because it would divide the people in opinion, inflame their passions, and be an insult to the king. But the general, just like sinners on the verge of destruction, gloried in rejecting counsel, and applained the way for his total ruin. 

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-38
Isaiah 37:3. This is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy. What moral idea can we form of a conqueror? A man hailed, adored, and applauded by the world. History is full of his fame, and monuments are loaded with his glory. His ambition is without bounds: “he saith, I will cut off nations not a few.” And what idea must he have of the loss of his own army; the finest men of his nation, and fully equipped for war. Assuredly, he calculates the lives of men as merchants count their gold. And perishing in war, like Sennacherib and Rabshakeh, how must he live with the countless myriads of souls which he sent to the shades below? To say nothing of the anger of an avenging God, all the anguish which murdered multitudes can inflict on the spirit of a culprit, will await him in the shades of death. If the blasphemy of those men let loose on earth, and the reins launched to every lawless passion, horrified good men; what must the recoil of that blasphemy be among the damned?

When Isaiah saw the storm coming, for the seers had enlightened eyes, he blew the trumpet like a watchman, and cried, “He is come to Ajath, he is advanced to Migron. At Michmash he has laid up his carriages; they have crossed the river, they have encamped at Geba. Ramah, the soul of Gibeah, is fled. Lift up thy voice, oh daughter of Gallim; cause it to be heard to Laish. Oh poor Anathoth! Madmenah is removed. The inhabitants of Gebim assemble for flight.” Isaiah 10:28-31.

Isaiah 37:4. It may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh. King Hezekiah took a wise course; he spread the letter of Sennacherib before the Lord, and pleaded the promises of divine protection. A fine example for us to follow. This was better than reliance on the bruised reed of Egypt.

Isaiah 37:25. I have digged, and drunk [strange] waters. 2 Kings 19:24. In the sandy deserts, the cattle can smell water underground, and will thrust their noses into the sands. John Campbell’s Travels in South Africa. In like cases, the Assyrian armies must have dug wide pits, and obtained supplies of water.

Isaiah 37:29. I will put my hook in thy nose, as rings are put in the nose of camels, bears, buffaloes, and unruly bulls. 

Isaiah 37:36. Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand. Who would set the thorns and the briars in battle against Omnipotence? This stroke of the arm of heaven is six times recorded in the sacred writings; in the books of Kings and Chronicles as above; and three times in the Apocrypha. It is recorded by Herodotus, the father of Grecian history, in his second book.—Euterpe. The stalking pride of atheism can find no footing here. This Angel, according to the prophet Hosea, was Jehovah; the Angel, as in Genesis 22:16; Genesis 32:30. Isaiah 63:7; Isaiah 63:16. His words are, 

To the house of Judah I will be tenderly merciful,
And I will save them by Jehovah their God:
And I will not save them by the bow,
Nor by the sword, nor by battle; 
By horses, nor by horsemen.—Hosea 1:7. 
Lowth’s Version.
Isaiah 37:38. Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword. In this war, God’s sword had two edges. It smote the nations of the west, and the Assyrians after they had wickedly done his strange work. Sennacherib, the greatest offender, received the most distinguished punishment. He who set Jehovah at defiance was deceived by his gods! He who thought to burn the temple of the Lord, perished in his own temple! His sins pursued him to the last retreats of conscience, and mercy spurned him from her bar.

REFLECTIONS.
What a day of trouble to Judah! What a day of anguish to Hezekiah and his ministers! They had heard Rabshakeh class JEHOVAH with the gods of the gentiles, and set him at defiance; and yet no fire went forth from the Lord to consume, nor did the earth open her mouth to swallow him up. They saw all Asia from Armenia to India in his power, while Jerusalem only and a few small cities dared to resist. It seemed for the time as though the age of the furies was come, and that heaven had granted permission for the powers of darkness to reign on earth.

When we are unable to stem the torrent of wickedness, let us keep silence, and weep for what we hear. Thus good Hezekiah and his ministers rent their robes for the blasphemy they had heard, and with fasting and prayer sought the salvation of God. Happy for Judah in this day of trouble that the idols had been recently destroyed; happy that there was a prophet, and a synagogue of righteous men in Jerusalem; and happy that there was a king whose heart was inclined to seek the Lord, and to consult his prophets.

Promises and encouragements from the Lord, and especially in the day of trouble, are doubly precious, and should be embraced by faith. So Hezekiah, more encouraged by the prophet’s declaration, than intimidated by Rabshakeh’s blasphemy, went into the temple and spread this letter before his God. He acknowledged the presence of the Lord, dwelling between the cherubims; he magnified him above all the gods, and besought him to save in the evil day.

God sends a speedy answer to the prayer which is offered up in faith and piety. Besides the interior sweetness conveyed to the soul of the weeping king, Isaiah was inspired to console him with a message of triumph. The calamity being public, God was pleased thus to compose the public mind. The whole character of the answer is a retort of pious scorn. It is the vaunting of a mortal confounded by the boasting of a God. While this vain king was swelled to heaven with the pride of trampling on nations, and burning their gods, the Lord reproaches him with impious ignorance in not knowing that nations have withered as the grass; and he assures him, that he would now put a ring in his nose as an unruly camel, and lead him back most disgracefully to Nineveh, where he should receive, not the homage of a divinity, but the punishment of an execrated tyrant. And farther, that heaven made so little an account of his boasting, as not to allow him to shoot one feeble arrow against the bulwarks of Jerusalem. How happy is the nation which seeks its protection under the wings of the sanctuary! And God was faithful to his word. Sennacherib, hearing that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, was approaching, raised the siege of Libnah, and advanced with his whole army against Jerusalem; and the first night he sat down before the city, behold, the angel of the Lord, who for Israel’s sake had slain the firstborn of Egypt, once more stretched forth his hand, and slew that very night one hundred and eighty five thousand of his army. What a stroke was this from the hand of the Lord! Are these the men who have half swept the earth of its inhabitants? Now they are slaughtered in turn. Are these the men who have plundered the nations, and forced Hezekiah to spoil the temple for gold? Behold they have brought back the fruit of their wickedness, and been compelled to disgorge it at the Lord’s feet. Are these the men who compared JEHOVAH to the gods of the gentiles, and said he could not defend his city? Behold, he bids an angel touch their flesh, and in the morning they are all dead corpses. There is but a remnant spared to tell the nations of the east the terrors of his name. See the notes on 2 Chronicles 32. 

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-22
Isaiah 38:1. Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and not live. This burden of the Lord placed the prophet in a critical situation. God saw that nothing milder than this harsh and tremendous stroke would bring the royal mind to recollection, and elicit those fine sentiments of repentance which follow in the subsequent psalm. But the prophet’s life would also have been in danger, had it not been for the recession of the solar shadow on the dial of Ahaz, having as a false prophet terrified and deceived his sovereign, and given a falsehood to the nation.

Isaiah 38:2. Towards the wall. Either to hide his tears, or rather to look towards the temple.

Isaiah 38:6. I will deliver thee out of the hand of the king of Assyria. Of course, this sickness was presently after the Assyrians had fled.

Isaiah 38:8. The sun returned ten degrees on the dial of Ahaz. The Chaldaic reads ten hours, but nearly all the Versions ten steps; and though we are ignorant of the construction of this dial, it was no doubt correct, its gnomen or stile indicating on the steps of the palace the time or hours of the day. The ancients divided the day and the night into four parts, as we learn from Matthew 20:3-6; calling them the third, the sixth, and the ninth hour; they therefore had dials by which time was measured. All authors agree that dials were invented by the Chaldeans, yet they must in some form or other have been coëval with the labours of man, Job 7:2. The dials of Greece and of India, are all found standing on pedestals, or are of mural structure. Though Jerome represents the dial of Ahaz as placed on a staircase, it is thought to have been otherwise constructed. Be the form what it might, the gnomen was parallel with the poles of the earth. The lines marked on the plane are what the text calls degrees; but whether those lines were three to the hour, as in India, or four as with us, we have no certainty.

How was this retrogation of the solar shadow on the dial effected? Our rational theologians say, by a deflection of the sun’s shadow. That might indeed have convinced the priests in the temple; but how could it convince the people that Isaiah was a true prophet? The phenomenon seems to have been observed in Chaldea, as well as in Judea, which induced the king of Babylon to send an embassy to congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery. The event was also registered at Heliopolis in Egypt, where all the people were called astronomers. The priests assured Herodotus “that from the time of their first king, to the destruction of Sennacherib’s army, the sun had four times changed from east to west; that he had risen twice where he now sets, and that he had twice set where we see him daily rise.”—Euterpe, chap. 142. It is also added, that no change had been produced by these phenomena, on the Nile, on the nation, or the affairs of Egypt.

Had it not been for this stupendous miracle, the recession of the sun’s shadow, Isaiah would have been denounced as a false prophet, who had presumptuously afflicted both the king and the people; but providence took care to seal the divine prediction. And it is surely some help to our faith, to see the facts of sacred history confirmed by pagan testimony; nor does it appear that any reputable author has denied the correctness of the above statement, though some have smiled at the Egyptian chronology in dating back eleven thousand years. See also the note on Joshua 10.

Isaiah 38:10. In the cutting off of my days, being then in his fortieth year. The word is used of weavers, who “cut off” one piece, and then proceed to work the rest of their warp or chain, as is repeated in Isaiah 38:12. It would also have been the cutting off of his house, Manasseh not being born till the third year after the king’s sickness.

Isaiah 38:11. I shall not see the Lord. I shall not go and thank him in his temple for my recovery, and praise him for the victory over the Assyrians by enjoying its fruits. Many think that this sickness happened while Sennacherib was fighting in Egypt.

Isaiah 38:17. Thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. A phrase of the same import occurs in the Wisdom of Solomon, 11:23. “Thou lookest another way, and beholdest not the sins of men that they may repent.” Æsop has given us a fable of a Greek, who put all his own faults in one end of a wallet, and his neighbour’s in the other. Unluckily, he threw the end with his own faults behind his back, and carried his neighbours before.

REFLECTIONS.
Hezekiah reformed his kingdom of idolatry, and restored the worship of the Lord, but he purged not his heart from vanity. He walked with God with so perfect a heart that he spared not the brazen serpent when it became an occasion of sin; and yet he retained certain idols in his own breast. After the destruction of the Assyrians, he proudly placed their armour in the arsenals of David, and displayed the banners of nations, not taken by his own sword, in the sanctuary of God. The wealth and spoil he put in his treasuries, which were considerably augmented by the gifts of kings and ambassadors who crowded his court and temple. Thus his favours were great, and high above all the kings of the earth; but he rendered not again unto the Lord. He did not possess the excellent spirit of his Sire, who said, What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits? Hence we learn a most instructive lesson, that when God has raised a man from poverty and affliction, and loaded him with prosperity, to be forgetful, and less pious, is highly provoking in his sight.

We may also remark, that such is the proneness of human nature to vanity as to render it necessary for the Lord greatly to try those whom he greatly honours. Thus it was with the patriarchs, with the prophets, and with the apostles; and so it must ever be in the wise administration of providence.

Hezekiah was smitten with a mortal sickness in the midst of his years, when he was a father to the church and the joy of his kingdom. So it daily happens that many good men, in the prime of life, and at the crisis of their greatest usefulness to their families and the public, are arrested by affliction and death. The Lord it may be sees some dangerous snares before them, and death is infinitely preferable to sin. And if not, the bringing of a man’s heart and affections home to heaven, is more than any temporal services he can do in health.

When Isaiah approached his afflicted sovereign it was not to comfort, but to sanctify his soul. He was commissioned to say, Set thy house in order; set thy heart and thy kingdom in order, for thou shalt die, and not live.— Oh, language is not able to describe the situation of a careless professor, when he is suddenly seized with affliction, and brought to the gates of eternity, and without any evidence of his adoption; but on the contrary, a heart which reproaches him for hoarding up wealth, while his soul was barren, cold, and poor. He has made a hard struggle to excel his neighbours in riches, but has lost sight, too much lost sight, of the unfading crown of life and glory. Ministers ought not, like Drelincourt, to comfort these men against the fears of death till they have first sanctified them. In their prosperity they have not rendered again unto the Lord, by kindness to the poor, and adequate support of the christian ministry, but have wasted much in household establishments, and tours of pleasure. They have encreased in the spirit of the world, instead of encreasing in piety and the fear of the Lord. Providence therefore is obliged to sanctify them with the rod.

Hezekiah raised from death in answer to prayer, very piously committed his sentiments to writing, that he might not again forget, as he had partially done with regard to the Assyrians. He blames himself for despairing, though his affliction was very heavy. He paints all the scenes of his suffering in delicate sentiments, that he might repeat them in devotional songs. He particularly thanks God for healing his soul, as well as his body, by removing the bitterness of his mind and refusing to look at his sins, implied in casting them behind his back. His sentiments also are finely marked, in regard to his future good intention. The dead cannot praise the Lord in his earthly temple, therefore the living shall praise thee; and this vow he faithfully performed. 

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-8
Isaiah 39:1. Merodach-Baladan. He is called Berodach in 2 Kings 20:12; and being the son of Baladan, he joined his father’s name to his own. Merodach is the name of an idol, and Baladan the name of a country. Bel or Baal was also an idol. Isaiah 46:1. Daniel 5:1. Adan is found in 2 Kings 25:8, being the latter part of a general’s name. This prince is supposed to have been tributary to the Assyrians, and to have taken advantage of the destruction of their army, and of the death of Sennacherib, to shake off the yoke. Baladan his father was Belesis, governor of Babylon, who on successfully revolting against Nineveh, ascended the throne under the title of Nabonassar.

Isaiah 39:2. The house of his precious things. The treasury where the regalia was kept; the crown, the trophies, gifts, and works of art.

And the spices, botanic gardens.

The precious ointment, imported, as is likely, from India.

The house of his armour. This was a very splendid arsenal, for after the destruction of the Assyrians, their armour was added to all that king Uzziah had prepared. Nations rising from the simplicity of pastoral habits, to the splendour of empire, must have assortable establishments. But the king is severely censured, because he rendered not again to the Lord for this salvation and national glory, by public acts of mercy and of gratitude. 2 Chronicles 32:25. He greatly fell away from the spirit of religion, which might be a cause of Manasseh’s early depravity and apostasy. Be careful, ye rich, not to ruin your children.

Isaiah 39:7. Thy sons—shall be eunuchs. The word is compounded of ευνη, chamber, and εχω, to have the charge of the chambers, containing the dresses and riches of the matrons and the virgins. For the most part, those men were cruelly castrated. Isaiah foresaw these humiliations seven generations before the event; he foresaw also that Babylon, now throwing off the yoke of Nineveh, would succeed, and be the ruin of the Jews. These complicated objects of distant vision all came true; and by consequence, this most illustrious man must have been divinely inspired. 

REFLECTIONS.
All these riches, all this glory, said the prophet, shall go to Babylon! What a stroke at human pride, and what an obscuration of Judah’s sun. Surely man walketh in a vain shadow: he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them. And this stroke happened when the court were elated with an embassy from the king of Babylon.

Similar sentiments animated the breasts of both the kings, with regard to the rejection of Sennacherib’s yoke. Hezekiah therefore, swelled with hope, and too forgetful that all his prosperity was the special gift of God, shows the embassy all the armour of the Assyrians, all the valuable curiosities which his fathers had laid up, and all his vessels of silver and gold. Ah, so it is that one vain mortal will show strangers his mansion, his pleasure-grounds, and all his noble pride; a merchant with equal vanity will show his ships, his warehouse, his factory, and all his wealth; and the pendant will show his library, and talk of his knowledge, and works, till he has wearied the ears of his friends.

A vain forgetful temper which ascribes praise to ourselves, is highly displeasing to God. When Nebuchadnezzar said, Is not this great Babylon which I have built for the honour and glory of my majesty; he was deprived of the reason which he had abused; and Hezekiah was sentenced to lose the riches which he had ostentatiously displayed. When man misapplies the trusts of providence, it is just in the Giver of all good to put his treasures into other hands.

God very often conveys his admonitions so as to wound and mortify the pride in which mortals place their glory. Scarcely had the king entertained the strangers with a sight of all his wealth, than Isaiah apprized his master that those very men were come in fact to make an inventory of all those stores, arsenals and riches, for the king of Babylon. Oh what a check to vain glory, and forgetfulness of God! Let us ever recollect that we must leave this house and land to posterity, and perhaps to strangers: and let us know that the poorest beggar will enter with us the invisible world, on equal terms, and perhaps be applauded at the bar of God, when we shall be reproved. What can we do under the dark gloom of every earthly loss, but spring into the arms of Christ, with the prophet who in the next words cries out, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-31
Isaiah 40:1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. What a sweet voice is this to the church, after all her long afflictions. The words are doubled, to designate the fulness of comfort in the pardon of sin, testified by remission of punishment.

Isaiah 40:2. She hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. The later rabbins say here, that the Babylonian captivity, and the Roman dispersion, were the double punishment of Zion’s sins. The words are variously expounded.

(1) Hyperbolically, she has been doubly punished for her sins.

(2) Of grace, she has received double, in the gifts and graces of Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 40:3. The voice that crieth in the wilderness. The ministry of John the baptist, preparing the way of the Lord, announcing the revelation of his glory, expostulating with the withering grass, and exhorting the people to hear his heralds on the tops of the mountains. Blessed are they that know the joyful sound.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Providence took care that this should be done by the translation of the holy scriptures into Greek, which was then the travelling language of the world; by the Roman conquests, and by the tolerant character of those conquests in adopting all gods, and honouring all temples, on which account Cicero calls the Romans the most religious of all nations; by a vast accession of gentile proselytes, and by synagogues in the great cities of the empire.

Isaiah 40:4. Every valley shall be exalted. The reference is to the pioneers, who go before great armies, and prepare the way. Semiramis levelled the road over the Zarcean mountain to Ecbatana; the Romans also made military roads in all the countries united to their empire. The existence of those roads can still be traced in different parts of England.

Isaiah 40:5. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. Christ and his gospel. John 1:14. Eusebius says, the gospel was like the sun enlightening the world at once. The sound of the preachers’ voice went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. Romans 10:18. There was no nation where their voice was not heard. Psalms 19:3.

Isaiah 40:7. The Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. Breath, wind, and spirit, very often are of the same import. Here it may mean the droughty season, when the grass was dried into hay.

Isaiah 40:9. Behold your God. The Messiah must not be degraded, else how should the world regard him with joy, as in the next words. Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him. St. Mark begins his history thus: The gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. St. John says, “In the beginning was the Word,” coëternal with the Father, whose Divinity is the fountain of the Son’s Divinity, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God. Similar is the language of the apostle to the Romans Romans 1:3-4; and to the Hebrews, Hebrews 1:1-8.

Isaiah 40:31. They shall mount up with wings as eagles. In the fable, when the eaglets asked their dam what they should do when exposed to danger, she replied, “my children, look right at the sun.” This is equally good advice for the christian. By looking to heaven, he leaves danger far behind. He renews his strength by conversing with unseen objects, and gets fresh supplies of grace. The eagle lives to a great age, and when she renews her plumage, she is said to renew her youth.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah having left his country under the portentous cloud of Babylonian captivity, hastens to bring the rich cup of comfort to cheer the heart of Zion amidst her tears. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. The church he makes his first care and sole delight. For her the breezes blow, the sun shines, and the rains descend. He opens at once to her view the glory of Christ, the healer of all her woes. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed to eyes of flesh, and all the empire shall see the sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings. He is the light of the gentiles, and the glory of Israel. He saw the Baptist open his commission in the wilderness, and preparing the way of the Lord by calling the nation to repentance, and reformation of manners.

John, clothed with the grandeur of God, and filled with his Master’s spirit, addresses the nations as withering grass, and as the fading flower: All flesh is grass; the grass withereth, the flower fadeth, because the wind of the Lord blows upon it.— What then is the best wisdom of a perishing world? It is to listen to the voice of his heralds, whose feet are beauteous upon the mountains. It is to behold their God, whose glory fadeth not away. He is the Lord and giver of life. His strong arm shall rule for him; he shall break the Assyrian power to pieces. Like David he is the shepherd of Israel; he shall take into his bosom the bleating lamb, and gently lead the weak. Eventually he shall gather the Jews and the Gentiles into one safe and secure fold.

Oh Israel, look alone at the grandeur of your God, sublime in all his works, profound in his counsel, and omnipotent in all his ways. Look solely to him, cast your idols into the fire, and fear your enemies no more. Why liken Jehovah to works of wood and stone? Why provoke him to destroy you? He is able, if you repent, to reverse the sentence of the Babylonian captivity, and prolong your lives as the life of Hezekiah. Jeremiah 36:3. But if otherwise, if the Chaldeans must come; if your young men must fall by the sword, and fill the streets in Jerusalem, then I will comfort the remnant. Jeremiah 14:16, 2Ch_36:17. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, and inherit all the glory of the future age. 

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-29
Isaiah 41:1. Keep silence before me, oh islands. Commentators here refer us to the time of our Saviour’s birth, for the isles of Chittim designate the Roman power. In the Augustan age, the temple of Janus for the third time was shut, in commemoration of peace throughout the world, and when the stormy shouts of war were heard no more. Thus, when the fulness of time was come, providence prepared the way, by peace and concord, for the Saviour’s advent. Christian doctors seem agreed, that Janus and Noah are the same person. Italian tradition is constant, that he reigned in Italy, for all nations are willing enough to claim kindred with a god. They built a temple to his memory; and in the worship of their gods, the name of Janus was first invoked. Jupiter taught him the way and manner of life, which before his time had been belligerent and savage, but now became mild, innocent, and social. The poets call this the golden age. The verses of Vola speak of those pristine days in the same manner, as cited in Exodus 4:2.

As Noah taught astronomy to the new world, the poets make him ruler of the heavenly bodies, and give his name to the first month of the year. His statue was constructed with a double face, looking at once both at the old and the new world. Ovid addresses him in these words. “Who shall explain to me thy nature, oh Janus, and the attributes of thy double front? For the gods of Greece do not resemble thee: a deity peculiar among those assembled on the high Olympiade. Instruct me concerning thyself, and say why thou seest at once both before and behind.”

Quem tamen esse Deum te dicam, Jane biformis?
Nam tibi par nuilum Græcia numen habet. Ede simul causam, cur de cœlestibus unus, Sitque quod à tergo, sitque quod ante vides. FASTORUM, lib. 1. Ed. Paris, 1804.
Isaiah 41:2. A righteous man from the east. The Jews say this is Abraham; but this construction not agreeing with the universal wars and conquests here mentioned, the words are understood of Cyrus, as in chap. 44, 45. He it was who drove the nations as stubble; and in a career of conquests, where his feet had never gone before. He is called “a righteous man,” because he was God’s minister of justice to Babylon, and because he restored the Jews, as well as other nations, to their own land. 

Isaiah 41:7. So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith. See other satires in Isaiah 40:18; Isaiah 44:9-17. Psalms 115.

Isaiah 41:23. Shew the things that are to come. Here is a challenge of the truth of prophecy, and a defiance given to all idols. Here is a declaration that God alone knows the events of futurity; yea, all contingencies, which have a dependence on the will of man. The testimony of the truth of all predictions is the Divinity. He alone has power to contemplate the future, and from eternity to look through all clouds, in all the wide-extended chain of cause and consequence. No creature ever had or can have this power. Here the words of the holy prophets are justified, and all idols, and all lying oracles, are covered with eternal shame.

The prophet here treats the heathen oracles with contempt; but that contempt admits their existence in his own times; and that existence was wide as the gentile world. The Chaldeans, the Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Druids, in every land, consulted their gods.

In 1711 a collection of letters was printed at Paris from missionaries in India. Among these is one from the venerable father Bouchet to father Baltus. He states “that demons still gave oracles, not from the mouth of the statues, but from men; and in a manner which could not proceed from the artifices of the priests. But that with regard to future events their oracles were ambiguous, and often false; for those things the demons could know only by conjecture.”

If we disbelieve the oracles of heathen temples, we disbelieve the testimony of the most accredited gentile historians, and many christian fathers. Herodotus, a judicious historian, mentions many instances, and sometimes names deceptions. The defeat of Perseus, king of Macedonia, was known at Rome on the fourth day. The battle gained by five thousand Croatians, was known in Peloponnesus the same day. The defeat of the Tarquin, near the Lake Regilla, was almost instantly published by two young men in Rome. Plutarch reports these in his life of Paul Emilius: p. 547. Still the words of our prophet are correct, no demon speaking either by priest, or pythoness, could tell the future.

REFLECTIONS.
The church in Judea must have been greatly depressed to hear this eminent prophet declare, that all the boasted glory of Israel should go into captivity. He foresaw that after all the struggles and labours of the holy prophets, the false prophets would be the favourite preachers to the rulers of Judah, and that the gods of Jerusalem would be as numerous as her streets. The discourse that follows must therefore be regarded as a cup of strong consolation handed to the saints under the hopeless aspects of their country, while the body of the nation was diseased with every vice of the gentile world.

The prophet next proceeds to satirize the trade of making gods; the panting of the carpenter at every hard blow, the sweatings and the melting heats at the foundries, the strokes of the hammer, and the joyful voice at last—It is ready for sodering! Ah, dirty, sooty race; vile as you are, and brutish too, it must require the strong charms of a consecration, and liberal libations of wine, to induce you to bow the knee to idols which cost you so much fatigue. The Almighty therefore saw it was preferable that his true people should suffer hard labour in Babylon, than endure the insults of apostasy in Judea.

When the time comes for the visitation of nations, the Lord encloses his church in the innermost circles of his providence. Yea, amid the storms of war the Captain’s voice is heard, “But thou Israel art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.” I will never forget my covenant with thy fathers, nor with their children. Though the mountains depart, and empires be removed, my kindness shall not depart from thee: Isaiah 54:10. Fear not, look to none but me; for I am with thee. I will be poor in thy poverty, and share in thy captivity. My glory shall be seen by the river Chebar. Ezekiel 1:3. I will strengthen thee for labour, and for war with all thy foes. Yea, I will help thee, and come opportunely to thine aid in the day of trouble. Fear not; you are yet the heirs of grace and glory. “Thy seed shall inherit the gentiles.” I will uphold thee with my arm, in all the weary years of thy pilgrimage. I will not leave thee till I have performed all that I have sworn to Abraham.

Again I say, fear not, worm Jacob, though the enemy in the years of thine affliction trample upon thee. When the poor and needy seek water in the sandy deserts, and there is none; when they cry to me, they shall not perish like the wicked. I will open rivers for them in dry places, and springs in the vallies, and will prepare pools in the parched ground. Rejoice, oh Zion, thou shalt yet survive to see the world like the garden of Eden, and all thine enemies under thy feet. The invading army from the north shall come only to burn the chaff, while my sanctified ones shall gather the wheat into my garner.

Amidst all the difficulties and troubles of life, let us take encouragement from God’s promises, especially that in Isaiah 41:10. Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea, I will uphold thee. We assuredly know that this promise has afforded support and comfort to many souls in the most afflicting circumstances, and even in dying moments. What beautiful and tender language is it—the language of an indulgent parent teaching a little child to go. Whoever forsakes us, God will be with us. Whatever difficulties surround us, he will strengthen us; whatever enemies attack us, he will help us. When faint, trembling, and ready to sink, he will uphold us with the right hand of his righteousness. Though we are weak as worms, and like them despised, yet our Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, will help us. Let us wait on the Lord then, be of good courage, and he shall strengthen our hearts.

Let us learn the vanity of idols, and keep ourselves from idolatry. See what ignorant, impotent things all gods are, but JEHOVAH. Let us reverence him who revealeth secrets, foretelleth things to come, does good and permits evil; and who gives us in his works, his providence and his word, a thousand proofs that he is the true God, and the everlasting King. Let us therefore, dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. Let us worship the Lord our God with a veneration and affection suited to his greatness, power, and knowledge, and make him our hope and our confidence; for he is the rewarder of all them that diligently seek him. 

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-25
Isaiah 42:1. Behold my servant. In the Chaldaic, the Messiah; and so the whole passage is cited from the LXX. Matthew 12:17-20. All other applications of the word “servant” are superseded. Christ took upon him the form of a servant, as the great minister of his Father’s kingdom, which kingdom he must deliver up at the end of time.

Isaiah 42:4. He shall not fail—till he hath set judgment in the earth. The LXX, He shall shine out; that is, the Messiah shall proceed with his work, till he has filled the earth with righteousness; or according to St. Matthew, till he has sent forth judgment unto victory. This is very encouraging to weak believers; the tender reeds shall grow, and the smoking flax shall kindle to a flame. The LXX use the word isles and gentiles as synonimous. The isles of Chittim or Greece, and nations wide as the world, shall wait for the gospel-law. Moses gave laws to the Hebrews, Lycurgus to the Lacedemonians, Solon to the Athenians, but Christ is the lawgiver of the world.

Isaiah 42:6. I the Lord have called thee, my servant, the Holy One of Israel, to declare my covenant, to publish righteousness to the heathen, and to fill the world with the light and glory of the gospel.

Isaiah 42:8. I am JEHOVAH, that is my name. The Almighty; the same to-day as in ages past, and in years to come. Exodus 3:14. The worship of an idol is, by consequence, the last of insults offered to his glory; a forfeiture of life, and of all covenant favours.

Isaiah 42:9. Before they spring forth, I tell you of them. See on Isaiah 41:23.

Isaiah 42:10. Sing—a new song in all the earth, for the grace and glory of the Messiah’s kingdom. JEHOVAH will march as a hero at the head of armies, to accomplish all the mercy promised to his church. When the time is come, he will no longer hold his peace: Isaiah 42:13-14.

Isaiah 42:15-16. I will dry up the pools; will exhaust the power of Babylon, and of all hostile kingdoms. Here the prophet casts an intermediate glance at his captive countrymen in Babylon. They were blind, as to any future hopes of deliverance. Ezekiel 37:11. They had neither idea nor prospect of its being effected by such extraordinary means especially as the interference of a foreign prince like Cyrus. But the allseeing and allgracious Lord made darkness and afflictions light before them. The kings of Media became their protectors and fathers, and they came back loaded with all their once hallowed vessels of gold and silver.

Isaiah 42:19. Who is blind, but my servant? The grace and mercy manifested to the Jewish and Christian church is so great, that ministers are here reproved for being slow of heart to believe. The Jews were robbed and spoiled by the Chaldeans for their unbelief, as in Isaiah 42:24; and eventually by the Romans for their unbelieving rejection of Christ.

Isaiah 42:24. Who gave Jacob for a spoil. The Lord sent the Assyrians against the Hebrews, because of their idolatries, their unbelief, and contempt of his prophets: Isaiah 10:5.

REFLECTIONS.
The enraptured prophet still continues to pour consolation into Zion’s cup; and this is the greatest of comforts, to see all her affairs in the hands of the Messiah, the elect, the anointed, the beloved of the Father. The Messiah, in whom his soul delighteth; the Messiah, whom he upheld with all the fulness of the Godhead. Proceeding with his great work of redemption, he shall not rest till he hath established judgment, righteousness, and truth in the earth.

But his kingdom not being of this world, he shall not come with armies, nor the sound of the trumpet; he shall gradually unfold his glory in the character of a servant, though Lord of all. A preacher and a prophet, he shall call in humble silence his great ambassadors from the dust, converted men to preach conversion. He shall be meek and tender, as a shepherd over the weak of the flock. He shall not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Matthew 12:20. He shall conquer; truth shall combat error, love shall consume enmity and war, and the glory of the gospel shall chase before its beams all the darkness of the gentile world.

He shall open the eyes of the blind to see the light, and walk in the new and living way. He shall unstop the ears of the deaf, to hear the joyful sound; he shall liberate the prisoners, and proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and give us back our lost inheritance. He will not give his glory to graven images, but will chase away the former things. Sing then, oh Zion, a new song to thy God; and let the winds blow the mariners with the glad tidings to the ends of the earth.

He has long held his peace, while idols receive the homage due only to his holy name, while infidels blaspheme, and while enmity sheds the blood of his saints. But at length he wilt cry like a woman in travail, and make the mountains waste, and dry up the pools of water. Neither the walls of Babylon, nor the strength of hoary idolatry, nor the bloody domination of Rome, shall be any defence against an angry God. His sun shall for ever shine on Zion, while clouds of darkness and flames of fire shall envelope all his foes. 

43 Chapter 43 

Verses 1-28
Isaiah 43:1. The Lord that created thee, oh Jacob. Not only in the first creation, but when Sarah, and when Rebecca were barren, I gave them power to become mothers. I have also created and formed thee into a nation; thy disobedience therefore is left without excuse.

Isaiah 43:3. I gave Egypt for thy ransom. Those nations were nearly destroyed, in order to effect the emancipation of Israel. God most remarkably diverted the Assyrian invasion from Judea to an attack upon Egypt.

Isaiah 43:8. Bring forth the blind people that have eyes. This is understood first of the Jews, who were slow to see the harmony between prophecy and providence; secondly, of the illumination of the gentile world with the light of the gospel. The prophet boldly calls upon those who are morally and therefore wilfully blind, to cast away their idols and their sins, to attest the truth of prophecy, and to witness the equity of the divine proceedings.

Isaiah 43:14. The Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. Better, as the Vulgate version, in navibus gloriantes, boasting of their ships, which were said to be three thousand gallies, trading from the Persian Gulph. The nobles of the Chaldeans, the Lord had brought to the ground. Their boasted fleets sustained disasters, the particulars of which are not come down to us in the shape of history. God casts away the wicked when they have done his work: only a small proportion of their countless army ever returned to their own land. The navy of Chaldea must have corresponded with the magnitude of the empire. But on the Tigris, from Nineveh to Babylon, they had no ships. That river had rapids which gallies could not ascend. The trade on the river, says Herodotus, was conducted on rafts or floats of timber, each raft containing two men and an ass. From the Tigris, below Seleucia, they crossed to Babylon by the canal, called Naharmalca, where they sold the timber, and loaded the ass with wares for the country.

Isaiah 43:27. Thy first father hath sinned. A delicate metonymy, which puts the name of father for that of the King, who had sinned by patronizing idolatry, and joining in its rituals. In this charge the prophet associates the princes and the nobles. As this was written after the destruction of the Assyrian army, it is likely Manasseh is meant, whose youth was corrupted by degenerate priests, who in all probability prompted the young king to cause the hoary-aged Isaiah to be sawn asunder. It was under Manasseh that the introduction of idols took place in a most shameful manner, and which is rebuked with just severity in the following chapter.

REFLECTIONS.
Our inspired prophet still pours consolation into Israel’s cup. He introduces God, the Creator, and Father, as speaking to his children; for the words of a God are weightier than the words of men. He is equally the Redeemer of the Israelites out of all their troubles. As a Father he had especially given to Jacob, a supplanter, the more honourable name of Israel; that is, a prevailer with God. All these arguments apply with equal force to the new, the christian Israel, over whom the great Shepherd has watched with tender care.

The Lord had brought them through fire and water; through water at the Red sea, and when crossing the Jordan; through fire when the conquering Assyrians cast the gods of the nations into the flames, and burned many cities of Judah. These words are figuratively understood of the fiery trials, and the floods of temptation we have to endure. Such is the grateful memorial of the prophet to Him who had brought them through all dangers and difficulties. Psalms 66:12. God was with his people; yea, he is ever with them, as with the three children in the fiery furnace. Daniel 3:25. The waters shall wash us clean, and the fire refine us from the dross of sin.

How criminal then for the Jew to worship any other god; for he is the one JEHOVAH, the Elohim of Israel. Deuteronomy 6:4. There are gods many and lords many, but to us there is, according to Paul, but one God, θειοτης, the Godhead. Romans 1:20. How proper is the address, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth.

Nay, all that God had done for Israel in ages past was nothing, when compared with what his counsel and his love have determined to do in the ages still to come. Ephesians 2:7. “Behold, I will do a new thing in the earth,” turning the wilderness into a fruitful field, and opening springs in the desert. At length also he will bring into his fold the whole gentile world. Zion’s tears cannot be wiped away without the full cup of comfort in Christ Jesus—In thy SEED shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Then the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days in one. All the hosts of heaven shall brighten, and break forth into singing, when the Lord shall reveal the hidden treasures yet reserved for his people in the glory of the latter day.

How shameful then, oh virgin daughter, that thou shouldst slight these promises as words of no value; that thou shouldst rob the altar of its offering, and the table of incense of its sweet canes, and grateful perfumes. Thy base heart is on earth; it does not ascend in fragrant prayers to Christ, the great Angel of the covenant. Nay, what is still worse, thou hast not only robbed the altar, but slain the beasts for thy voluptuous feasts. Yea, thou has made the altar, even the Lord, to serve for thy sins. Yet his longsuffering is infinitely great towards thee, not willing that thou shouldst perish, but return to him and live. 

44 Chapter 44 

Verses 1-28
Isaiah 44:5. Another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord. This phrase is somewhat obscure; it is not said whether they signed a covenant, or imprinted some mark on their hand. The latter sense is preferred by the critics. Vide Poli Synopsis. Slaves were branded in the hand with their master’s name; the cruel Assyrians branded their forehead. The heathen generally imprinted on their children, the mark or the sign of the god to which they were devoted. The worshippers of the antichristian beast are said to have his mark in their foreheads, which Peter Jurieu understands of their chrisms. Many christians, of early times, marked their arms with the cross, or with the name of Christ. Be the subscription what it might, it is pleasing to the Lord when we boldly profess his name before the unregenerate world; and the whole of this verse appears to contain a lively description of the nature of true religion, and especially of the conversion and accession of the gentiles to the church of God, who though they were not of the seed of Abraham, should take upon them the name of Jacob and of Israel.

This consecration of ourselves to God must be cordial, and with the whole heart, including the renunciation of every idol, and an unreserved devotedness of all to the Lord, who always had a right to our hearts, though we had sinfully given them to another. True conversion will constrain us to say, I am the Lord’s, and him only will I serve. Some of fair exterior, decent and respectable in the eyes of men, but eagerly devoted to the acquisition of wealth, and worshippers of the unrighteous mammon, have at length yielded to the love of God, and made an unreserved surrender of themselves to him. Some who have been conscious of a secret and unavowed hostility to the gospel, and to every thing spiritual and holy, to whom both family and public worship was a great burden, from which they were anxious to be delivered, have been reconciled and made nigh by the blood of the cross, and have now cheerfully subscribed with their hand to the Lord.

It is also of the nature of true religion to take a decided character, as is strikingly exemplified in this brief description of gentile conversion. The party is not represented as forming resolves and purposes, as to what is to be done in future, but as making a personal and immediate surrender of himself to God. The language is not, I will sometime or other be the Lord’s, but I am the Lord’s. I am no longer my own but his. Many remain long in a state of suspense, undecided betwixt God and the world; they have had many convictions, and want to put them off to a more convenient season. The kingdom of heaven is come nigh to them, and they themselves are not far from the kingdom; yet they have gone back to the world to see whether they cannot make something better of it than they have done, and so are still undecided. Others cleave to their own righteousness, and cannot wholly give it up, nor consent to the sacrifices which true religion requires. Genuine conversion however puts an end to all this indecision; it teaches us to make God’s cause our own, to join ourselves to him in a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten, saying as Ruth did to Naomi, thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.

Isaiah 44:6. Besides me there is no God, or no Elohim. The unity of the Godhead is here asserted, in opposition to idols, who are only called gods, as more largely noted in Deuteronomy 6:4. St. Paul takes the same ground. 1 Corinthians 8:5. Consequently, there is nothing here to favour the Unitarian apostasy. He only is God who foretels the future; he only is God who brings his counsels to perfection. Messiah created the heavens, as in Isaiah 48:12-19. John 1:3. The whole Divinity is here understood.

Isaiah 44:9. They that make a graven image. Horace, it is likely, had never read Isaiah, yet he takes the same ground of satire on idols, and puts this most mortifying language into the mouth of Priapus, the most obscene of all the gods.

Olim truncus eram ficulnus, inutile lignum, &c. I was formerly the trunk of an old figtree, reckoned useless wood. For sometime, the carpenter was undecided what to do with me, whether to make me into a bench, or a god. At length he preferred my being a god,—so I am a god, and the very great terror of birds and thieves. The latter I frighten away with my cap of reeds, and the former with my staff, so that they dare not approach. Lib. 1. Sat. 8. See also a satire by Minutius Felix, cited in the reflections on Psalms 115.

Isaiah 44:24-25. I am the Lord—that maketh diviners mad. With the revival of idolatry all sorts of obah, or obee, or divinations were practised. One presumes to prophesy, another invokes Hecate, a third cries in doleful tones to Tisiphone, a fourth, like a ventriloquist, talks out of his belly to those about him. St. Paul is justified in asserting that all those prayers were addressed to devils. 1 Corinthians 10:20.

Isaiah 44:28. Cyrus—my shepherd. Homer calls Hypsënor the shepherd of his people.—Iliad 13. Cyrus, as a shepherd, gathered the Hebrew flock together, and protected them from the wolves of Chaldaic and Persian governors: he led them to green pastures in Judea and Galilee. Such is the Lord Messiah to his people, as described by Ezekiel 34. Now Isaiah foretold this of Cyrus one hundred and fifty years, at least, before it occurred; and God prolonged Daniel’s life to show the conqueror the parchments. The Lord, as Isaiah 44:26, would confirm his word to his servants, while he made diviners frantic with mortification and shame.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah continues to console the church, greatly depressed by the evils impending on their country. He calls her by all the hallowed names borne by her fathers, in the days of her espousals to the Lord. Jacob, he calls his servant, and the Hebrews his Jeshurun. God, as is fully implied, would make her worthy of her titles, and never forsake her in the time of trouble.

The covenant in all its plenitude of grace he extends to the gentiles, the dry lands of the deserts; and to the children of Zion, throughout all generations. I will pour the reviving waters of the Spirit on the thirsty, and on the dry land. The Holy Spirit which shall become a fountain of life in every believer’s heart. John 7:37. These, and these only are the divine influences, which can turn the earth to a paradise, and fill the world with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

In that happy age, men are to be very bold and emulous to enrol themselves under the banners of the Lord, and to call themselves by his name. So it was when they were purged from idols and sins on their return from Babylonia, and from other countries whither they had been driven. But it was more especially true of the hundred and forty four thousand who had the name of God in their foreheads, and of the gentile church whom no man could number. Revelation 7. These were virgins to Christ, who went without the camp, hearing his reproach.

From the ninth verse, we have a fine satire on the process of making an idol. The apostate Hebrew having both the choice, and the making of his god, discovers his prudence in choosing a cedar, a cypress, or an oak, neither of which would rot so soon as softer wood. With the branches and chips he roasts his meat, and reserves the rest for a cheerful fire; but the trunk he consecrates, and worships as his protector.

God, calling things that are not as though they were, for his counsel is sure, says, I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions. I have redeemed thee from the Babylonian captivity. Therefore the heavens and the earth are called to rejoice, for faith in the sure mercies of God anticipates salvation and future glory. Hence the Lord’s counsel shall stand, while that of diviners shall be put to confusion. And seeing the Messiah was named from the beginning as the Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; so Cyrus, prince of Persia, is designated by name to dry up the Euphrates, to destroy Babylon, and restore the temple of the Lord. Prophecy being so luminous, distinct and clear, the Jews might well be cured of idolatry; and no wonder they afterwards built so splendidly the sepulchres of the prophets whom their fathers slew. And if a sight of this prediction carried conviction to the breast of Cyrus, a heathen prince, oh forbid it that we should be slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have written. 

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-25
Isaiah 45:1. Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden; a figure of Christ, the anointed of the Father. This anointing equalled Cyrus with David. Before him God would loose the loins of kings by taking away their strength. In addition to what is said of the fall of Babylon, chap. 13, 14. and 21., and to what occurs in Jeremiah 51., we are here called to contemplate the character and conduct of Cyrus, a choice instrument which God drew from the treasures of his providence to chastise the tyranny and crimes of the east. He was anointed of God as a minister of vengeance to guilt, and as a protector of the oppressed. This anointing consisted of a spirit of wisdom, virtue, courage, perseverance, and emulation, to reign conformably to the dream said to accompany his birth, that a branch was seen to grow out of the bosom of his mother which overshadowed Asia. Whether this dream, mentioned by Xenophon, be true or false, Cyrus really reigned over Asia, from the Indus to the Hellespont, now the Dardanelles.—See him, thus animated for his work, leave Media with about thirty thousand Medes and Persians. See the Lord upholding his right hand by an angel, that he might neither err in counsel, nor fall in battle. With this little army, he reduced the king of Armenia to the homage he owed the Medes; and so conquered Tigranus his eldest son by the kindness of restoring his princess, that he followed him in all his wars. Gobryas, an hereditary prince of Assyria, whose only son had been assassinated by the king, to procure revenge, introduced Cyrus into Assyria, who by one battle, which was a confusion of chariots rather than a fight, took the kingdom. Crœsus, whose kingdom included Lydia, Ionia, and Ephesus, with all his wealth to the amount of more than a hundred and twenty millions sterling, fell into his hands with equal ease. The Arabians, the Cappadocians, the Bactrians, the Sacæ, the Paphlagones, the Indians, the Mariandyni, are enumerated also among his conquests. Thus he made a circuitous route before he returned, and gave Babylon an eternal fall.

To kings and princes he was a father, and they were proud to serve under his banner; for God ungirded all their loins. To the priests he was a real friend, and gave them the tenths of all his spoil, before either he or his army took their share. To the poor and the oppressed he was a benefactor, and bettered their condition. To the army his largesses were great; for he raised them to wealth and honour, and gave them lands. The conquests therefore he made by his humanity exceeded those he made by the sword; and they appeared to the more advantage, because his conduct was contrasted with the cruelties of the Assyrian conquests, and the bloody career of Nebuchadnezzar. Hence, not only India, but Egypt, Cyprus, and other states fell under his sceptre. Babylon however he could not take by arms. The Lord therefore, according to this prophecy, opened to him the gates of brass, which were one hundred, or a hundred and twenty in number. During the night of a Babylonian festival he turned the Euphrates into his trenches, and thence into its flood-channels; and though the river was two hundred and fifty paces broad, and about twelve feet deep, yet it so diminished the stream, that the cavalry marched in at both ends of the river. Finding the gates which led to the quays open, they advanced directly to the palace, and put the whole to the sword, drunk as they were. Carnage on all found in the streets continued for three days. Thus proud Babylon paid blood for blood, and disgorged the wealth of plundered nations into more worthy hands. This account has been carefully translated from Xenophon, with a few thoughts from Herodotus, who says this was the first time Babylon had been taken; but the sacred writings affirm in fact, that the Assyrians had been masters of the city.

Isaiah 45:3. I will give thee the treasures of darkness. Jeremiah observed that Babylon was abundant in riches: Jeremiah 51:13. Xenophon, after enumerating the treasures which Cyrus found, adds, that he discovered an image of gold forty cubits long. This, without much doubt, was the image of Nebuchadnezzar, which stood sixty cubits high, the pedestal being twenty four cubits. Daniel 3:1.

Isaiah 45:4. I have even called thee by thy name. The Lord saw it proper to be more explicit here, and call Cyrus by name, that he might be the more impelled to obey the commands of the Lord God of heaven and earth, in rebuilding the temple of Jerusalem.

Isaiah 45:8. Drop down, ye heavens from above. The Messiah seems here to be invoked, in all his fulness of grace and truth. No man would dispute the correctness of St. Paul’s assertion, that Christ the second Adam was the Lord from heaven. The prophet saw here the flourishing condition of the Jews after their return from captivity, and more especially the grace and glory of the christian church.

Isaiah 45:9. Let the potsherds strive with the potsherds of the earth. Some critics contend here, that the clay is plastic, and receives the action; yet this clay in the next words is accused of criminally striving against its Maker. Surely we may magnify the power of grace, without the forcing of figures. The words are a rebuke to the Jews for striving against heaven, ever murmuring and complaining that God had not prevented their captivity and ruin, by which the need of emancipation would have been superseded. Every sinner who strives against God, as Pharaoh, as Zedekiah, as Caiaphas did, with all their associates and unbelievers, shall surely perish. This also appears to be the sense in which St. Paul understood the text, in Romans 9.

Isaiah 45:14. The Sabeans, men of stature. See on Job 1:15.

Isaiah 45:15. Verily, thou art a God that hidest thyself. Princes act on the great theatre of the world, and do their pleasure. Meanwhile, it is God who sends the Assyrian, as the rod of his anger, against a hypocritical nation: chap. 10:5. He bids the willing Jews also expel the Christians from Jerusalem, hiding himself in a beclouded providence; but it is with the grand design of spreading the gospel throughout the Roman world. So here; a divine and secret impulse moved Cyrus to be the shepherd of Israel’s scattered flock. The Lord’s way is in the sea, his paths in the mighty waters, and his footsteps are not known.

Isaiah 45:19. I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth. The holy oracles were not muttered among the shades, nor from subterranean caverns like the incantations of the wizards, the sibyls, or pythonesses of the heathen. 1 Samuel 28:8. Isaiah 8:9; Isaiah 19:3. The sacred oracles seek no concealment, but on the contrary, court examination and enquiry, both at the hand of enemies and friends, and are fully capable of sustaining the strictest scrutiny. When the righteous Lord promulgated his holy law, and entered into covenant with his people, it was not done in a corner, but on the top of a mountain burning with fire, in presence of thousands of the people, and accompanied with the ministration of innumerable angels. The predictions delivered by the prophets were not addressed to a small handful of people, dwelling in some remote or obscure part of the earth, but to a people distinguished above all others by the peculiar favour of providence, and situate in the very centre of the ancient world, amidst all the learning and science of Greece and Rome. When the gospel was promulgated the disciples received a commission from the Lord, that what they had heard of him in secret they were to proclaim on the house top; and the miracles and signs and mighty deeds wrought in confirmation of their testimony were done in presence of great multitudes, and before their bitterest adversaries. So far from speaking in secret, in a dark place of the earth, as did all the pretenders to divination, to signs and lying wonders, the lively Oracles have evermore sought the utmost publicity, and challenged the severest tests of truth. Doth not wisdom cry, and understanding put forth her voice? She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors. Proverbs 8:1-3. And of the ministry of the apostles it is declared, that their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. Romans 10:18. How grand and distinguishing therefore is the character of divine revelation, when contrasted with the guile, the artifice and affected mysteries of every species of false religion.

REFLECTIONS.
From this most luminous prophecy we may learn that the kingdoms of the earth are the Lord’s, and he giveth them to whom he will. When the oppressors have had their day, and abused their trust, God most righteously suffers them in turn to be oppressed.

The Lord we see exerts his arm in the visitations of his providence, principally with a view to the preservation of his elect, or praying people, who sigh for the wickedness of the world. God called Cyrus by name, for the sake of Jacob and Israel; and that Cyrus, on reading these prophecies, which Daniel carefully showed him, prophecies written a hundred and fifty years before he was born, might know that there is no God besides the God of Israel; that he rules from the rising to the setting of the sun; and that he creates the light and the darkness, the good and the evil of the world. Good and evil therefore are not gods, as the Persians erroneously supposed.

The Lord next promises a happy state of religion, after the return from captivity. Drop down, ye heavens, from above: and consequently, that the Jews should be still and quiet under the afflictions of providence, and not strive with their Maker, who according to his promises would assuredly pour down covenant blessings on their heads. Yea, Cyrus should release the captives, and build the city and sanctuary of the Lord. Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sabea, came to him in chains. Of their spoil he made an offering to the Lord for the building of his temple; and acknowledging the truth of this prophecy, he says, The Lord had commanded him so to do. Babylon and all its idols should then be ashamed and confounded. All the lying oracles were struck dumb, and all the impious altars thrown down, while Israel was saved with a glorious salvation. Yes, the Lord who created the heavens and the earth, has never said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain.

The Lord having punished Israel for violating his covenant, and punished Babylon for its cruel oppression, as the Hebrew prophets had most astonishingly foretold, all the surrounding nations which had survived the calamities were called upon to assemble, and investigate all these most singular occurrences, and to acknowledge that JEHOVAH was just in punishing Israel and Babylon; that he was their Saviour at the expiration of the seventy years, and that there was no God in heaven or earth besides him.

Having made it the golden rule of our comment on the prophecies to say, that the sacred seers referred all their sorrows and all their joys to the Messiah, we cannot but add, that as God redeemed and restored Israel by Cyrus, so he has ransomed the nations by Christ Jesus. Hence the conversion of the whole gentile world to the faith and worship of the Lord Jesus is here expressly foretold. The ends of the earth, even the remotest isles and nations of the gentiles, are called to look to him for salvation. In his person and work he is just such a Saviour as they need. The glory of his gospel is qualified to shame away the darkness of superstition, being everyway worthy of God to reveal, and of man to embrace. Sinners, look up to him at the right hand of the Father. You are weak, but he is strong; you are poor, but he is rich; you are defiled, but he has opened a fountain; you are dying men, but he has opened immortality and life by his resurrection from the dead. Sinners, look up to him, and with a confidence that cannot look in vain; for God has sworn, and St. Paul repeats the words, that every knee shall bow to him. Yes, for mercy or for judgment the heavens and the earth shall bow; therefore take your choice, and that without delay.

Here is also a promise of righteousness from the Lord, for all our righteousness is impure. As he justified his people from the reproaches of the heathen, so Jesus will justify you freely by his grace. He was made a sin-offering for you on the cross, that you might be made the righteousness of God in him. Your sin shall be purged by his blood, your persons shall be acquitted at his bar, you shall inherit all the privileges of adoption by union with your head, you shall glory in purity of heart, and in all the wonderful works of the Lord. 

46 Chapter 46 

Verses 1-13
Isaiah 46:1. Bel or Baal. See on Numbers 32:38. It is understood that the name is derived from Belus; the history is involved in obscurity. The priests every night prepared him a voluptuous supper, and they and their wives entered by a private door and ate the meat. Daniel detected this imposture, as mentioned in the Apocrypha.

Nebo stoopeth. קרס korais, stoops or crouches. His worshippers used to bow to receive his oracles; now the god himself stoopeth. The verb occurs only in this place, and I doubt not but it is the primitive of the Gothic “to crouch.” The Chaldean princes were proud to bear the name of this ancestor, and to worship his image; as in Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar, Nabonassar, Nabonidus. Our Saxon princes did the same, tracing their regal line as far as they could, and naming the last father as the son of Odin. This is a prediction of the fall of Babylon by the fall of their idol gods.

Isaiah 46:11. Calling a ravenous bird from the east. This is Cyrus, whose standard, says Xenophon, was a golden eagle with extended wings. What a luminous prediction!

REFLECTIONS.
The Assyrians had cast the gods of Hamath and Arphad into the fire, because they could not save; now the gods of Chaldea receive the same sentence. Bel or Baal was the ancient idol of Babylon. Belus, the name of their king, gave the name, and they built a temple to his memory where the idol stood. The ancients are not agreed whether Bel among the Babylonians was the same as ζευς, or Jupiter among the Greeks. Nebo or Nabo was the secondary idol of Babylon, and the word signifies to prophesy. However, they very much agree with the Jupiter and Mercury of the gentiles in latter times. As a proof that these idols were deified by men, the Babylonian princes were frequently called after their names, as before explained. Psalms 106:28. How keen is the satire of the prophet, when he views the carriages burdened, and the beasts groaning under the broken fragments of divinities supposed for ages past to support the universe. Happy, thrice happy is the soul which trusts in Jacob’s God, and in him alone. God is highly offended when nations liken him to idols, the work of men’s hands. To whom will ye liken me? He also takes occasion from the sure words of ancient prophecy to exalt himself above all idols, having declared the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the events not yet accomplished in the earth. Hence, prophecy fairly stated, is an incontestible evidence of divine revelation; and it covers the quibbles of infidelity with everlasting confusion.

That God must not be likened to idols, or to the greatest of princes, is obvious from his calling Cyrus his bird, or eagle, in the east. So Nebuchadnezzar also is called by Ezekiel: chap. 17. When a nation becomes putrid by crimes, providence assembles its birds of prey to devour it. Let us pray God that England may yet have salt enough of good men to preserve the body from putrefaction. 

47 Chapter 47 

Verses 1-15
Isaiah 47:2. Take the millstones and grind meal. Prepare the weekly loaf, as was anciently the custom, a work which the servants performed with handmills.

Isaiah 47:4. Our Redeemer, the Lord of hosts. He who redeemed us from Egypt, will redeem us from Babylon by the Persians, and throw the yoke of servitude on our oppressors.

Isaiah 47:7. Thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever. Oh virgin, how couldst thou dream of this, seeing every city within the grasp of thy wide empire has been stormed and ravished by thine invading armies. Shall the Lord visit other metropolitan cities for their sins, and never visit thee for the blood of all nations.

Isaiah 47:9. These two things shall come to thee in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood. This was partly fulfilled in the sudden manner in which Cyrus stormed Babylon. But about twenty years afterward, when the Chaldeans had gotten a little strength, taking advantage of the absence of the Persian kings, they rebelled; and on being closely besieged by Darius, when the provisions grew short, it was agreed in counsel that every man should go home, and kill all his wives, with the exception of one, and all other persons who could not be useful in defending the city. So in one night they were made widowers. From that time, Babylon was gradually deserted, and the city of Seleucia rose in grandeur. Bagdad is built on the ruins of Seleucia, at the confluence of the Euphrates and the Tigris by the canal.

Isaiah 47:10. Thou hast trusted in thy wickedness. Babylon, like most other nations, was very religious in the time of trouble. She fled to her star- gazers and sorcerers for counsel and comfort. They all promised her deliverance and relief, and doubled her misery by deception.

Isaiah 47:13. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. The confusion of the Chaldaic oracles greatly augmented their distress of mind. Heaven made their diviners mad. 

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah had severely censured the vain and haughty women of Zion, chap. 3:32.; and now he was directed to censure with equal severity the delicate women of Babylon. He in effect addresses them in language of the keenest satire that can possibly be composed. He calls Babylon a virgin, who was in idolatries the mother of harlots. They had sat on couches and thrones; now they must bewail their dead, sitting on the cold earth. They had been cruel to the captive women of Israel, and made no distinction between the old and the young; now their delicate hands must take hold of the handmills, and grind the corn for their Persian lords. They indulged in superb dresses; now they must go into captivity almost naked, and ford rivers with their tender feet. They had been addicted to nocturnal pleasures, had lived carelessly, and were soothed by sorcerers; they had trusted in their wickedness, and said, none seeth. Therefore the anger of heaven burned against them to the last extreme; and the Lord would not meet them as one who might be softened by their tears, but as an avenging God. In one night the loss of children and widowhood should come upon them. Cyrus took the city in the night; and notwithstanding his famed humanity, there was a most dreadful carnage; they put to death all they found in the streets. But the wicked, reprieved for a moment, proved themselves unworthy of life. The haughty Babylonians soon rebelled against Darius; and being pressed with a sore siege in order to hold out to the last extremity, every man who had more than one wife, chose the woman he loved best, and strangled all the others, that useless persons might not exhaust the provisions. What a stroke at polygamy! But what a striking completion of prophecy; and what a contrast between those who trust in the Lord, and those who trust diviners and earthly hopes. And were the women of Babylon more vain and effeminate, more secure and corrupt, than the fashionable ladies of our own times? Were they more disposed to dress, and to indulge in nocturnal entertainments and pleasures? In this reverse of life, from the summit of Babylonian pride to the dregs of misery, we have a most instructive mirror for modern ages, and for the fashionable circles of society in particular. Happy is that soul, truly disposed to reformation, and to learn wisdom from the divine counsel. 

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-22
Isaiah 48:1. Which swear by the name of the Lord, who resents all false swearing to his covenant.

Isaiah 48:3. I have declared the former things. The Messiah continues here to be the speaker, and the hopes of the church repose solely upon his word. In the next verses he declares the future; he puts his name to it; his favourite name with the Jews, the Lord of Hosts.

Isaiah 48:5. I have even from the beginning declared the fall of Babylon, and all other important circumstances connected with it, lest thou shouldst say, my idol hath showed it.

Isaiah 48:8. I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously. How lamentable it is to find this text cited by the antinomians of our own age, to promise pardon and eternal glory to the elect, even before they commit the grossest acts of apostasy; and that because the Lord is here supposed to promise the Hebrews a plenary pardon before they killed the prophets, before they gave their children to Moloch, and before they danced at Baal’s feasts! Is this treating the secret things of Moses, and the unsearchable depths of St. Paul with becoming reverence? Is this dealing honestly with the loose professors of the age, who live in full conformity to the world? Is it not far safer for ministers, like Isaiah, to threaten the gross apostates with the fire of Tophet. The false prophets among the Jews never cried, peace, peace, as those teachers do, and altogether without the authority of ancient comments. The text refers to the riches of grace promised to the church in the gospel, as the elder critics agree with common consent.

Isaiah 48:10. I have refined thee, but not with silver. The LXX read, I have sold thee, but not for silver. This however is an obvious deviation from the Hebrew, which seems to import that God had refined them as silver, but had not made them pure like silver.

Isaiah 48:13. My hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth. The Messiah is here introduced as the speaker. I, even I have spoken. The Lord God, and his Spirit, hath sent me: Isaiah 48:16. Here then is the doctrine of the adorable Trinity, or of a plurality in the Godhead; and the same ineffable mystery is declared in other passages of this enlightened and evangelical prophet. Isaiah 63:7-10; Isaiah 49:4-6. 

Isaiah 48:16. Come ye near to me, hear ye this. I have not spoken in secret from the beginning, from the time that I said, Let there be light, and there was light. I spake to your fathers; my covenant was open and clear. My ministry, says the Messiah, has no disguise, nothing of ambiguity in it, like the pretended oracles of the heathen. I speak in my Father’s name: I speak by his Spirit. All these epithets, characteristic of the Messiah’s ministry, prepare the mind for something great and decisive, with regard to the longsuffering of God towards a rebellious people.

What can be more preposterous, and in the face of all ancient theology, than for the Arians to make Isaiah the speaker here? Was Isaiah a prophet from the beginning of the world, as in the ninth verse? Did Isaiah call Jacob and Israel, as in Isaiah 48:12. Was he the first and the last? Lowth is perfectly silent here, as in all other places, about the real Godhead of Christ. There is nothing for the soul in all our new versions of the prophets. The traitors are better paid in this world than Judas; but how it will be in the next, the Lord himself only is the judge.

Isaiah 48:17. Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer; thy Goel, as in Job 19:25. The Lord who says, I have found a ransom. “Jehovah hath made his soul an offering for sin.”—The Holy One of Israel: Isaiah 12:6. The Holy One of God. The Just and Holy One, as St. Peter calls him, that teacheth thee by his word, and by all the leadings of his providence, ever delighting, oh Israel, to do thee good.

Isaiah 48:18. Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments, to the whole of my will, and the requirements of my righteous law, as stated at large in the beginning of the hundred and nineteenth psalm.

Then had thy peace been as a river, overflowing like the Euphrates, or more still, like the Tigris in the time of the new fruits. Sirach 24:25. How full of tenderness is the commiseration of God towards his sinful and erring people, mourning over their departures from him, and the irreparable loss their backsliding had occasioned. Oh that thou hadst hearkened unto me.

And thy righteousness as the waves of the sea. By righteousness may be understood covenant blessings, as in Psalms 72. He shall come down as rain upon the mown grass. Also Isaiah 45:8 : Drop down, ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. On the deliverance from Babylon, specially referred to in this chapter, the Lord loaded the Jews with righteousness. To these texts we may add, the righteousness and the salvation of the Lord, which shall never be abolished: Isaiah 51:6. The nation also, walking in the paths of holy obedience, shall become dense in population; shall be blessed with luxuriant harvests, and vintages flowing with the richest wine, like rivers abounding with water.

REFLECTIONS.
We now come to the last chapter which speaks expressly of the Babylonian captivity, a most ungracious subject in the ears of the Israelites. They are addressed as the descendants of Jacob, and consequently as heirs of the promises; for they themselves had sworn to keep their fathers’ covenant. But mark, as they did not swear to the Lord with true hearts, and confirm the oath with righteous lives, so he had no pleasure in their sacrifices. They are therefore called to hear the sermon on the fall of Babylon, which adumbrated the predictions of their own fall.

The wise and equitable principles of the divine government towards the Israelites had been fully developed by the prophets; yea, all the circumstances of their apostasy and punishment had been fully declared. Moses had done this at large, in Deuteronomy 28. All the circumstances of Sennacherib’s invasion had been foretold by Isaiah, that they might not say their idols had done it. Hence we may infer the never-ceasing care of providence over the church, and learn not to fear terrific conquerors, for their commission is limited, and their cruelties are restrained within the bounds of divine controul. The Lord, for his name’s sake, chose rather to refine than to destroy an ungrateful nation, whose ear was not open to instruction and obedience.

Before God inflicted the heavy strokes of his hand, he lamented, most feelingly lamented their disobedience; and in doing this he enumerates his gracious and relative characters. He is their Redeemer, their Holy One, who had taught them to profit. Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! So Jesus wept over Jerusalem, and so St. Paul wished even to be an execration, if Israel might but be saved. Our salvation is therefore of the Lord, and our destruction wholly of ourselves. Providence had been so mindful of their temporal interests, that their harvests and vintages should flow as plentifully as the Nile, the Euphrates, and the Jordan, when they overflowed their banks; and all these temporal mercies were only shadows of the far richer spiritual blessings of the covenant. So it is with the believer: while obedient, his peace flows abundantly from the rock, even Christ: and as a river is constantly encreased by tributary streams, so divine peace flows anew in all the means of grace. Rivers are noisy among the mountains, falling in cascades from the rocks; but when they reach the plains they become deep and silent, flowing with a broad and majestic stream. Grace also is somewhat loud and noisy in the young convert; but it becomes more deep and silent in age, as it approaches the ocean of eternal love.

The chapter closes with an assurance of deliverance. Go ye forth of Babylon; flee with singing, as was said in chap. 35. Flee, flee from the Chaldeans, where you have been corrupter with marriages, with idols, and with sins. Flee, flee, for there is no peace to the wicked, whether jew or gentile. How very remarkable then is the difference between the penitent and the impenitent in their afflictions. The former have a cheering hope which shall chase away the dark scenes of their misery, while the latter are all despondency and gloom, and fall from bad to worse. 

49 Chapter 49 

Verses 1-26
Isaiah 49:1. Listen, oh isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people from far. The Hebrews reckoned among the isles, not only those of Greece, but the gentile nations generally, who are represented as waiting for the Messiah’s law, that they may submit themselves to him: Isaiah 42:4. Some however have supposed that the British isles are more especially intended, as “the people from far,” who are here invited to hearken to the Redeemer’s voice; and that our highly-favoured country was destined to become, in an eminent degree, the seat of his holy empire. In this view the prediction is invested with peculiar interest, and claims our special regard and admiration.

The Lord hath called me from the womb. A similar expression is used of Jeremiah the prophet, chap. 1:5; and also of Paul the apostle, Galatians 1:15. It denotes their having been set apart for their work by the special appointment of heaven, and alludes to the setting apart of all the firstborn of Israel by way of preëminence. The sons of Aaron were likewise set apart from their birth to the priestly office. The expression in reference to Christ evidently denotes his being, in a peculiar and extraordinary manner, set apart and devoted to the great work of making known the will of the Father. He is the great prophet whom the Lord had promised to raise up, to teach and to bless his people.

Isaiah 49:2. He hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, which according to the figure in the next words, is hidden under the shadow of a man’s left arm. This must apply to the Messiah. His preaching and his doctrine are represented by an apostle as quick and powerful, sharper than any two- edged sword: Hebrews 4:12. In another place it is said that out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations. Revelation 19:15. The sword is a weapon of war and of death; the word of Christ is also of a piercing and penetrating nature, by which he subdues his enemies, and the people are made to fall under him. Psalms 45:4-5. Oh what an effect his all-subduing doctrine had upon the hardened Jews under Peter’s sermon, when three thousand of them were at once pricked to the heart, and cried out what must we do to be saved! The gospel when brought home to the heart, furnishes matter for bitter reflection, and is like a sword in the bowels. The love also that is mixed with Christ’s word gives it a keener edge, and makes it cut the deeper. They shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. Zechariah 12:10.

He hath made me a polished shaft. In the former sentence the Messiah speaks of his doctrine and ministry as a sharp sword. Here he speaks of himself as a polished shaft, or a bright arrow, the great weapon in God’s hand, by which he has smitten and wounded the cause of the grand adversary, and destroyed the empire of sin. This is effected not only by the word of Christ’s mouth, but by his mediatorial work, and his sufferings on the cross, when he spoiled principalities and powers, and triumphed over them. Then it was he wounded the head of the dragon in the wilderness, and destroyed him that had the power of death, that is the devil.

In the shadow of his hand—in his quiver hath he hid me. The hand is the proper place for the sword, and the quiver for the arrow, and these are said to have been hidden. Before the rebellion broke out in this sinful and apostate world, God had a weapon in reserve, by which he would crush the revolt in due time. Intimations had been given, ever since the fall of man, though comparatively obscure, that God had provided himself with a weapon to drive out the enemy, as Israel did the Canaanites; and at the time that Christ came the sword was drawn, and the war began. He suffered the enemy however to proceed to the greatest height before he encountered him, and he still exercises great longsuffering towards wicked men, who if they repent not will find the impending stroke the heavier when it comes.

Isaiah 49:3. Thou art my servant. Ministers, private christians, all things are God’s servants; but there is an essential difference between Christ’s being a servant, and creatures being so. His was voluntary, but this cannot be said of any created being in heaven or earth; the motto upon all besides is, ‘I serve.’ But He who was in the form of God, took on him the form of a servant; and because the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same. No mere man could do this, being by necessity what he is; and no created intelligence, however highly exalted in the scale of being, could voluntarily take on him the form of a servant, seeing he never had any other form, nor ever could have in any imaginary state of existence. Christ was therefore exclusively and in a preëminent sense, the Lord’s servant; that in the economy of redemption he might act in subordination to the will of the Father, and exhibit in the midst of an apostate world an example of the most entire and perfect obedience.

Isaiah 49:4. I have laboured in vain. A complaint like this is often made by Christ’s servants, and no wonder; but it is not a little remarkable that it should be made by Christ himself, seeing that his mouth was like a sharp sword, and never man spake like him. Yet Isaiah foresaw that only a remnant of the Jewish nation would embrace his doctrine, and by the greater part he would be rejected and despised. He was no loiterer in the vineyard, and sought not his own ease; he laboured hard, and more fervently than any of his servants. He went everywhere preaching the word, and stretching forth his hands all the day long to a disobedient and gainsaying people. Human depravity is of itself sufficient to defeat the most benevolent intentions, and the most ardent exertions, for the recovery of man from his apostasy; and he who attempts it will find that he has to contend, not with flesh and blood only, but with principalities and powers, with spiritual wickednesses in high places, and with all the prejudices and enmity of the carnal heart, so that the weapons of his warfare can only become mighty through God. Feeling an unfeigned love to the souls of men, our Lord was grieved for the hardness of their heart; feeling also for the dishonour cast on God’s holy name, in the violation of his righteous law, and the subsequent rejection of the overtures of mercy, he utters the pathetic lamentation, I have laboured in vain, and spent my strength for nought.

Isaiah 49:5. Yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength. The great errand of the blessed Saviour was to gather Israel into his fold, and to bring Jacob back again to God; to restore sinners to his favour which they had forfeited, and bring them to a state of allegiance to the moral governor of the world. Yet the greater part of the tribes of Jacob did not return, nor was Israel gathered by his ministry, though unto Shiloh should the gathering of the people be. Many however did believe on him in the days of his flesh, many more believed after his death and resurrection, and more still shall believe in the latter day; and so, eventually, all Israel shall be saved. Meanwhile the Redeemer comforted himself with the assurance of the divine approbation, and found in that an ample recompense for all his labour, and for all the ignominy which he had endured. I shall be glorious, says he, in the eyes of the Lord, however lightly esteemed in the sight of men. The love which accompanied his obedience, as the Lord’s servant, and the great love he bore to men, rendered him highly acceptable in the sight of God, whether Israel were gathered or not. In the great work of mediation he was governed by a supreme regard to the divine glory; he loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; he abated not the claims of the divine law, but fulfilled all righteousness; and in making intercession for transgressors, he attempted not to palliate the enormity of their guilt. In the work of preaching the gospel he was faithful to the souls of men, and faithful to him that appointed him, even as Moses was faithful in all his house. God therefore became his strength; he did not fail, nor was he discouraged; he set judgment in the earth, and the isles are still waiting for his law.

Isaiah 49:6. It is a light thing that thou shouldest raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the preserved of Israel. This is mentioned as a reason for the extensive promise given, in reference to the salvation of the heathen world. The redemption of one soul is matter of unspeakable importance, much more the conversion of innumerable multitudes from among the Jewish nation: yet all this in God’s sight is but “a light thing.” Light in comparison of the infinite dignity of the Saviour, of the unutterable importance of his mediation, and the reward he was to receive for his obedience unto death, even the death of the cross. If God is to be manifest in the flesh, to become incarnate, and dwell amongst us, it is becoming the majesty of his character that he should have an unlimited sphere of action, and the opportunity of filling the whole earth with his glory. It was not a light thing for him to take upon him our nature, to obey and suffer in our stead, to be crucified and slain: and what therefore can be an adequate recompense for such humiliation, for such obedience, and such a sacrifice offered in our stead. But on any other hypothesis than that of Christ’s being really and truly the Son of God, possessing essentially all the attributes of supreme divinity, there is neither truth nor consistency in the prophet’s statement.

I will also give thee for a light to the gentiles. This implies the dreadful darkness in which the nations were involved, dwelling in the land of the shadow of death, as in Isaiah 9:2. They were conversant it is true, with many of the arts and sciences, and had acquired much learning; but with all their wisdom they knew not God. Living without hope of future blessedness, and without God in the world, they knew not the way to heaven and glory, nor of deliverance from the wrath to come. Sinful man is by nature in a lost condition, like the benighted traveller who has missed his way, or the lost sheep that has wandered from the fold; but Christ is given for a light to the gentiles, to chase away the darkness of error, sin and superstition, which had long brooded over them, and to shed abroad the light of life by his gospel among all nations. This blessed promise is in course of fulfilment: the sun of righteousness has arisen upon a benighted world, and the light is diffusing itself abroad in all directions.

Isaiah 49:7. To him whom man despiseth, whom the nation abhorreth. The prophet affectingly describes the different degrees of that contempt which the Lord Messiah should meet with in this sinful world. He is not only despised, but despised of men; not only abhorred, but abhorred of his own nation, and ignominiously made a servant of rulers. It greatly aggravated Job’s affliction that he became the song of fools, and was scorned by such menials as he would scarcely have set with the dogs of his flock. David also complained of being made the song of the drunkard, and earnestly deprecated the reproach of the foolish. What then must it have been for the unveiled brightness of the Father’s glory, for immaculate purity and innocence itself, to be made the subject of public obloquy; for him whom all the angels are commanded to adore, to be treated with scorn and contempt in a world which he had himself created, and by sinful beings whose salvation he came to seek. Yet he was abhorred as the vilest of men; he was charged with blasphemy, was condemned as a malefactor, as one unfit to live, a nuisance in society, while the infuriated multitude cried out, away with him, away with him, crucify him, crucify him. Oh what unparalleled abasement—what love that passeth knowledge! But for all this the blessed Saviour shall be crowned with glory and honour, shall have a name that is above every name, and to him every knee shall bow and every tongue confess.

Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship. Kings shall rise from their seats, in token of respect and homage, as was the ancient custom on the appearance of some superior personage. Lot rose up from his seat when the angels presented themselves at the gate of Sodom, and bowed himself with his face to the ground. Abraham did the same, when they approached his tent in the plains of Mamre. In like manner shall the exalted Saviour be reverenced and adored: “yea, all kings shall fall down before him, all nations shall serve him.” Princes also shall worship: persons of the highest rank, as well as in the lower stations of society, shall esteem it their highest honour to give him the glory due unto his name. Already the kings of the earth are admonished to serve the Lord Messiah with fear, and to rejoice with trembling; to pay their homage to the Son, lest he be angry, and they perish from the way. Psalms 2:11-12. 

Isaiah 49:8. I will give thee for a covenant of the people. In the great work which the Messiah was to undertake, he looked for succour from above, and was heard in an acceptable time. Assistance should be afforded him: “in the day of salvation have I helped thee.” And though not spared from sufferings, he should not be overwhelmed by them: “I will preserve thee.” His sufferings should also be followed with the most blessed effects: I will give thee for a covenant of the people. He was originally given of the Father as a Saviour, to become a sin-offering, to die the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God; and having borne our sins in his own body on the tree, the original grant is now renewed and enlarged, as the reward of all his sufferings. Covenants are at all times the sign of peace and friendship; and by Christ’s being given for a covenant of the people, it is intimated that he should be the centre of union between God and man, so that sinners of every description should look to him as the way of peace and reconciliation; and in doing so they shall, for his sake, find acceptance and eternal life. His being given “for a covenant” seems also to imply, that Christ should be the sum and substance of all the blessings promised to his people. He is the head of the covenant, in contradistinction to the first Adam, the federal head of all his posterity. He is also the Mediator, in contradistinction to Moses, who was the mediator of the legal covenant. Considered as the testator of the new covenant, the shedding of the blood of Christ would be its confirmation, and give it force, as to the actual bestowment of all its blessings.

Isaiah 49:9. That thou mayest say to the prisoners, go forth; to them that are in darkness, show yourselves. This is an allusion to the year of jubilee, which was proclaimed throughout the land of Israel, when all that were in bondage were set at liberty. On the coming of Christ, a similar enlargement, but of a much higher character, should take place. The year of my redeemed is come, said the blessed Saviour; the day of vengeance is in my heart, to comfort all that mourn. The coming of Christ and his kingdom is the grand jubilee of the world. Sinners of every description, both Jews and gentiles, are all under sin, enslaved by their passions and abominable idolatries, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and are under the dominion of the god of this world. Nor is this all; sinners are likewise in bondage under the curse and condemnation of the law, and so are prisoners to divine justice. Having sinned against God, they are under an arrest of judgment, and are bound over to an appearance at the great day. While in a state of impenitence and unbelief, they enjoy nothing more than a reprieve; sentence is deferred, but not remitted, it still remains in full force. It is the prerogative of Christ to say to these prisoners, go forth, and show yourselves. As it respects the claims of divine justice he sets the prisoners free, not by denying but completely satisfying those claims, by paying down the ransom price, that the captive may be set at liberty. But in reference to the bondage of sin and Satan, a very different process is adopted. The detention here, though voluntary on the part of the enslaved, is unlawful and unjust. Christ therefore enters into no parley; he breaks down the prison walls, and sends forth the immured into open day. He calls his servants to preach the gospel, which is mighty through God, to pull down the strongholds, to cast down imaginations, that the prey of the terrible one may be delivered. The language here is highly encouraging; it says in effect to the weeping prisoners, do not be afraid, the debt is all discharged, the ransom price is paid. Do not be ashamed; go forth and show yourselves as my disciples. If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. Cyrus was the Lord’s shepherd, he was to collect the scattered flock of Israel, and send them back to their own land. Here it is promised they should be provided for on their return, that even the tops of the barren mountains, over which they had to pass, should yield them sufficient sustenance. Under this beautiful figure is shadowed forth the care of the great Shepherd, who when he had laid down his life for the sheep, would not leave them to perish in the wilderness, but would plentifully provide for all their wants. It is also implied, that when souls are released from the dominion of sin, and the curse of the law, they begin to relish the green pastures of the gospel, and long for the living stream. They now feed on the promises, drink of the water of life freely, and find spiritual food and nourishment, where before they had no delight.

Isaiah 49:10. They shall not hunger nor thirst. This is still the language of a shepherd concerning his flock, and may more immediately refer to the return of the Jews from captivity. When the Lord brought them out of Egypt, he led them like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron: now he would lead them in like manner, in their way from Babylon. The elements shall favour them on their passage, the sun and the wind shall be attempered to the shorn lamb. All this however is highly illustrative of the tender care of the great Shepherd, in conducting to his kingdom and glory the flock committed to his care; and though some of them may at times know what it is to hunger and thirst, and to be stricken through for want of the fruits of the field, yet he has promised to supply all their need, and what is more, has even covenanted to give meat to them that fear him. Psalms 111:5. Their spiritual wants especially shall be well supplied; and blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled. Men of the world are thirsting after what they never will obtain, seeking happiness where it cannot be found; but those who believe in Jesus and follow him, shall be abundantly satisfied. He that cometh to me, says the Saviour, shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

Neither shall the heat nor the sun smite them. Not only shall their wants be well supplied, they shall also be protected from the dangers of the way. In these milder regions we scarcely know the value of such a promise, but in other latitudes where the traveller is exposed to the vertical sun, persons are often smitten, or die of excessive heat. An instance of this kind is recorded in the history of Jonah, who, impatient of his gourd, wished rather to die, than be long exposed to the solar heat. Allusions to the insalubrity of hotter climates are not unfrequent in sacred history, and have given occasion for various promises, ensuring protection and relief. Isaiah 4:5-6; Isaiah 32:2. Our Lord has noticed the excessive heat of the sun in Judea, its scorching and withering effects on vegetation, as figurative of the fiery trials and persecutions to which his more immediate followers would be exposed. Matthew 13:6. Believers are not to expect an exemption from fiery trials, though protected from persecution by the benignant laws of the country, but they shall not be so smitten by them as to be overcome. The Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. Psalms 121:5.

Isaiah 49:11. I will make all my mountains a way. When the Lord redeemed Israel out of Egypt, he made a path for them through the mighty waters, and a way in the wilderness; and when he brought them out of Babylon, the mountains and the vallies should become a plain, to expedite their safe return. Difficulties which appeared insurmountable vanished at once; and as in the former instance, he led them by a right way to a city of habitation. Insuperable difficulties present themselves in the way of a sinner’s salvation. God’s righteous law pronounces him accursed, and demands his punishment; the sinner owes ten thousand talents, and has nothing to pay. Inflexible justice declares, the soul that sinneth shall die; the sentence was passed as soon as man had sinned. God is not a man that he should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent. Supposing the supreme Being to bear infinite goodwill to his sinful and apostate creatures, yet he cannot consistently, as the moral governor of the world, exercise mercy at the expense of righteousness. To connive at sin, or not manifest his displeasure against it, would be to impeach his own law as neither just nor good, and his own veracity in not executing the threatened punishment. There is therefore no way of return to God on the footing of justice, nor even on the ground of mercy, without the interposition of a Mediator. But by the death of Christ the punishment due to sin has been fully endured, its exceeding sinfulness has been demonstrated in a more awful and affecting manner than it could have been by the eternal destruction of the human race. All the ends of divine government are fully answered, and all the divine perfections are harmonised and glorified in the great scheme of man’s redemption. Now therefore the way is opened for the honourable exercise of mercy; the sinner is pardoned, justice is satisfied, and sin condemned to everlasting infamy. Romans 8:4. All the difficulties are now removed, and the way to God is made plain; even the mountains become a way, and the highways are exalted.

Isaiah 49:12. These shall come from far—and these from the land of Sinim. A way having been cast up, it is here promised that it shall be occupied. The Jews shall be collected from their various dispersions; and the parts from whence they should come appear to mean the four quarters of the earth, as in Matthew 8:11. This prediction has been partially fulfilled, but the greater part is still to come, when they shall be brought in with the fulness of the gentiles. The passage is besides indicative of the nature of true conversion, whether of Jews or gentiles, showing that its tendency is to bring sinners to a oneness of heart with Christ and his people. He is the great centre of attraction, to which all hearts are drawn; and their language is like that of old, Tell me, oh thou whom my soul loveth, where thou causest thy flock to rest at noon. Under the former dispensation Jerusalem was the centre of union; and when any were proselyted from among the gentiles, they immediately resorted thither. Now Christ and his people become the centre of union; and those who come to the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, come also to mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.

Isaiah 49:14. But Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me. While the heavens and the earth are called upon to rejoice, because the Lord had comforted his people with the promise of a final and glorious restitution, and the accession of converted gentiles to the church, Zion is sinking into unbelief, and fearing she should be utterly forsaken. She is sighing and mourning, because the coming of the Messiah was so long delayed. The Lord therefore assures her, to the end of this chapter, of his faithfulness and lovingkindness, and that his attachment was even stronger than that of a mother towards her sucking child. He would multiply her children, and encrease her blessings, and would never forget his Zion. I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls are continually before me. The same assurance is repeated in chap. 54:10. These promises were only partially fulfilled on the return from Babylon, heathen kings being then in succession oppressors of Zion, till the Jews sheltered themselves under the iron wings of Roman protection.

Isaiah 49:24. Shall the prey be taken from the mighty. Yes, the Lord made Babylon give up her captives, and disgorge her gold and plunder.

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet having spoken of Babylon for the last ten chapters, with now and then a strong reference to the Messiah, he speaks here most obviously of his incarnation and ministry. See Acts 13:47, 2 Corinthians 6:2, where these prophecies are so applied. The preseding chapter closes with encouragement of deliverance from Babylon, from the circumstances of their deliverance from Egypt. On a similar mode of argumentation, the redemption of the world, and the glory of the church are inferred from the illustrious character of Cyrus; for the Jews as well as Christians understood this chapter of Christ.

We have here the designation of the Saviour to his work. He was called from the womb, or according to St. Peter, foreordained before the foundation of the world. 1 Peter 1:20. We have also the derivation of the Messiah’s offices and power, his offices especially of Prophet, Priest, and King, which must ultimately be given up to the Father again, that the Son, in his humanity, may be subject unto him who put all things under him. The Lord put a sharp sword into his mouth, and a keen arrow into his bow; and Christ made use of this sword when he sentenced Jerusalem to destruction, and announced vengeance on all the enemies of his church. He began his work with war, and fought a good fight against idolatry and sin.

The Messiah is here called Israel, because Jacob was a type of Christ, who is both the father and the firstborn of all the faithful. This name cannot be applied to Isaiah, because he was never sent to the gentiles; nor did the Jews ever understand it of any prophet but the Messiah. Of him it is literally true, for he gathered only a remnant of Israel, and yet he was glorified with the Father; and his word had free course among the gentiles, until he became salvation to the ends of the earth. Sincere and faithful ministers should be comforted by this thought, that if they are not useful to one people, they may be useful to another.

As the Israelites were heard in a time accepted when they prayed, being pursued by Pharaoh; so Christ, given for a covenant to the people, was heard in the garden, and on the cross: he was heard when despised of men, and abhorred of kings and rulers. The head and the members being one, we have here a promise that God will ever hear the penitents who cry for pardon in the day of trouble, and save them with a sense of pardoning love shed abroad in their hearts, as a pledge of providential deliverance in due time.

The going forth of the prisoners, the calling of those who sit in darkness to show themselves, the gathering of the people, after the Messiah has become the light of the gentiles, the encrease of population, and the feeding of those who oppress Zion with their own flesh, do so strikingly accord with the latter-day glory of the church, that every commentator who is resolved to apply these prophecies to the return of the people from Babylon, or to the first propagation of the gospel, very much cramps himself, and diminishes the glory of the several subjects. 

50 Chapter 50 

Verses 1-11
Isaiah 50:1. Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement. That is, of Jerusalem, gone over to the worship of Baal. God did not divorce the synagogue, till she had first committed adultery, the only cause for which a man can justly put away his wife. Zion had even given hire to her lovers, and sold herself for nought. This argument is given at large in Ezekiel 16.

Isaiah 50:5. The Lord hath opened mine ear. All the depths of divine wisdom, in the mystery of human redemption, were open to the view of the Messiah. He receives the book from the hand of him who sits upon the throne, and unlooses the seals thereof. The Spirit being given to him without measure, every morning, like the light of the sun, he poured a flood of instruction on the world.

Isaiah 50:6. I gave my back to the smiters. The LXX read, to lashes, and my cheeks to slaps on the face. The Jewish history presents no character but the Saviour, to whom these words can be applied; and the version of the LXX has in it a remarkable degree of literality.

Isaiah 50:9. The moth shall eat them up. This was the end of those who crucified the Redeemer. The Jews were burnt, as in the next verse, in their own fire.

Isaiah 50:10. Who is among you that walketh in darkness, and hath no light. The christians in Jerusalem, incessantly persecuted, had obeyed the voice of their Lord, but were enveloped in a cloud of troubles which afforded no light; but by waiting, they saw their unbelieving countrymen routed and destroyed, and light and righteousness arose upon the church. Providence made way for their escape beyond Jordan. Joseph, the beloved son of Jacob, walked also in darkness for about twenty years, before he saw the designs of providence in his mission down to Egypt. It was the same with Job, who knew not that his case was argued in heaven. David also was in affliction for seven years, walking amidst the darkened clouds of providence; but they were to him years of instruction, while the Lord was preparing his way to the throne by the fall of his enemies, and of Jonathan his friend. Good men emerge from the cloud, while the faithless race lie down in sorrow. 

REFLECTIONS.
God who seeks the happiness of his creatures, even in his severest visitations, is not unwilling to make the offenders judges in their own cause. They had complained at the fourteenth verse of the preseding chapter, that the Lord had forsaken and forgotten them. Here the Lord, appealing to legal customs, asks for the bill of their mother’s divorcement, as that would show the cause; which bill may be found engrossed at large in the sixteenth of Ezekiel. And as to their going into servitude, whether into Babylonia, or among the gentile nations, God had not sold them for money as a rigorous creditor: he justifies himself by declaring that it was their sins, and their sins alone which caused them to be sold, and their mother, as an idolatrous harlot, to be put away for a limited time, that the gentile church might be the married wife of the Lord: Isaiah 54:1. Yet, oh amazing love, though the old generations perished, the faithful ones were never forsaken, and a remnant was always spared to be a faithful seed to the Lord. Hence he can bring back his people from the captivity of the gentiles by the same power which clothed Egypt with sackcloth for three days, and which dried up the sea in their behalf. See Isaiah 11:16.

We have next to notice, that the Messiah continues here to be the sole speaker, and not the prophet. Great indeed was Isaiah’s eloquence, but his eloquence is that of Christ. The Lord gave him the tongue of the learned to speak a comforting word to the weary soul, and every morning something new for the church. But according to our golden rule of interpreting prophecy, the holy prophets, impelled by the Spirit, lost all their sorrows in the sorrows of the Saviour, and absorbed all their joys in the glory of his kingdom; they were consequently led to say many things not strictly true, if understood of themselves. Isaiah’s ears were indeed open: but Psalms 40:6, in which these words occur, is applied by St. Paul to Christ. Hebrews 10:7. And though Isaiah was sawn asunder by Manasseh, there is no text, no tradition to prove that he gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair. The evangelists have fairly applied these indignities to Christ. Matthew 26:67; Matthew 27:30. When the Lord mentioned these insults to his disciples, he had a most obvious reference to these predictions. He set his face like a flint to go up to Jerusalem. Matthew 14:31-32. Let all ministers therefore pray that they may have the tongue of the eloquent to bind up the broken-hearted, and to comfort all that mourn; for the Lord makes his ministers partakers of his grace and gifts. Our Lord, under all the calumnies of the priests and rulers, and under all the odium of the cross, had an unshaken confidence that the Father, who was near, would justify him. To this the apostle alludes when he says, God was manifest in the flesh, and justified in the spirit, both by his miracles and his resurrection from the dead. So also he will ever justify his faithful witnesses from the imputations of an infidel world; while on the contrary, the moth shall eat up those who oppose the Lord, as it has ever happened to the enemies of the church.

Isaiah having promised deliverance from Babylon, Isaiah 48:20, and here redemption by the Messiah, exhorts the truly faithful who fear the Lord, and obey the voice of his servant, who hides not his face from the last of indignities, shame and spitting, he exhorts them, while walking in providential darkness and trouble, Isaiah 42:16, to trust in the Lord, and stay themselves upon their God. He would have them repose all their confidence on the sure promises of redemption, to take their lot with the faithful; for they who leave the Lord, and warm themselves at the idolatrous fires, shall surely lie down in sorrow. 

51 Chapter 51 

Verses 1-23
Isaiah 51:4. A law shall proceed from me. The gospel law of liberty and love is here intended, as in Joel 2:31. No other law ever emanated from Jerusalem.

Isaiah 51:5. My righteousness is near. Christ, the Just and Holy one, the Lord our righteousness. The isles shall wait upon me. Better thus, the distant lands shall expect me, the desire of all nations. Christ was the earnest expectation of the whole creation. Romans 8:19.

Isaiah 51:6. They that dwell therein shall die in like manner. The sense of the English is, they shall die as the heavens vanish, and as the earth waxes old like a garment. Thus is a sublime passage gaited and marred; whereas the true reading relieves it at once. “They shall die as the feeble insect.”

Isaiah 51:9. That cut Rahab, called by the Arabians Rav or Rif; that is, Memphis, the capital of Egypt, so surnamed for her pride; and wounded Pharaoh, the dragon. God will destroy all the future enemies of his church, as he destroyed Egypt and Babylon.

Isaiah 51:11. The redeemed of the Lord shall return. These words afforded great consolation to the Jews, under the Babylonian oppression; but they shall give still greater comfort to the church in the latter day, when many nations shall come to the gospel Zion, built on the tops of the mountains. Preachers improve and apply these words to penitents that seek the Lord, who wipes away their tears, and fills the contrite with everlasting joy.

Isaiah 51:20. As a wild bull in a net, they are full of the fury of the Lord. There is no better figure than an infuriated bull, to describe a wicked army to whom no quarter will be given. They have often cut their way through the mass of their fellow soldiers, as when the trumpets of Gideon were sounding behind the Midianites. But he who rests in Zion shall not make haste. Isaiah 28:16.

REFLECTIONS.
This and the following chapters obviously comprise the same subject, and often in the same words. There were four captivities of the Jewish nation, the Egyptian, the Assyrian, the Babylonian, and their present dispersion, which Abarbanal, on Isaiah 49:1, calls the Roman captivity. Vitringa says, Censet Abarbanal prophetam hic transitum facere a Liberatione ex exilo Babylonico ad Liberationem exilo Romano. Israel menaced with the rod, Israel languishing in Babylon, and Israel under the long and gloomy dispersion by the Romans, are here called to look to the rock whence they were hewn, and to see what God did in calling Abraham, and in giving an heir to the world by those two righteous persons, whose bodies were as good as dead. Therefore the same God can still repeat his mercies to the promised seed. When a good man is in trouble, the idea of what God has done for his religious parents emboldens his confidence in the rock of his fathers.

The Lord will surely keep his word: he will comfort Zion, he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her waste places as the garden of the Lord. This promise comforted the people in Babylon: yet as Judea never recovered the glory which Solomon shed upon it; and as both Antiochus Epiphanes, and the Romans, did most awfully profane the sanctuary, which is contrary to the promise that the unclean and the uncircumcised should not pollute it, Isaiah 52:1, Messiah spake here of more than the Babylonian deliverance, because he says a law, the evangelical law shall proceed from me; consequently he must speak of the latter day, when the exiled Hebrews shall enjoy more glory than their fathers ever saw. Then shall the isles wait for him, all the gentile nations shall trust in him, and all the enemies of truth vanishing like smoke, or fretting like a garment, shall perish under the displeasure of heaven. There is no text which speaks of the millennium but it speaks of the terrors of God on the unbelieving world. The change shall be so great, that in a manner it may be called a new heaven and a new earth.

The church, hearing these glad tidings, implores the Lord to make haste. Awake, awake, put on strength, oh arm of the Lord, as when thou didst cut Rahab, and wound Pharaoh, as the dragon of the sea. So also in the eleventh chapter, which speaks of the restoration of the Jews, the Lord promises to deliver his people by the power which smote the Egyptians. The redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy.

God gives a speedy answer to the cry of his afflicted people. I, even I, am he that comforteth you. I who have laid the foundations of the earth, and who divided the sea. Hence I bid thee not to be afraid of men who shall die. Therefore awake, oh Jerusalem; recover from thy stupor, occasioned by my bitter cup, which henceforth shall be drunk by thine enemies, and no more by thee. The messengers shall bring thee joyful tidings, not only of deliverance from Babylon, but of restoration to the christian Zion, the city of glory and of beauty. 

52 Chapter 52 

Verses 1-15
Isaiah 52:1. There shall no more come to thee the uncircumcised. The temple being often profaned after the captivity, this prophecy must have an ultimate reference to the glory of the church in the latter day. Isaiah 60. Micah 4. Against the true church the gates of hell shall not prevail.

Isaiah 52:4. My people went down aforetime into Egypt—and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Egypt is called Assyria, as in Ezekiel 31:3, because the Assyrian cruelties were now become proverbial.

Isaiah 52:7. How beautiful upon the mountains were the feet of the messengers who brought tidings of the fall of Babylon, and of the liberation of the people from their long captivity.

Isaiah 52:12. Ye shall not go out [of Babylon] with haste, as your fathers did out of Egypt, but with gifts, with riches and protection. The literal accomplishment of this promise is very impressive. The Persian court liberated the captives with counsel, and restored all the vessels of gold and silver which the Chaldeans had brought away from the temple. The Messiah speaks here of future things without a veil, for the consolation of his people.— The chapter should end here, that the grand scenery of character which follows might not be disturbed.

THE SUFFERINGS AND GLORY OF CHRIST.
(From Isaiah 52:13 to the end of chap. 53.)
The subject which now opens to us, presents a character of the highest interest. His wisdom surpassing all science, his doctrine veiling with obscuration the philosophy of this world; the dignity of his descent, the contempt of his nation, the tragic circumstances of his death, the glory and triumph of his resurrection from the dead, the ultimate conversion of the world by his doctrine, prepare the mind for the question of the noble Eunuch, I pray thee, of whom spake the prophet this; of himself, or of some other man?

As this prophecy converted thousands of Jews to the faith of Christ, and as it is still a grand pillar of truth in the church, it claims the calmest study of the mind. The Massora or convocation of learned Jews also, knowing its force, have set themselves to divert its meaning. They apply it to king Josiah, who did not die patiently like a sheep, as the Saviour is said to have done: on the contrary, he died in armour, being killed with an arrow, fighting with Pharaoh Necho in the fields of Megiddo. But as Josiah was not humbly born, as he did not live again, but on the contrary, both his family and kingdom faded away; others apply the prophecy to the sorrows and sufferings of Jeremiah; an argument equally fatal to the infidel cause, for Jeremiah did not die in the dungeon. Jeremiah received special care and attention from the Chaldeans. Jeremiah died in Egypt, and we know of no gentile nations converted by his doctrine.— What clearer proofs can we have of a lost cause than defences so preposterous, and arguments so futile?

Against these allegations let us hear Isaiah, speaking for his God. His transition from the liberation of the people from Babylon to that of our redemption by Christ, is a climax natural, easy, and sublime.

Isaiah 52:13. Behold my Servant. The minister of all my pleasure, in whom my soul delighteth. He shall uphold mine elect, he shall bring forth judgment to the gentiles, he shall publish peace to the heathen; by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many. Thus to accomplish the Father’s pleasure, he humbled himself to assume the form of a servant, and go a victim to the altar, thinking it no robbery to be equal with God.

My servant shall deal prudently. He appeared as a humble prophet, preaching righteousness, calling himself the Son of man; which indeed was also his title as the second Adam, the Son of God. He blew no trumpet, but silently laid the foundation of his holy temple with fair colours, and her stones with sapphires and costly gems. He called Andrew, Peter, James, and John, and others in the course of his work, to build his church without consulting the princes of this world; and gave them plenary powers to subjugate the world to the empire of their Lord. Had he said, I am the Messiah, it would have excited war and revolt against the Romans, it being the common faith of the Hebrews, that the Messiah must reign in Jerusalem on the throne of David, and subdue the world to his sceptre. I find a note here. “Behold my servant, זהמלךְ המשׂיח . This is the king Messiah, who shall be extolled and exalted. He shall be elevated above Abraham, and shall be more eminent than Moses, and shall be far above ministering angels.”—Yalhut Simeoni, p. 2. fol. 53. 

Isaiah 52:14. Many were astonished at him, that he who surpassed all men in sublimity of wisdom, in the glory of his works, should be despised and rejected of men. That the Hope of Israel, the Light of the gentiles, should be marred in visage more than any man; that he should “give his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair.” That he who had done so many good deeds should be mocked, crucified, and slain! The extreme of glory and of opprobrium seemed to unite in his person.

Isaiah 52:15. He shall sprinkle many nations. Rain, in figurative language, denotes doctrine, knowledge, instruction. “He shall come down as rain on the mown grass, and as the showers that water the earth—Give ear, oh ye heavens, and I will speak: hear, oh earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew; as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as showers upon the grass.” Deuteronomy 32:1-2. Psalms 72:6.

But sprinkling, in the Hebrew law, was illustrative of evangelical glory. The priest sprinkled the blood of the red heifer seven times before the tabernacle, to make atonement for the nation, and take away sin. He sprinkled the waters of purification, made from the ashes of this victim. Numbers 19. These were figurative of the sanctifying graces promised to the church in the new covenant. “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your defilement, and from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give unto you, and a new spirit will I put within you.” Ezekiel 36:25-26. In the cleansing of the leper, the sprinkling of oil followed the sprinkling of blood, and in the same manner seven times before the Lord. Leviticus 14:16. All these offices the Saviour sustains for men. He cleanses us with his blood, he sanctifies us by his Spirit, he anoints us to be kings and priests by the unction from above. Thus “there are from the beginning, three that bare record on earth, the Spirit or unction, the water, and the blood. And three that bare record from heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost.” 1 John 5:7-8.

Kings shall shut their mouths, when he speaks; doctors and sages shall be silent. The sublime, the hidden mysteries of our redemption shall they then consider. The schools have done nothing for the world. Their mythology, though retaining faint rays of patriarchal revelation, is full of abominations. Their moral codes are stained with impurity, their hopes of the future are all involved in clouds. But in Christ, when the mediatorial plan was revealed; the glory of his person, the dignity of his sacrifice, the efficacy of his grace in the regeneration and the glory of his kingdom; the judgment of man was gained by truth, and the heart was vanquished by grace. Here all is perfection, all is worthy of a God. Here hoary idolatry shrinks from the contrast; she hides her face, and retires to the groves; she is chased with her bloody rituals to the shades of gentile darkness.—Kings in primitive society were numerous, till swallowed up in empires. Men who excelled in science are called princes, as Homer, Pythagoras, and Plato. Tres viri omnis doctrinæ et ingenii principes. ASCHAMUS.

REFLECTIONS.
The subject, to Isaiah 52:12, is here continued from the preseding chapter, which should be read in connection. Zion is a second time exhorted to awake, to arise and shine, for the Lord whose perfections have just been mentioned, was come to build her waste places, and to dwell and walk in her for ever, so that the profane heathen, unclean and uncircumcised, should no more put their unhallowed feet in the courts of the house of the Lord. To this Zion, the evangelical Zion, the believing Hebrews did come on the day of pentecost; and they are called the general assembly, and church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. After the gentile world shall in great measure be converted, the Jews, under this long and portentous dispersion of the Romans, shall be brought in: and then how beautiful will be the feet of the messengers who bring glad tidings to Zion, of holiness, never to be polluted by the heathen. Critics in general interpret this passage of the messengers from Babylon, bringing Cyrus’s proclamation for the rebuilding of the city and temple of Jerusalem; but there was at that time no Jerusalem, no watchman to see them coming, and no cities of Judah to participate in Zion’s joy. All were in ruins, all was waste, that the land might enjoy her sabbaths; and therefore for the sake of accommodation only can this text be understood of Babylon. In the apostles and heralds of the gospel, we see its true completion. They showed the arm of the Lord made bare in the destruction of his enemies, the unbelieving Jews, and Roman princes; they published his salvation to the ends of the earth, by emancipating believers from sin and darkness, and by filling the church with glory and joy.

——————

From Isaiah 52:13 to the end of chap. 53., a new personage is introduced, and his characters are highly tragic, deeply pathetic, and unspeakably glorious. The grand question then will be, who is he? Here the modern rabbins look embarrassed, like the four atheists in the frontispiece of Dr. Cudworth’s intellectual system, when confounded with the superior arguments of Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, and Pythagoras. They seem neither to like themselves, nor one another. The illustrious prince who was to deal prudently, to be marred in his visage, to be led as a lamb to the slaughter, and to divide the spoil with the mighty, was, says one, Jeremiah the prophet! Another, finding that the characters do not agree, says it was Josiah. Other rabbins vainly try to apply these tragic predictions to good men in general. Some to the nation of the Jews, others to Zerubbabel, to Ezra, or even to Abraham, as also the hundred and tenth Psalm. One grand cause of their confusion is, that both the Chaldee and the Talmud have applied the fourth verse of the fifty third chapter expressly to the Messiah. Similar testimonies of ancient Rabbins may be seen in Poole’s Synopsis; consequently, the new testament writers have broad ground to do the same, and to do it with a wisdom which none of the learned Jews can gainsay or resist. Hence, the personage here introduced, is no other than the Lord Christ. He is called the Lord’s servant by way of eminence, because he was the cheering theme of prophecy from the beginning: he was the expectation of his country, and the hope of all the earth. Cyrus is mentioned by one name; but the names and perfections of the Messiah are without number. He is not only called the Lord’s servant, but his elect, in whom his soul delighteth, which titles highly accord with the voice from the excellent glory, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. He is introduced with admiration: Behold, my servant shall deal prudently. In the fortieth chapter the evangelical messengers say to the cities of Judah, Behold your God. The angel said to the shepherds, Behold I bring you glad tidings of great joy. And John the baptist said, Behold the Lamb of God.

We may here observe that it is said of the Lord’s servant, he shall deal prudently; and he did so in his doctrine, in his private conduct, and in his administration. But critics mostly read, “He shall deal prosperously,” which best agrees with his being very highly exalted; and Jesus was indeed exalted far above all the persons to whom the unbelieving rabbins would refer the prophecy.

The multitude were astonished at his doctrine, at his miracles, and at his resurrection. But most of all, that a man crucified should be magnified as Lord of the universe, and the Saviour of the world. He sprinkled many nations by his word, his Spirit, and his grace, when the gospel was first propagated: Isaiah 59:20-21. The blood of the covenant was sprinkled on the conscience, and the laver of baptism was approached for the removal of sin. Kings also, forgetful of poets and philosophers, shut their mouths, that they might listen to the sublimer gospel of Christ, and be edified by the wisdom from above; a wisdom which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated; full of mercy and good fruits, and making the simple in heart wise unto eternal life. 

53 Chapter 53 

Verses 1-12
Isaiah 53:1. Who hath believed our report; and to whom is (the Messiah) the mighty arm of the Lord revealed? This complaint of the servants is but the plaintive echo of their Master’s voice. He had said in the Spirit, “I have laboured in vain, and spent my strength for nought; yet surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work is with my God.” But he spake not in despair; his righteousness sustained him. “Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength.” He was answered with the Father’s voice, “It is a light thing that thou shouldst be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will give thee for a light to the gentiles, that thou mayest be for salvation to the ends of the earth:” Isaiah 49:4; Isaiah 49:6. Ministers of Jesus, learn here to bewail your barrenness, and want of success in the ear of heaven, and the consolations of the Saviour shall be your consolation. The final songs of angels shall heal the sorrows of the saints. The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. Revelation 11:15.

Nor should it escape remark, that the heralds of the gospel preached a crucified Redeemer, Messiah, the arm of the Lord, Christ the wisdom, and Christ the power of God, whose own arm brought salvation. Of the people there was none with him, none to uphold. Their ministry had three characters: they made a full report of the glory and grace of Christ; they required faith, a full consent of heart, that men should believe their report; and that their converts should receive the seal of God in the regeneration of their hearts.

Isaiah 53:2. He shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. At the time of our Saviour’s birth, a misguided and blind theology directed the comments of the rabbins, that the Messiah should fill the throne of David, “and abide for ever.” Whereas the prophets had other ideas, just the reverse of those who expected a worldly kingdom. David had said, “Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth, (as a root out of a dry ground) and righteousness shall look down from heaven.” Rejoice, oh daughter of Zion, thy king cometh unto thee. He is just, and having salvation; lowly, riding upon an ass’s colt. He is not of the order of belligerent kings. He shall break the bow of Ephraim, and turn away the battle-horse from Jerusalem; he shall publish peace to the heathen, and make wars to cease to the ends of the earth.

Isaiah 53:3. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. What was the Saviour’s life on earth? It was a life sought as soon as he was born! Expatriated in infancy, concealed at Nazareth, in the retreats of Galilee. What were the scenes of his public ministry? Stretching out his hands all the day long to a gainsaying and disobedient people. A man of sorrows, weeping in Galilee, weeping in Bethany, weeping over Jerusalem, weeping in the temple. We say nothing of his agony in the garden, when the sorrows of death compassed him about; those were scenes of anguish surpassing the comprehension of man. Was there any sorrow like to his sorrow?

And we hid as it were our faces from him. As though his very name had utterly disgraced us; as though his crimes had appalled us. He was despised, spit upon and buffeted, and we esteemed him not. When the bacchanalians were suppressed at Rome, an orator advised their relatives not to know them. So the Saviour was treated by his own nation.

Isaiah 53:4. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. The Chaldaic reads, “Surely he shall pray for our sins; and our iniquities shall be forgiven for his sake.” The style is highly ceremonial. The priest bare the iniquity of the people; it was laid by confessions on the head of the victim, as is repeated below. On the subject, that the Messiah was to be “touched with the feeling of our infirmities,” Dr. Lightfoot quotes the Talmud, where one asks, What is the name of the Messiah. Some answered, Leprous, and the Messiah sitting in the gate of the city. It was asked again, By what token may he be known? Answer. He sitteth among the diseased poor. Where else should the physician be, but with the sick?

Isaiah 53:5. He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. The sufferings of the Redeemer were vicarious. About forty of those are named in the prophets. The kings of the earth took counsel against the Lord, and against his anointed. He that ate bread at his table, lifted up the heel against him. He was sold for money. He hid not his face from shame and spitting. He gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to those that plucked off the hair. They pierced his hands and his feet, nailing him to the cross. They elevated him, as Moses elevated the serpent in the wilderness. The rulers wagged their heads, and cried, Aha, aha! They mocked him as a prophet, and a Saviour of others. His very bones were dislocated, and might be counted while extended on the cross. They offered him the stupifying potion of vinegar and gall. The sword awoke against the shepherd, and pierced Jehovah’s fellow. The mind, fainting at the scene, can only be revived by his conquering voice, when he cried, It is finished, and gave up the ghost.

Isaiah 53:6. All we, like sheep, have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all, making him the vicarious sacrifice for a guilty race. When the Redeemer was before the council of the Jews, it was their aim to convict him of blasphemy; but unable to do it, the highpriest, contrary to all law, adjured him by the living God to say whether he were the Christ. He confessed, and denied not, saying, “Hereafter ye shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven.” On hearing this, Caiaphas rent his robe, laid the guilt of blasphemy on the Redeemer’s head, and condemned him as worthy of death. Thus the Lord of glory was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. Thus it was, he, ος ουτος, who himself bare our sins in his own body on the tree, redeemed us from the curse of the law, by being made a curse for us.

Isaiah 53:7. He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. Perfect in every active and passive grace, he offered himself without spot to God. He was silent, for we were guilty; defence being of no avail with wolves predetermined to destroy. He was taken from prison and from judgment, dragged from one tribunal to another. He was distressed, he was afflicted; in his humiliation his judgment was taken away, and no one appeared in his defence.

Isaiah 53:8. Who shall declare his generation; for he was cut off; was crucified in haste, as the paschal lamb was eaten. For the transgression of my people was he stricken. The manner of the Hebrews was, as in oriental nations, when the more distinguished criminals were executed, to publish their pedigree; as Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah. Joshua 7:1. Leviticus 24:11. But who shall declare the generation of Him, whom the Lord possessed in the beginning of his ways, before his works of old. Who from the womb of the morning, has the dew of his youth; and whose goings forth were of old, from everlasting. Proverbs 8:22. Micah 5:2. He is the true Melchizedek, without beginning of days or end of life. Hebrews 7:3. Who shall declare his generation, of whom it is said, Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee. Hebrews 5:4. St. Paul, who repeatedly cites this text, disdains to attempt exposition, in reply to an infidel philosophy.

The above is the true sense of the primitive church. Irenæus, speaking against the errors of the Gnostics, says, Propheta quidem ait de eo, generationem ejus quis enarabit? Vos autem generationem ejus ex Patre divinantes, et Verbi hominem per linguam factam prolationem transferentes in Verbum Dei, juste detegimini à nobis, quod neque humana, nec divina noveritis, &c.
To declare the generation, the dignity, the essence, and nature of Christ, no language is adequate; in regard of which the Holy Ghost says in the prophets, His generation who shall declare? For no man knoweth the Son but the Father. Christ is that light which shone before the world; that intellectual and essential wisdom that was before all ages. The living God, the Word who was in the beginning with the Father; whom the Father alone can fully and perfectly comprehend. Him who is prior to every creature and production, whether visible or invisible, the first and only- begotten Son of God. The great Captain of all the celestial intelligences in the deathless hosts of heaven; the Angel of the great council, the consummator of all the Father’s secret pleasure, the maker and framer of all things in unison with the Father; who, after the Father, is the cause and maker of all things, the true and only-begotten Son of God; yea, Lord and God; the sovereign of all creatures, receiving dominion and power from the Father, together with divinity, power, and honour.—Hist. Ecclesiastes lib. 1. cap. 2.

How noble and ingenuous are these declarations, compared with the artifices and evasions of our new translators, who say in succession, Who shall declare the wickedness of the age in which the Saviour lived? Our dignitaries, our rational divines, have the effrontery to ask this question! The age in which he lived was the serpent’s age, a generation of vipers. Inspired men use the interrogative forms of speech for things which cannot be uttered. Where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear—who shall be able to stand—who shall declare his generation? It is unutterable, it is ineffable, it is eternal.

Isaiah 53:9. He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death. The Versions vary; the Hebrew being brief, is rather obscure. The Vulgate reads, Et dabit impios pro sepultura, et divitem pro morte sua. The comments are, I will make thy death like that of Samson, a final stroke at principalities and powers. I will make Jerusalem the grave of its inhabitants, and destroy Pilate and the proud council of the Jews by the Romans, both root and branch. But others read, His grave was appointed with the wicked, but with the rich man was his tomb. In this view the text is a luminous prophecy of all that occurred in his burial. His glory, and his illustrious virtues, procured him this honourable sepulchre. He had done no violence against the Romans, neither was deceit before the council found in his mouth.

Isaiah 53:10. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him. Our redemption is constantly ascribed to the good pleasure of the Father: he spared not his own Son, but freely delivered him up for us all. He hath put him to grief; to such grief as no one besides ever endured, and such as no finite mind can comprehend. His soul was made an offering for sin, not his body only; and hence that bitter exclamation in Gethsemane, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.

He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. When great kings and conquerors die, their sun goes down, the monuments decay, and their histories recede. But with the death of Christ the sun rose to set no more. Immortality and life were demonstrated; righteousness was published to the gentiles, and the world invited from all the darkness of crime and misery, to life and righteousness in the Lord. Rejoice then, ye heavens; be glad, oh earth; and let the nations stretch out their hands to the Lord.

The clouds of death being chased away, a flood of evangelical light broke in upon the prophet’s mind. He saw the rejected stone made the head of the corner; he saw the Redeemer’s enemies put under his feet, and the nations converted to the Lord. He saw the joys of earth swell the joys of heaven.

Isaiah 53:11. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied. Faint are the joys of a woman when a son and heir is born, compared with those of Christ. His triumph over principalities and powers on the cross, his removal of guilt by the sacrifice of himself, his opening life and righteousness to a guilty world, the conversion of nations unnumbered in multitude, filled his mind with unutterable delight. “Father, behold me, and the children whom thou hast given me.” A progeny ransomed from Satan, sin, and death, now made heirs of righteousness and eternal joy. Filled with the glorious designations of Deity, he despised the cross, endured the shame, and took his session on the mediatorial throne.

By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many, for he shall bear their iniquities. Surely these are glad tidings to sinners. The unsearchable riches of the knowledge of Christ are obtained by hearing the gospel, their sin is removed by an all sufficient sacrifice, and the gift of righteousness is poured into the heart. Who is he that condemneth? It is God that justifieth, it is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again. The creditor has no claims, the holiness of God has no impeachment; rebels are reconciled in a way perfectly honourable to the divine government, and sinners are made saints and sons of God. Haste then, haste to embrace the righteousness of God our Redeemer.

Isaiah 53:12. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong. The prophet Daniel illustrates this text by adding, after the succession of the four great empires, the Babylonian, the Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman, “But the saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, yea, for ever and ever.” The Messiah’s kingdom shall not be left to other people; the Father having said, I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Psalms 2:8.

Because he hath poured out his soul unto death, laying down his life for us. St. Paul, alluding to this passage, says, Because he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. And if his mediatorial glory surpass that of angels, what must his divine and essential glory be?

He was numbered with the transgressors. He was classed with them in the criminal courts, and associated with them when crucified on Calvary. And he bare the sin of many. רבים rabbim, the multitudes. One victim died, bearing the sins of the whole nation, as in Isaiah 53:6, and Romans 5:15; Romans 5:18. And made intercession for the transgressors: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. The Saviour stands between the offended God and the offending world, and solicits our salvation on the ground of mediatorial right, and covenant engagements.

REFLECTIONS.
On a calm review of all these prophecies, in connection with others of a like nature, we must conclude that Jesus is indeed the Christ. By chance they could not have happened. They are not confined to the glorious person of Christ, they are national, and so many links in a grand chain of providences. The sceptre departed from Judah, Jerusalem was burned, the Jews were dispersed, and the gentiles were called. Without a doubt Daniel is correct: The Messiah shall be cut off, not for any crime of his own, but for the sins of the people. 

54 Chapter 54 

Verses 1-17
Isaiah 54:1. Sing, oh barren, thou that didst not bear. This prophecy is a song of praise, exulting in the assurance that the gentile world should be converted to Christ. The prophet saw it as already done: he had no doubt on the subject. Christianity has contended single-handed with idolatry, on the great theatres of Greece and Rome, and put her to shame. It shall be the same, whenever truth shall fairly gain the ear of the yet rebellious gentiles.

The Jews, it is true, apply all these prophecies to the conversion of the gentiles to Judaism; and with these arguments they imposed on the christians in Galatia during Paul’s absence. Against whom he declares that Jerusalem below is in bondage with her children; but Jerusalem above is free, who is the mother of us all. Galatians 4:25-26. Hebrews 13:22. By consequence, the Zion he addressed is the christian church, composed of Jews and gentiles; a city set on a hill, the light and glory of the world.

Isaiah 54:3. Thy seed shall inherit the gentiles. In the short space of two hundred and eighty six years after Christ, the emperor Constantine was converted, and the Roman world at large flocked into the christian church. Kings and queens, princes and rulers, became the parents and protectors of the saints. Oh how Caiaphas and the Jewish rulers would have looked with contempt on the poor apostles, had they thought even that they had the remotest hope of such a day of glory, and in so short a time.

Isaiah 54:4. The shame of thy youth, when debased in Egypt, rebellious against the Lord, enslaved in the Babylonian captivity, and afflicted with the Roman dispersion.

Isaiah 54:5. Thy Maker is thy husband. On this text, St. Bernard says, Nemo commitit sponsam suam vicario, nemo enim ecclesiæ sponsus est. “No man commits his wife to a vicar, for no man is the husband of the church. It is enough for a pastor to be the friend of the Bridegroom, and to rejoice in the prosperity of the church.” The pope would not like this comment of one of his most honoured sons.

Isaiah 54:7. For a small moment have I forsaken thee. It was only during the periods of oppression, and the darker ages of the church; and then in appearance more than in reality. The Lord awaited to see the good effects of correction, that his sun might shine again.

Isaiah 54:9. The waters of Noah should no more go over the earth. We are now advancing far into the fifth thousand years since the deluge, and no periodical destruction of the earth has taken place; the rejectors of revelation are therefore embarrassed with the fidelity of God’s oath to that patriarch, while the saints rejoice that the Lord is indeed faithful to his word, giving us summer and winter, seedtime and harvest.

Isaiah 54:10. The mountains shall depart. Babylonian and Roman tyranny shall be brought down, for the Lord will shake and remove all opposing powers, and establish his covenant of peace, as nations do after long wars. Then the sun of Zion shall set no more. Ezekiel 34:25; Ezekiel 37:26. Language cannot be more strong, that God will never leave nor forsake his people.

Isaiah 54:13. All thy children shall be taught of the Lord. According as our Saviour cites the text, it contains a promise that the grace and truth of the gospel shall be opened to all the world; that the law shall be written on men’s hearts, they shall all be taught to do the will of God, and to love one another. Psalms 143:10, 1Th_4:9.

Isaiah 54:17. No weapon of the secular arm shall prosper that is lifted up against thee; no tongue of infidelity shall utter vile speeches, unshamed and uncondemned. Thy righteousness or covenant blessings are all of me, saith the Lord. The French school thought to change the times; God sat in the heavens, and laughed them to scorn.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter contains a luminous prediction of the success of the gospel among the gentiles, and of the union of the Jewish and gentile converts in the new mount Zion which the Lord hath chosen. The prophet saw that thousands of Jews would be converted, but that myriads of gentiles would fly as a cloud, home to the church. The wall of partition which divided the Jews and the gentiles in the court of the temple, is done away in Christ; the gentile sheep are one with Israel’s fold; and we alike belong to mount Zion which is free, and the fruitful mother of us all. So St. Paul has expounded this passage; and so it must be; for it is true only of the believing seed which sprung up from the day of pentecost, that they might inherit the gentiles. Zion shall no more see a state of widowhood and shame. This would not be true, if restricted to the return of the Jews from Babylon, for they now see an awful state of widowhood under this long dispersion. But Christ, our Lord and Maker, is still the head and husband of the church, and he decks her with ornaments of grace and glory.

The chastisement of Israel was but for a moment, but his kindness shall be for ever. The years of affliction during the darker ages of the christian church, have not been long at any one time; and of late ages they have enjoyed great quiet, and acquired much wealth. But on their conversion to the Lord Christ their calamities shall all subside; and as the Lord sware to Noah that the earth should no more be destroyed by water, so the deluge of tribulation shall no more drown and make desolate his chosen sanctuary. This he farther illustrates by saying, that the mountains should depart, and the hills be removed, but his kindness should not depart from Zion. This must of course be understood of the calling and conversion of the Jews, in union with the christian church, for now there is but one church and one covenant. The removal of mountains is no other than the shaking of all nations, and the exalting of vallies, for God will be the defence of his people, and all who molest them shall destroy their own souls.

Zion was to be rebuilt with precious stones, with sapphires and carbuncles. The holy prophets and apostles are the precious foundation stones, of infinite beauty and unspeakable worth. In the calling and conversion of the Jews, God will raise up from among them many invaluable men, quite in the spirit of the holy apostles. Under such ministers the children shall all be taught of God, and have his law written on their hearts.

No weapon made against Zion shall prosper long. The Assyrians, the Babylonians, and the Romans, were soon drenched with the cup they had made the Hebrews to drink. So likewise under the christian church, both Jews and Romans suffered for afflicting the saints. The papists have often visibly suffered for persecuting the protestants. Let us therefore be confident in his almighty love. He made the smith before the smith could forge the weapon. He knows the counsel, and is privy to the plots of our enemies. He will not suffer them to hurt us, unless it be to punish our sins, or to save us from some greater evil. 

55 Chapter 55 

Verses 1-13
Isaiah 55:12. The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing. Virgil has the like ideas. Eclogue 5:62.

Ipsi lætitia voces ad sidera jactant Intonsi montes; ipsæ jam carmina rupes, Ipsa sonant arbusta.
That is, the unshorn mountains, elated with joy, raise their voices to the stars; yea, the rocks and groves resound with songs. The poets, as well as the prophets, sung the glory of the latter day.

REFLECTIONS.
The waters which flowed from the Gihon, the rivers of wine and milk, comprising every other blessing of providence, are here again copiously adduced to express the richer blessings of the gospel. Temporal mercies could not be obtained without labour or money, except when kings gave a royal treat. But here God’s sanctuary is full; the feast is abundant, and the vintage overflows. Peace springs from the threshhold of the Lord’s house, and righteousness drops from his bountiful hands.

The characters invited are those who hunger and thirst, those who have no money, and the worst of the wicked who forsake their thoughts and ways. Then, oh my soul, thou art included most expressly. Come then to the waters flowing from Christ the rock, and to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Eat and drink abundantly, and let all thy desires be satisfied with the fatness of his house.

Sinners are not only invited, but warned of the danger of delay. Wherefore spend ye money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Pleasures, riches, honours, are unsatisfactory; they are but opiates for the moment, which leave both stupor and stings behind. Transient joys and sensual bliss are too mean and scanty to satisfy the vast desires of an immortal spirit, sighing for an immortal good, and erroneously seeking it in the vanities and pleasures of the present life.

God promises to renew with Israel his everlasting covenant, which he made with Abraham in the promised seed, and which he renewed with David. Genesis 12:3. Psalms 89. David’s name is here mentioned, because he was a type of Christ; and because his children were about to lose the crown, and be tributary to foreign kings. Yet God’s mercies are sure, being all confirmed in Christ, who is prince of the kings of the earth, and the captain of our salvation. Hence we surely do right in expounding this prophecy of evangelical felicity, because the everlasting or new covenant everywhere refers to Christ.

In order truly to embrace the promises and grace of God, repentance is here enjoined. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found. Repentance, which saved Nineveh, often saved Jerusalem, and would have caused it, as our Saviour says of Sodom, to remain unto this day. But there is a crisis, an awful crisis in the sins of men and of nations, when God will not be found. Ezekiel 14. For the further illustration of this text, I refer the reader to three Sermons of Saurin, on the Delay of Repentance, which I have translated from the French; for I believe that more judicious and warm addresses to the unregenerate, never dropped from the lips of any minister.

To encourage Israel, during the Babylonian captivity and the Roman dispersion, to rely on those promises, the Lord pledges his perfections, that they might believe in the magnitude of his mercies. As the heavens are high above the earth, so his providence, his mercy, and his love are high above all our scanty views of grace. But oh my soul, abuse not the riches of his goodness: the promise is to him who forsakes the open wickedness of his life, and the secret concupiscence of his heart.

As the rain makes the earth fruitful, so God’s word shall not be barren; it shall fertilize the gentiles, and cause the earth to bud; yea, it shall make the wilderness as the garden of the Lord. Hence Israel was to go forth from Babylon with joy, and gladden the hills and woods with joyful hymns of the promises of the Messiah’s kingdom and glory. The favours he would show to Zion should be to him for an everlasting name, and a sign. The Roman conquerors proudly assumed the name of Germanicus, Africanus, and Britanicus, after subduing those countries; but of the Messiah it is said, The God of the whole earth shall he be called. May he reign in all our hearts. 

56 Chapter 56 

Verses 1-12
Isaiah 56:1. Keep ye judgment, as a preparation for the Messiah’s advent, who is here called, Salvation; and whose righteousness and mercy are the only ground of a sinner’s justification, adoption, and glory. For his coming Jacob when dying prayed, Oh Lord, I have waited for thy Salvation.

Isaiah 56:3. The stranger that hath joined himself to the Lord. In the second temple there were three courts: Atrium Gentrium, the court of the gentiles, which is the same as the court of Israel. The court of the women was divided by a wall from the great court. Next was the Chel, surrounded with a low wall of curious work, ascended by fourteen steps. At the entrance of this court there were on the pillars an inscription in Latin and Greek, announcing the Sanctity of the place, and that no stranger must enter, nor any Israelite, if he had touched a dead body. Deuteronomy 23:1. Dr. Lightfoot.
Isaiah 56:9. All ye beasts of the field. Rather, as in the Hebrew, beasts of the forest; that is, beasts of prey; an apostrophe to the Chaldean army, swifter than leopards, and fiercer than the evening wolves. Habakkuk 1:8. A leading cause of the Hebrew ruin, the Lord by Isaiah imputes, in the next verses, to corrupt priests and false prophets; viz. blind watchmen, and dumb dogs that could not bark. A watchman, who eats the bread of a pastor, should have piercing eyes, and be like the wakeful dog in giving alarm of danger.

Isaiah 56:10-11. His watchmen are blind, they are all dumb dogs. The Vulgate reads, speculatores ejus ceci omnes, all his speculators are blind; that is, the priests and doctors, says Poole, in the Synopsis, who sold themselves for false prophets. Compare Ezekiel 3:17; Ezekiel 33:2; Ezekiel 33:6-7. Judges, princes, and kings were all the same. They were blind, and could not see the evils coming on their country. Dumb dogs, who saw Jerusalem full of sin, and held their peace. They imposed their own blind speculations on the people, as the hallowed revelations of the Lord. Oh pastor! see that no part of this portrait belongs to thee.— The Egyptians gave the name “dog” to Sirius, the brightest of our fixed stars in Orion, because when he was seen it was as the barking of a dog, warning to prepare for the inundation of the Nile. 

Isaiah 56:12. Fetch wine. The princes, priests and prophets, drunk in time of danger, like wicked men, and filled themselves with strong drink, as in chap. 28:7, 8.

REFLECTIONS.
The warm exhortation to repentance and reformation, pressed in the last chapter, is here resumed, and by the consideration that God’s salvation was near to come; namely, a salvation from Babylon, and a salvation from sin and death by the Lord Jesus. The prophet so wrote that his writing might edify the church in every age, the righteousness of the Lord being no other than his faithful accomplishment of the promises, in shedding down on the church all the blessings of a full redemption.

In the evangelical age very great encouragement was to be given to strangers to embrace the new covenant, mentioned in the preseding chapter, Isaiah 56:3, who should join the Jewish, and afterwards the christian church; and these in the apostolic times are estimated at one fifth of the nation. The eunuch is here particularly comforted. Whether he was born a eunuch, whether tyrants had made him so to serve in the harem, or whether he had mistakenly made himself so for the kingdom of God, he was excluded from the sanctuary. Deuteronomy 23:1. But in better times he is promised, on keeping the sabbath, which to the heathen seemed a difficult precept,—a place and a name in God’s house, better than that of sons and of daughters. The eunuchs, and all those ministers, missionaries, and eminently pious women who make Christ their whole delight, and who live solely to convert sinners and edify the church, shall have children in glory which shall be their crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord, and make their name more illustrious than the title of Patriarch. As to the strangers, the names of Rahab, of Ruth, and others stand high in the scriptures; and Elimelech, a eunuch who saved Jeremiah from perishing in the dungeon, has immortalized his memory in the church. Hence the sin- offering of those who joined the Jewish church should be accepted, and the devotion of those who joined the christian church should not be less acceptable to God.

The pious Jews and proselytes are farther comforted by a deliverance from those priests and rulers who were blind and ignorant watchmen—dumb dogs, who had neither talents nor spirit for the ministry—idle, dormant, and greedy dogs, who could never have enough. They almost broke Isaiah’s heart: Isaiah 28:13. Instead of profiting by his awful predictions, they seemed to drink for whole nights in the Lord’s house, and said, to-morrow shall be as to-day. In the issue he lost his life by struggling against them, and against Manasseh their wicked king. If the words be applied to the watchmen or shepherds in our Saviour’s time, or in any time, the doctrine is equally true, that God will root them out of his house. He will call the beasts of the field and of the forest to devour, which Jeremiah explains of God’s abhorring his sanctuary, taking away his glory, and giving it up to the beasts of the forests, the Chaldeans, and latterly the Romans, to be devoured: chap. 12. He mentions in particular, that the birds round about are gathered against her; just as our Saviour said, where the carcase is there will the eagles be gathered together. May the Lord then make us faithful in the ministry, for teachers of this description are the last curse to a church and nation. 

57 Chapter 57 

Verses 1-21
Isaiah 57:1. The righteous perisheth. This was written as a tribute, it would seem, to the memory of king Hezekiah, who was recently called from an earthly to a heavenly crown. He entered into peace, beyond the reach of all the calamities impending over his country. The nation at large did not know their loss, and therefore sorrowed not as the prophet would have them do.

Isaiah 57:4. Against whom do ye sport yourselves? The idolaters, finding the young king Manasseh decidedly in favour of heathen gods, could not contain their joy. Those awful characters, called the seed of adulterers, that is, born of idolatrous parents, or morally, children of the Amorite and the Hittite, as in Ezekiel 16., wantoned the more in idolatrous festivity, nor saw the calamities which in a few years more would desolate the temple, and the land.

Isaiah 57:6. Among the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion. It was a general practice of the gentiles to worship near fountains and rivers, and in groves. Criminals were also put to death near rivers, as when Elijah slew the priests and prophets of Baal at the brook. 1 Kings 18.

Isaiah 57:8. Behind the doors also—hast thou set up thy remembrance. The penates, or houshold gods, were placed there as a memorial of their abominable superstition. Our missionaries in the island of Madagascar often found idols concealed in cupboards.

Isaiah 57:9. Thou wentest to the king with ointment. To the king of Egypt, or Damascus, or Babylon, to tell him the joy of thy having adopted his altar and his worship. It is also a rebuke for their going to a foreign prince to ask counsel, as though the Lord was not sufficient.

Isaiah 57:12. I will declare thy righteousness; ironically, thy hypocrisy, thy wickedness, by publicly delivering thee into the hands of thine enemies; who in a short time carried the king in chains to Babylon.

REFLECTIONS.
The loss of a great and good man, whether prince or prophet, is a serious calamity when viewed in itself. The church and the nation lose a father who directed them by his counsel, governed them by his prudence, and awed the wicked by his influence. They lose the great patron of piety, and the model of virtue; and the loss is irreparable when no man is raised up in the like spirit, and with rising influence, to take the helm, and faithfully discharge his duty, totally disregarding party opinions.

It is a most unnatural crime and a sure omen of the destruction of the age, when no one laments the fall of a great and good man. Blindness and infatuation have seized a people, so circumstanced, when they neither perceive that the righteous are taken from the evil to come, nor that their own lives are in jeopardy, because no successor is provided; which provision God has usually made for his church and people. Moses consecrated Joshua, Elijah threw his mantle on Elisha, and St. Paul trained up Timothy and others to succeed him among the gentiles.

King Hezekiah, and perhaps many other good men, having died about this time, Isaiah was the more desirous to magnify his ministry by pointed attacks on the idolaters, who seemed rather to rejoice at than to lament the death of the saints. He bids the children of the idolaters draw near, whose ancestors had departed from the Lord, as an adulteress departs from her husband. He prescribes the characters of their superstition, and drags into open day the dark scenes which revolt the heart. They looked on the form of their immodest idols till they approached a state not less wicked than the men of Sodom before they were burned. They slew their children in the valley of Hinnom, where Tophet and Moloch were adored. 2 Kings 23:10. They built their altars with smooth stones taken out of the brook Kidron, and in contempt of the law which enjoined altars to be made of unhewn stones. Under every green tree, and in caverns whose jaws were portentous of hell, they practised the mysteries of Satan. At home there was not a house but had its god placed behind the door to guard it from danger. God therefore resolved to declare his righteousness in punishing them as he had threatened; and with this highest mark of anger, that he would not deliver them in the day when they cried to him. Oh that the pleasure-takers, the drunkards, and the profligates of this age, would see their own portrait, in the men who brought ruin on the Hebrew nation.

When the idolaters, though they cast up a causey for their allies, had none to deliver them, hear what the Lord says to his weeping people. He calls himself the High and Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity; consequently he existed before his enemies, and shall outlive them all; for in the chaste language of scripture there is always a close connection between the perfections God assumes, and the parties addressed. The Lord dwells in the temple, his high and holy place; therefore the wicked shall not prevail over the church. This glorious God, who mocks at the impious in trouble, will dwell with the man who is poor, of a contrite heart, and who trembles at his word: yea, he prefers this heart before all temples. Hence the prophet, as is usual, now launches into evangelical times; for we must either maintain that holy men worshipped with the Messiah in view, or give up the new testament. He would comfort with peace and protection the Jews who were nigh or afar off: and ultimately send the gospel of peace to the gentiles who were far from God.

We have next the awful character of the wicked: they are like the troubled sea, spending its foaming rage on the shore. They resemble the unclean spirit, travelling through dry places, seeking rest and finding none. Hurried by impetuous passions they fly to pleasure, and find disappointment; they indulge in every concupiscence of the heart, and when mortification follows they foam with rage, blaspheme with revenge, and destroy the repose of life in faction, intrigue, and restless ambition; just and worthy preparatives for weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

58 Chapter 58 

Verses 1-14
Isaiah 58:1. Cry aloud, spare not; lift up thy voice like a trumpet. It is not doubted by the Jews, nor by St. Jerome, that Isaiah lived to the beginning of Manasseh’s idolatrous reign; nor that he was sawn asunder, while opposing idolatry. Against sins which ruin a nation, the ministers of God must raise their voice, and not keep silence.

Isaiah 58:3. Wherefore have we fasted? The fasts of the Hebrews were many. Zechariah 7:3. The annual fast was on the tenth day of the seventh month. Leviticus 23:28. But the occasion of this fast, it would seem from Isaiah 58:14, was, that certain fortresses or high places were occupied by the Assyrians. After the fast, they expected some special deliverance, but none came. They were still in their sins; they asked mercy of God, without showing mercy to man. They remitted no debts, nor suppressed a single vice, as described in the following chapter; a portrait stained with the foulest crimes.

Isaiah 58:4. Behold ye fast for strife, dragging the poor into vexatious suits before the elders.

Isaiah 58:13. Nor finding thine own pleasure, on that holy day. The Jews were allowed to walk about a mile from the gate of the city; walks within the city appear nowhere to have been counted. This was thought sufficient for health; and health is the plea of London for crowding teagardens and publichouses; but teagardens and alehouses are the ruin of health, and the destruction of virtue. The liberal principle is there in full operation. They are sanctioned places of revolt, against the bible, against the church, and against the throne. Country girls come up to town to improve their condition, or otherwise, are on going home in an evening pushed into certain houses, and are ruined. Some of those cases have been exposed at the Old Bailey; and it is painful to add, that those authorities which reject all public enactments for the better observance of the sabbath, and who prefer travelling on that day, may see their error when it is too late. The sanctity of the sabbath in abstaining from all labour, and attending to the public duties of devotion, has a connection with national independence. “I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the land.” Habakkuk 3:18. Thy garrisons shall not be occupied by Assyrian troops. See on Ezekiel 20., and Genesis 2. 

REFLECTIONS.
After so happy a reign as that of Hezekiah, and after the labours of so great a prophet as Isaiah, now grown grey with hoary age, we might have expected to find religion in a better state. Yet the man of God resolves to die in the contest, and gain the martyr’s crown. Isaiah having traced the horror and impiety of the idolaters, proceeds now with a high voice to make manifest the sins of those who still adhered to the Lord’s temple. Here he made the divine word resound with the energy and emphasis of the trumpets which called them to devotion. Vices long enrooted in the heart, and confirmed by habit, will not be eradicated by the mild addresses of an Eli to his profligate sons; and addresses of this description have been, for more than a century past, the too general character of our printed sermons. Isaiah saw his country on the brink of ruin. The worshippers of the Lord were either formalists, or wicked men; and the rest of the nation were gone after idols, and lolled out the tongue against the Lord. What was still more to be feared, the young Manasseh was rapidly introducing superstition into Judah, and even into the temple. Isaiah therefore seemed resolved not to outlive the departed glory. He resisted alike the wicked king, the apostate priests, and the degenerate people. He was indeed very old and greyheaded; yet when acting for God, he felt all the fire of youth; and so irresistible was the torrent of his sublime eloquence, that the revolting king ordered him to be sawn asunder. Well, he was taken from the evil to come: Isaiah 57:1. He entered into peace, having expired in the contest. But ah, on whom did his mantle fall? Where are the ministers raised up in his spirit? And how will the temporizing shepherds dare to meet his eyes, when his master, the Messiah, shall come in the clouds of heaven?—See the second edition of four Sermons by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Coke; of ministers they deserve particular attention.

When the spirit of religion is lost in formality, it is a most dangerous omen to the church of God. From habits acquired in good Hezekiah’s reign, considerable numbers still assembled in the courts of the Lord, to celebrate his fasts and festivals, but they still retained their sins. They exacted labour of their servants, they oppressed the poor, and smote them with the fist of wickedness, not from any judicial sentence, but from wanton cruelty.

When an assembled nation seeks the divine clemency by fasting and prayer, they should first show mercy one to another. It is the highest insult to the majesty and holiness of God to ask forgiveness while we retain our sins. Hence of Israel it was required that they should relax something of rigour to the poor, should loose the bands of oppressive servitude, and not retain the poor for vexatious debts. They should feed the hungry, and clothe the naked; then the light of national and personal prosperity would break forth upon them as the morning. The country would then soon be full of people, as in Solomon’s time; and the waste and desolate places made so by the Assyrian and other wars, would soon be rebuilt. One tide of prosperity would overflow the land; yea, the Babylonian captivity, so long predicted, would, as in the case of Nineveh, have been avoided.

Another sin which frustrated all the good effects of fasting and devotion, was sabbath-breaking. If Israel would forbear journies of pleasure, ordinary work, idle talk, and bearing burdens on that holy day, then the Lord’s glory should dwell in the land. They should ride on their high fortresses, and display their banners: the heritage of Jacob in all temporal and spiritual good should be their portion, and the flag of an enemy should not insult their country. Learn then, oh my soul, to hallow the sabbath. This day was almost lost on the continent of Europe before the French revolution; and mark what christendom still suffers. This day is most shamefully profaned in England; and consequently, the cloud is but suspended over our guilty heads. 

59 Chapter 59 

Verses 1-21
Isaiah 59:1. Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save. The failure of your fast is not with the Lord; he sees, and he can hear. Neither is the fault in the promises announced by his prophets; for you have not obeyed their voice. Your hands are defiled with blood; the nation is loaded with all its sins, and all its unrelenting cruelty to the poor.

Isaiah 59:3. Your hands are defiled with blood. This expression is of great importance in determining the time of this prophecy. It was delivered unquestionably in the early part of Manasseh’s reign, when unoffending infants were sacrificed to Tophet and Moloch; and when much innocent blood was shed in Jerusalem by a factious administration of justice. Among the rest, Isaiah’s hallowed blood sprinkled the dust of his country.

Isaiah 59:5. They hatch cockatrice eggs. See Proverbs 23:32. These eggs and figures designate the fertile wickedness of the human heart, and that all its pleas for vice are futile and weak as the spider’s web.

Isaiah 59:7. They make haste to shed innocent blood, So much blood was shed in the beginning of Manasseh’s reign, that it cannot be doubted but those dark shades of character refer to that time, when Isaiah must have been more than ninety years of age. See Romans 3:10-18, where a view of those times was in the mind of Paul.

Isaiah 59:14. Judgment is turned away backward. The cardinal virtues are here personified, but the wicked citizens drove them from the bench. Justice, on seeing this, stood afar off, expecting no better treatment. Truth was trodden down of the populace in the streets, for they covered their crimes with falsehoods. Equity was so appalled at those proceedings that she durst not enter the city. The health of the public body was so far vitiated as to baffle the aids of medicine.

Isaiah 59:15. He that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey. He is discarded from the parties, he loses his caste, and is regarded as a traitor, a deserter from the ranks. Now is the moral test of the state of the heart; whether he will go to hell for the sake of company, or be a decided character for religion; for no man can serve two masters. This crime of ridiculing revelation, and persecuting the saints, fills up the measure of iniquity. 

Isaiah 59:16. The Lord saw that there was no intercessor—therefore his arm brought salvation. This prophecy cannot therefore, with truth and justice, be restricted to Isaiah’s time; for there were then many intercessors. He himself prophesied in four reigns, and was contemporary with several of the great prophets; yet there was no salvation in his time. Neither can this text be applied to the time when God delivered the Israelites from the Babylonian captivity, for Daniel was then one of the most eminent intercessors, having fasted and prayed for twenty three days; and Cyrus was their great patron. This text must therefore be understood of our redemption by Christ, and of the ultimate deliverance of the church from the antichristian dominion. St. Paul thus applied the twentieth verse: the Redeemer, or deliverer, shall come to Zion. Romans 9:26, Isaiah 63:1, is understood in the same manner.

Isaiah 59:19. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him. So it has often happened. When a hundred thousand Midianites invaded the land, the Spirit of the Lord moved Gideon to blow with his trumpets. The holy apostles likewise, moved by the divine impetus, resisted the overspreading of idolatry and wickedness. Constantine displayed the banner of the cross, and drove all his enemies before him. In this way the Lord has moved the hearts of good men in every age, to lift up their banners in his name. The humblest christian may therefore do great things in the strength of the Lord; and even the day of small and feeble things shall not be despised.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter, like the cloud at the Red sea, has a double aspect; a dark side with regard to the Jews, and a bright one with regard to Zion, or the new- testament church, in the glory of the latter day, when the nations from the rising of the sun shall fear the Lord; and when his covenant shall no more depart out of their mouth, nor out of the mouth of their seed. The prophet, in a style of great sublimity and strength, here continues his efforts to save his country from destruction, after having made the most awakening appeals in several of the preseding chapters. His object was glorious, and his zeal and ministry were worthy of the cause. If the people could be brought to genuine repentance, notwithstanding the growing power of Babylon, whose armies were about to take Manasseh as a prisoner, he declares that the Lord’s arm was not shortened. He could still save as at the Red sea, as at Mizpeh, and as he overthrew the bloody Assyrians. The miseries of the Israelites originated in themselves. Their heart was as the viper’s nest, brooding venom and mischief. Their sins and iniquities formed the barrier of separation between them and the salvation which had been promised. The catalogue of their sins is a criminal calendar of the foulest enormities. It exhibits a total loss of morals and religion; public justice was sacrificed to bribery, interest, and faction. It exhibits a portrait of a people totally and religiously profligate, who instead of seeking help in God, were forming plots of wickedness, as the hatching of the viper’s eggs.—Haste, haste then, ye Babylonians: fly with eagles’ wings, for the carcase is carrion, and ready to be devoured. In Britain also we have infidels, we have drunkards, and learned seducers; yea, hypocrites in religion, who would soon make our morals like those of the Hebrews in the last stage of corruption. What a mercy that justice is impartially administered in our courts, that benevolence distinguishes our nation, and that there is yet a seed to serve the Lord!

The few in Israel who had light, did most heartily bewail the morals of their country. Judgment, said they, is far from us. We roar like bears, we mourn sore like doves. Here is the true spirit of piety; but alas, the salt was not sufficient to preserve the body from putrefaction. Their prayers however came up into the ears of the Lord, and their faith embraced the promises of personal deliverance, while it imperceptibly launched forth into the redemption of Christ, and into the present and final destruction of the wicked.

The only hope and refuge of the church is to fly into the arms of the Redeemer, who shall come to Zion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob. And as there was no man to deliver the oppressed, when they cried out of wrong, so neither was there man or angel to help a fallen world; for no man was found worthy to unloose the seals of God’s counsel, of vengeance and of love. Jesus had indeed three disciples in the garden; but they slept instead of comforting their master. So his own arm brought salvation and glory to his people.

In this great work of vengeance, after the rejection of grace, his righteousness sustained him, for he put it on as a breastplate, pouring fury on his adversaries, and recompense on his enemies. This refers to the destruction of the last enemies of the church, as described in Isaiah 63:3. Ezekiel 38, 39. Revelation 19. The Redeemer shall ultimately come to Zion, and crown her for ever with the glory of righteousness; a glory which shall never be obscured by any future fall, but remain from father to son, as the prophet next describes. 

60 Chapter 60 

Verses 1-22
This chapter contains the full cup of consolation given to Zion, after all her woes and long afflictions in the dark ages of the church. But it is, as Matthew Henry judiciously observes, “the gospel church expressly called Zion and Jerusalem, and under that idea, all believers are expressly said to come to it. Hebrews 12:22. Ye are come to mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; which text of St. Paul serves as a key to this prophecy.” This passage is likewise alluded to in Revelation 21:24. The ancient Jews have understood it in their Targums and ancient books, as relating to the Messiah. Vide Bereschit Rabba, in Genesis 25:6; Genesis 41:44.

Isaiah 60:1. Arise, shine, for thy light is come. The prophet had said, two verses before, The Redeemer shall come to Zion; to them that turn from transgression in Jacob. Therefore, arise, shine, for thy light is come. Christ the sun of righteousness, and the glory of God, is risen upon thee. It is the voice of the bridegroom rousing the bride. This is my covenant, saith the Lord, as in the words before. These words speak to the church in all succeeding ages. They stirred up the saints in Isaiah’s time; they cheered them in the Babylonian captivity with the hope that Jerusalem should be rebuilt, even by the sons of strangers, and by the largesses of the Persian kings. But to the christian church the curtains are undrawn, for the dayspring from on high hath visited us.

And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. This was promised in Isaiah 40:5, and that all flesh should see it together; yea, and in the course of a few years. The apostles saw this excellent glory on the mount, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. He is the Shekinah on the mercyseat, now dwelling in the christian church. He shines out in all the glory of the gospel, to illuminate the mind, and enlighten the gentiles. He hallows the heart by regeneration, when we behold as in a mirror his glory. He is also the light and glory of the celestial world. Therefore rise, oh Zion, from a winterly state, and shine in all the beauty and glory of righteousness.

Isaiah 60:2. Darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people. After the apostasy from the covenant of Noah, by which they knew God, but obstinately gave his glory to those that were no gods, he gave the heathens up to judicial blindness, and to work all manner of uncleanness with greediness. The books of the christian fathers on the superstition of the gentiles, and the letters of our modern missionaries, confirm all that St. Paul has said of the gentiles. But how striking is the confirmation of prophecy, that the Lord should arise on Zion, and cause the gospel-law to go forth from Jerusalem, a figure of the heavenly city.

Isaiah 60:3. The gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Yea, all kings shall fall down before thee. Psalms 72:11. Those kings bow down to Christ, the King of kings, for Judea had no glory of this kind.

Isaiah 60:5. Thy heart shall fear, and be enlarged, because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee. Jeremiah uses a similar phrase: They shall fear and tremble for all the goodness, and all the prosperity that I will procure unto her: Isaiah 33:9. We humbly expect and hope, that when the missionaries shall have penetrated into the heart of gentile kingdoms, there shall be such an influx of converts as shall astound the church with joy.

Isaiah 60:7. All the flocks of Kedar—the rams of Nebaioth (descendants of Ishmael) shall come up with acceptance on mine altar. While the glorious clouds were transporting their showers for the hill of Zion in the latter day, they let some drops fall on Jerusalem, after the Babylonian captivity, when the sons of strangers should help in building her walls, and Persian kings minister to her recovery. But we must not stop here, for of the true Zion it is said as follows.

Isaiah 60:12. The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish. Such is the current language of the prophets. The stone cut out of the mountain without hands, shall break in pieces all the other kingdoms, and shall become a great mountain, and fill the whole earth. Daniel 2:34-35. When the Son is seated on the holy hill of Zion, he shall shiver the rebellious as a potter’s vase with a rod of iron. Psalms 2:9. He rejected the Jews for rejecting the gospel. The bloody empire of the Romans he shook to pieces with the earthquake of civil wars, and avenged the blood of his saints. Revelation 6:12. The enormous limbs of the Ottoman empire, once the scourge of the Arian church, drop from the body by the weight of its crimes. The same sentence seems to be passed against the old governments of India, which neither admit wisdom, nor reform tyranny. The issues shall be the same with all who will not have the Redeemer to reign over them.

Isaiah 60:16. Thou shalt also suck the milk of the gentiles. The Chaldaic turns it, Thou shalt be satiated with the riches of the people. This is coincident with the promise in Isaiah 54:3. Thy seed shall inherit the gentiles.

Isaiah 60:17. For brass I will bring gold, and for iron, silver. This indicates a progress from indigence to a state of glory and affluence beyond conception.

Isaiah 60:18. Violence shall no more be heard in thy land. When the Prince of peace shall have vanquished the world by the power of truth and grace, the sons of Zion shall be as much ashamed of war as highwaymen are of swords and pistols. This was the original state of society in the golden age, sung by all the poets, and favoured by prophets and divines. In the dark ages, our venerable Bede wrote a book, Oracula Sibylina, where the age of peace is sung in beautiful verse. Fenelon, speaking of the same age, says of Betica, “Human blood has never stained that land, and the blood of lambs is rarely shed there.” Jamais le sang humain n’ a rougi cette terre, à peine y voiton couler celui des agneaux.
What then must we think of Hugo Grotius, who can see nothing in this chapter but what belongs to the Jews after their return from Babylon! What can be the ultimate aim of him, and of our new translators of the sacred text, but to substitute philosophy for revelation. Not a word can we find in all their works of the preëxistence of Christ, of original sin, of the real atonement, as stated in Leviticus 16., nor a word about the work of the Holy Spirit on the heart! When the Son of man cometh, at which they now sneer, shall he find faith on the earth?

Isaiah 60:19. The sun shall be no more thy light by day, neither for brightness shall the moon give light to thee, την νυκτα, by night. The old Hebrew sun is already darkened, her moon has waned, her stars have fallen; but in that age the light of God’s countenance shall shine with full-orbed splendour on the church, and in every form of covenant grace; and so brilliantly as to eclipse, in some sort, the orbs of heaven. Language, aided with all the powers of rhetoric, cannot say more.

Isaiah 60:20. Thy sun shall no more go down. The sun of Zion shall set no more, when Jehovah, her Messiah, shall become her everlasting light. The winterly ages of sorrow and sighing shall flee away: Isaiah 35:10. In some more glorious manner than we can now conceive, the Lord will be present with the church. Some have said, in his bodily presence, to live and reign with the saints a thousand years. On a subject so involved in figures, we fear to speak decidedly. Zion will then sing this song, Great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee: Isaiah 12:6. His Glory shall enter in by the east gate, and fill the sanctuary. Ezekiel 43:4-5. The Lord shall come in glory to avenge himself on the enemies of Zion. Zechariah 14:1-11. The full choir shall sing in heaven, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them. Revelation 21:3.

Isaiah 60:21. Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land, or the earth, as the same word is rendered in Malachi 4:6, by longevity, as in Isaiah 65:20-21. But while surrounded with all this exuberance of language, and brilliancy of figure, we must not forget that men will always be born in sin, and have need of conversion. They must also prepare the luxuriant harvests by agriculture, and provide clothing for themselves, by arts and by manufactures. On this head, the promise of the Lord prevents our prayers. I the Lord will hasten it in its time.

REFLECTIONS.
In addition to the general reflections which follow at the end of the book, we must notice here, that the presence and glory of Christ is the best consolation of the church. Sweet is that voice, Thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. Fear not, oh Zion, for I am with thee.

When the Lord comes, the nations will follow; kings and gentiles shall come to thy brightness. They shall fly as a cloud, and as doves to the windows. The abundance of the sea shall come to thee. The gentiles, long walking in darkness, and groaning under the yoke of demons, shall hail the joyful day. The glory of the gospel shall open light and life and righteousness on a guilty world. The earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God, when he shall clothe his saints with salvation.

The earth, as well as the heavens, shall rejoice in all the righteousness which God shall rain down upon his people. Population shall multiply as the sand; cities shall rise, and their gates shall be praise; for the elders that sit there shall be characterized by peace and righteousness, as the prophet had said before, in chap. 35. The glory of Zion in the latter day shall never be followed by a dark day. Thy sun shall no more go down, nor thy moon wane, for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light. The Lord says not, that she shall not be tried: but what can the enemy do without, while glory dwells within. Hail Zion! this is thy hope; and it is near. The Lord will hasten it in its time. 

61 Chapter 61 

Verses 1-11
Isaiah 61:1. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me. Here the Redeemer appears clothed with humanity, and invested with all the high offices of our redemption. Jehovah gave not the Spirit by measure unto him, not at times and seasons; as to the prophets; the fulness of Deity always dwelt in him, and flowed as a fountain. He therefore spake in righteousness, mighty to save: Isaiah 63:1. He had said above, The isles shall wait for my law; and he adds below, I the Lord love judgment. In the days of his flesh he said in the synagogue of Nazareth, To day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears; and the people wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. Luke 4:21-22. The Chaldaic, it is true, makes Isaiah the speaker, but they knew no better; the apology for the Arians who follow that version is inadmissible. To gainsay the words of Christ is with them a small thing.

To preach good tidings to the meek. ענוים enovim, πτωχοις, the poor, the humble, the afflicted. Job 34:28. Psalms 25:9; Psalms 34:11. Proverbs 15:33; Proverbs 22:4. Zephaniah 2:3. Numbers 12:3. Our Saviour did this, according to the words of David. Psalms 37:11. Matthew 5:5.

To bind up the brokenhearted, by preaching deliverance to the captives, and opening of the prison to those that are bound. Cyrus very much cheered the Jews, by the liberation of more than forty thousand; but this was small, when compared with the promises of a full redemption. Jehovah says, By the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. Zechariah 9:11. It is a most humiliating truth, that we have been led captive by the devil at his will; that we are tied and bound with the chain of our sins, and speechless at the bar of God. What can cheer hearts so disconsolate but the voice of him who is sent to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of jubilee, of full redemption from all iniquity, and of restoration to the heavenly inheritance.

Isaiah 61:2. The day of vengeance of our God. Grace must be guarded with justice. Diem ultionis, the final day of perdition to all who despise the riches of his goodness, which leadeth to repentance. Romans 2:4. The Lord passed sentence on the abandoned and unbelieving Jews: Behold, your temple is left unto you desolate—desecrated, demolished. He also pronounced sentence on the rebellious gentiles, bidding the goats on his left hand depart, and burning up the tares with unquenchable fire. The final punishment will be heavy on those who make light of the gospel; while on the other hand, he shall fully comfort mourners, by the full enjoyment of his heavenly kingdom.

Isaiah 61:3. To give unto them beauty for ashes. The Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces, will brighten every countenance with joy, and give the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness. The happy state of the church shall then differ as much from her former state, as a feast differs from a fast. Sackcloth shall be superseded by the white garments of praise, and the peace and joy of God shall inspire every bosom. But better still; this glorious enlargement of Zion shall be a permanent state. The church has long been afflicted with rebellious Reubens, unstable as water; now the saints shall resemble trees or oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord for his glory. Psalms 1:3. This beautiful idea of an enlivened cosmography and agriculture runs through the chapter.

Isaiah 61:4. They shall build the old wastes, or rebuild their houses, as in Isaiah 65:21.

Isaiah 61:6. Ye shall be named the priests of the Lord. Such was the original promise, in Exodus 19:6. God chose the Israelites, if they had obeyed his voice, to be “a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.” Moses indeed did all that a prophet could do, to make the people like the holy patriarchs; but that cannot be done without circumcision of the heart. The carnal Hebrews were chained to duties by the law, but in all ages waited an opportunity to break the restraint, and revel in licentiousness. With the same high and hallowed promises, St. Peter admonishes the christian church to follow after holiness, as becomes our consecration to God. “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a new or peculiar people, to show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 1 Peter 2:9. Hebrews 13:15.

Isaiah 61:9. Their seed shall be known among the gentiles. In India, in central Asia, in Persia, and other foreign states, the Jews are extremely poor and wretched, and are scarcely admitted to any of the privileges of civil society; but when converted to the Messiah, their spiritual birth shall be as life from the dead, filling all the church with joy. We say to the Jews, as Moses to Hobab, Come thou with us, and we will do thee good. Numbers 10:29. Change your name, as this prophet has said, for the new name of Christ, the anointed: Isaiah 62:2; Isaiah 65:15. This change is essential to your title of inheritance. In the Messiah only you have the promise.

Isaiah 61:11. As a garden causeth seeds that are sown in it to spring forth, and is adorned with plants and flowers of exquisite beauty, so shall the church recover from her wilderness state to the glory of Hephzibah and Beulah, as in the next chapter. The Lord will cause his name to be known, and his praises to be sung in all the earth.

REFLECTIONS.
As the plowman can do nothing in the field till the rigours of winter are removed, so the church lay dormant till the promised Prince and Prophet came to Zion, and preached deliverance to the captives. Life attended his voice; light and righteousness opened by his word, and the trumpet of jubilee resounded in all the earth.

Yet we must add, that the prophet foresaw, that those joys would be embraced by the meek only, and by the humble who had long been weary of Satan’s yoke. I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. Zephaniah 3:12. Go and tell John, said the Saviour, that to the poor the gospel is preached.

But though the beginning of the Messiah’s kingdom was small as a grain of mustard seed; yet the consummation shall be glorious, and shall fill the earth. Zion, after all her tears, shall greatly rejoice; shall be clothed with the garments of salvation, with the robe of righteousness, and with all the brilliant costume of the Lamb’s wife. Yea, her glory shall revive the earth, as the verdure revives in the spring. 

62 Chapter 62 

Verses 1-12
Isaiah 62:1. For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace. The Redeemer speaks by his prophet; the zeal of his Father’s house absorbed his soul. He imparted his Spirit to the apostles; they could not be deterred from declaring the resurrection and the glory of their Lord. The same Spirit accompanied St. Paul, in all his labours and travels throughout the Roman world. He said in word and deed, I count not my life dear to me, so that I might testify the gospel of the grace of God, and finish my course with joy. The same Spirit now inspires ministers in some degree for the revival of religion at home, and for the diffusion of the gospel abroad. The prophet indeed meant, that the first drops of the shower should fall on the Jews; but whatever were the graces conferred after their restoration, they were by no means commensurate to all those glorious things spoken of Zion in the latter day.

The prophet thus inspired, would not hold his peace. Why should a minister sit silent while the wicked blaspheme? He would cry, oh altar, against idolatry; and raise his voice against all the wickedness of the land. The prophet would continue his sermons, and conflicts with sin, till the righteousness of Zion should shine out like the rising sun by day, and the burning lamp by night. Isaiah did not live to see the restoration of Israel, but Christ ever liveth to make intercession. He raised up Ezra, Nehemiah, and others; he raised up a Paul, the first minister of the gentile world, who fought a good fight, and died in the faith, that the fulness of the gentiles should come in, and all Israel be saved, as the Lord had promised. Isaiah 59:20. He adds, “for the gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory,” in all the unfoldings of thy counsel and love to thy church and people.

Isaiah 62:2. Thou shalt be called by a new name; by the name of the Lord, thy Maker, and thy husband. Agrippa’s wife assumed the name of Agrippina; and Caius’s wife is called Caia. See more on Isaiah 65:15. Acts 11:26.

Isaiah 62:3. Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord. All the glory of the nations shall encircle thy head, prophets and apostles shall be the gems of thy crown; the Lord himself will rejoice over thee, and cover thee with his glory. 

Isaiah 62:4-5. Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken, a repudiated woman, whose habitation is desolate; but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, that is, my delight. It is not proper to read, my delight is in her, the feminine being understood. Hephzibah was queen to King Hezekiah, a favourite name in Israel. 2 Kings 21:1. And thy land Beulah; that is, married, the bridegroom will dwell with the bride. For as a young man marries a virgin, and delights in the wife of his youth, so will thy God rejoice over thee; or literally, be married to thy children, for the promises of grace are given to the church throughout all generations.

Isaiah 62:6. I have set watchmen upon thy walls, oh Jerusalem. Such is the character of man, that watch and ward must be kept in all cities, and in times of war and danger, upon the walls. The watch was equally set day and night in the temple; the levites there, as in the city, gave the hour of the night. If the captain, on going his rounds, found a centinel asleep, he took out his candle, and ignited his linen dress, and roused him by a severe stroke on the back with the end of his spear. Hence the phrase, “Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments.” Revelation 16:15.

The improvement here to the spiritual watch-men, may be found in Ezekiel 3:17-21. Ye that make mention of the Lord, and blow the trumpet, keep not silence. Be devoted to the double duty of preaching to the people, and praying for the church. Elevate your souls, take a thousand promises with you, rise in the height of argument; for He who has declared his covenant, will confirm all its promises. He has sworn by lifting up his right hand, that the Assyrian armies shall no more devour the harvests and flocks of Israel. Habakkuk 3:17. Therefore, cast up a highway, and lift up a standard, that the people may return from Babylon, and see his salvation.

Isaiah 62:11. Behold the Lord hath proclaimed to the end of the world, by a succession of promises; therefore say now to the daughter of Zion, “Behold thy salvation cometh.” The ancient Versions read, Behold thy Saviour cometh. ישׁעךְ yishâac. ιδου ο σωτηρ σοι. The Latin also is SALVATOR, or Saviour. The constant prayer of the church has been, Oh that the Salvation of Israel were come out of Zion. Psalms 14:7. The corresponding promise is, The Redeemer shall come to Zion. Isaiah 59:20. Such also is the ever-living hope of the christian church. 

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah here, as is the manner of the prophets, by good things that are near, designates better things which are remote. Zion is comforted with the promises of restoration; but alas, with a succession of wars and troubles, which terminated in the final destruction of her temple. But there is a Zion, built above the hills of human power, against which the gates of hell shall not prevail; she is the Zion which shall be made the praise of all the earth. The Lord has given his Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.

Watchmen, lift up your voice; blow the trumpet, give warning to the slumbering world; the danger is as great as their sins. If you tread in the steps of St. Paul, sent to turn the gentiles from darkness to light, and to complete the work he began, let each imagine that he really is St. Paul, preaching everywhere to Jews and Greeks; standing before courts, reasoning of righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to come. At other times declare the power of grace in your own conversion, to promote conversion in those that hear. Thus preach, and work, and fight, that you like him may receive the crown. 

63 Chapter 63 

Verses 1-19
Isaiah 63:1. With dyed garments from Bozrah. Not the Bozrah in Moab, but Bozrah, the capital of Idumea. Perhaps it was because Judas Maccabeus slaughtered twenty thousand of them in one battle, that certain Jews, followed by many Christians, have erroneously understood this passage of that prince. But there was a gate in Jerusalem called the gate of Bozrah, through which the Saviour might pass when sent by Pilate to Herod.

The answer to the question is given by the Messiah. I that speak in righteousness, who am mighty to save. Now, no one but the Messiah published righteousness. He commissioned the king of Assyria, the rod of his anger, to punish the Jews: chap. 10.

Isaiah 63:2. The church asks, Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine vat?
Isaiah 63:3. The Messiah answers, I have trodden the wine-press alone, and of the people there was none with me. Isaiah 59:11; Isaiah 59:16, is much the same, where it is said, there being no intercessor, his own arm brought salvation. These words are not applicable to conquerors at the head of armies; but in the garden of Gethsemane the Saviour interceded alone, the disciples being heavy with sleep.

To the second question, Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, he answers, I will tread them in mine anger—I will stain all my raiment with their blood. The Lord did this when he sent the Romans against Jerusalem, and he will do it more fully when he shall destroy the last enemies of the church. Revelation 19:15.

Isaiah 63:7. I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, in a new song, after the victory obtained by his own arm. To memorialize the gracious cares of providence, and the particular instances of his mercy, would form the most elevated subject of sacred song. Every age, every year, every morning open with mercies ever new.

Isaiah 63:8. He said, surely they are my people. Not feigning, not denying, not degenerating, as the Versions read; so he was their Father, pitying them as a father pitieth his children. In all their afflictions he was afflicted. He was with their fathers in their pilgrimage; he saw them in Egypt, he marched with them through the sea. The cloud of his chariot was seen by Ezekiel, in the oriental lands of their captivity.

Isaiah 63:9. The Angel of his Presence, פניו panaiv, of his face, saved them. The Arians teach in succession that this angel was Michael, or one of the seven angels who stand before the throne. To follow those guides is to make shipwreck of faith. The old rabbins regard this angel as Shaddai, the strong, because he possesses the power of God. The angel named here, is no other than he who led the Hebrews in the desert. Behold, I send an angel before thee. Numbers 23:20. This angel is called the face of God, for he is the brightness of his glory. Hebrews 1:3.

The marvellous works he effectuated demonstrate the glory of his person; he saved and redeemed his servants from all evil and mischief. Genesis 48:16. It was against his Holy Spirit that the Hebrews revolted, and vexed him by their sins.— His names equally designate who he is, for this Angel is called Jehovah. Exodus 33:2; Exodus 13:21; Exodus 14:10; Exodus 14:24. Nec alius is erat quàm Christus. Neither, says Poole, was this Angel any other than Christ, as appears by comparing Acts 8:48, with 1 Corinthians 10:4; 1 Corinthians 10:9. He is also called the angel of the covenant. Malachi 3:1. He is given for a covenant to the people, and is the Mediator of the new covenant. Hebrews 8:3. He is the face of God, for he who has seen the Son, hath seen the Father also. John 14:9. He is the image of the invisible God. Colossians 1:15. For our sake’s he appears in the presence of God, and makes intercession for the transgressors. The general council held at Constantinople in the year 381, confirms the above exposition.

To the scripture testimonies that this angel was the Christ, we may superadd those of the christian fathers. The Latin works of bishop Bull are before me. Ed. London, 1721. Defensio fidei Nicaenæ, &c. He proves, and with common consent, that the angel who appeared to the patriarchs, to Moses at the burning bush, and to the parents of Samson, was the Christ; which appears by his names, by his acts, and by the sacrifices and worship which he received. I will translate his words and extracts.

Justin Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho the Jew, contends that “he who appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre; the Jehovah who from Jehovah in heaven, εκ πατρος των ολων, that is, from the universal parent, rained down fire and sulphur on Sodom; that he who appeared to Jacob in a dream, and afterwards wrestled with him in human form, to console him in his exile; and lastly, that he who appeared to Moses at the burning bush, was the Christ.”—Ed. Paris, 1615. pp. 275, 277.

Of him who appeared to Abraham, and to Moses, Irenæus gives the same sense as Justin. Adv. Hæres. 50, 4. c. 11. Ed. Paris, 1639. “The living God therefore, adored by the prophets, even the living God, and his Word [ λογος] who spake to Moses, and who confounded the sadducees by expounding the resurrection of the dead, is the same Jehovah.”

“Theophilus Antiochenus, writing to Autolycus, asserts that he who appeared to Adam immediately alter the fall was the Son of God, assuming the person of the Father and universal Lord; that he came into paradise in the person of God, and talked with Adam.”

“Tertullian, in his book against the Jews, asserts that he who spake to Moses was the Son of God; but more openly and fully against Praxeas, caput 16. The Son who was the Judge from the beginning, overthrew the proud tower, deluged the whole earth with violent waters, rained on Sodom and Gomorrah fire and sulphur, Jehovah from Jehovah. He it was who always descended to talk with men, from Adam to the patriarchs and prophets, in visions and dreams, in shadows and figures, and guided their affairs from the beginning, everywhere following and instructing them. God conversing with men, could be no other than the WORD, which was made flesh.”

For a superabundance of other short testimonies, bishop Bull refers the student to Origen, to Cyprian, Novatius, and other fathers, which assert that this Angel was the Christ, the Word, the Son of God. In those fathers Christ, and his holy apostles, still speak to us.

How appalling on this head to find Lowth arranged on the opposite side to Bull. It is bishops opposing bishops, and on a vital article of faith. The contamination is general among the dignitaries of the church. Dr. Enfield has published The English Preacher, in nine volumes of sermons, so low in sentiment as to give no offence to the Unitarian reader!

Isaiah 63:10. They rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit. They did so at the waters of Meribah, and at Kadesh-barnea. Numbers 14:11. Psalms 95:10. It was against the Jehovah Elohim that they revolted. This whole passage is therefore properly adduced to prove the doctrine of the adorable Trinity, by the fathers and divines of every succeeding age. Vide Turrentine’s Latin work, an excellent compendium of Theology, Ed. Amsterdam, 1695, pp. 35, 36. Vide Mellificium Theologicum, a Latin commonplace book, containing a hundred thousand heads of theology. The only edition of this invaluable work was printed at Amsterdam, 1658.

Isaiah 63:11; Isaiah 63:14. Then he remembered the days of old, Moses and his people. How he forgave their sins on imperfect acts of repentance; how he led them through the deep, as a horse is led into the water; how he caused them, like a herd of cattle, to go down into the vallies, and feed in peaceful pastures, giving them rest in the promised land. How many are his tender mercies!

Isaiah 63:16. Doubtless thou art our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us. A just avowal that God was more their Father than the holy patriarchs. In trouble, those fathers could not save them; but the Messiah was ever their Saviour, as in Isaiah 62:11; and their Redeemer, as in Job 19:25. Why then do the papists pray to dead men?

Thy name is from everlasting, מעולם me-ôlam, verbatim, from everlasting. So is the liberal reading of Psalms 90:2. From everlasting to everlasting thou art God. The same word occurs in Micah 5:2. The Messiah, born in Bethlehem Judah, whose goings forth were of old from everlasting. This agrees with Psalms 110:3. From the womb of the morning thou hast the dew of thy youth. Proverbs 8:22. Dr. Lowth’s note here is, “But instead of me-ôlam, from everlasting, an ancient manuscript has למען le-mâan, for the sake of, which gives a much better sense.” Thus, to deprive the Redeemer of a text which literally designates his eternity, one solitary Hebrew manuscript must supersede the wide world of Hebrew Bibles! From such comments, Animus luctu refugit, the mind revolts with sorrow. Surely, my friend, Dr. Adam Clarke, in reprinting the whole of Lowth, did not weigh the consequences of such futile criticisms, being himself, on Isaiah 9:6, “unto us a Son is given,” very explicit on the divine nature of Christ. No paternity can be added to the Father, nor filiation to the Son.

Isaiah 63:19. We are thine: thou never barest rule over them. The LXX read, We are as we were at first, when thou didst not rule over us, and when we were not called by thy name. DR. WALL. 

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah, foreseeing the ruin of the Jewish church and nation, looks solely for help and hope to the Redeemer, clothed with a high coloured vesture, baptized and besprinkled with blood. Vengeance he saw would overtake the enemies of the church, and a new Israel would be gathered when this victorious Sovereign should publish righteousness to the heathen, and show himself mighty to save.

His names, his titles, and his offices embolden the confidence of the church. Jehovah, the Elohim, the Divinity, the great Angel of the covenant, who did great and marvellous things for the fathers, is made the only hope of the children. Though they had rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit, anger soon gave way to paternal love. Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, that passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage; he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. Micah 7:18.

Zion therefore sings a new song in the time of sorrow. I will memorialize the lovingkindness of the Lord in all ages past, as arguments and pledges of hope for future years. The Lord will return for his servants’ sake, and pity the ruins and walls of his desecrated Zion, and cause his light and glory to return.

Assuredly, the gift of prophecy to the favoured few, was luminous in the ancient church; they saw the consolations, as well as the sorrows of the saints. And those holy seers always placed the flock under shelter, before the ruder blasts devastated the land. May the same Lord ever hide us in the clefts of the rock. 

64 Chapter 64 

Verses 1-12
Isaiah 64:1. A new scene of prophetic events opens here, where the prophet in time of trouble cries the more in spirit to the Messiah. Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens—and come down. It is strikingly observable, that the promises of the Saviour’s coming were desired and renewed in times of affliction, and in war. Isaiah 7:9. Micah 4:5. Job 19:20-25. In Psalms 85. it is promised that righteousness shall look down from heaven, and truth shall spring out of the earth. So also in Isaiah 45:8. Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. No Jew, accounted orthodox, would dispute St. Paul’s assertion: The second Adam is the Lord from heaven.

Isaiah 64:2. As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil. The lowest coal, as in Somerset and other places, is formed chiefly of sea-weeds, and melts in the fire. But the secondary coal, as at Dudley, Burslem, &c. is formed of timber, and burns as charcoal. The spiritual reference is to the zeal of the Lord, as on Sinai, to redeem, to save and avenge his people, and that in every age of the church, but especially in the great act of our redemption on the cross.

Isaiah 64:4. Men have not heard, nor perceived— what God hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. In the creation the Lord had every possible plan before him, and he has always followed the best. So in regard of redemption, his counsel and love have laid up treasures for them that love him, far beyond all conception. 1 Corinthians 2:9. These are unfolded in the gospel—in the grace in which believers stand—and in the glories of the heavenly kingdom.

Isaiah 64:5. Those that remember thee in thy ways. The rendering of this passage does great violence to theology. It seems to mean that we shall be saved, though we continue in sin, and under God’s wrath! Our translators were led into this error by a servile adherence to Montanus, and some other Latin versions; for they widely differ. Vide Biblia Maxima. Lowth renders the text well. “Thou meetest those with joy, who work righteousness; who in thy ways remember thee. Lo, thou art angry because of our deeds, for we have sinned; we have been rebellious, and are all of us as a polluted thing, like a rejected garment are all our righteous deeds.” Castellio reads this text as an interrogation. He understands the prophet as acknowledging that we have sinned in the Lord’s ways, and that the Lord was wroth; and then asks, How shall we be saved? Others would read, In those things we have sinned for a long time, and yet we have been saved. The present English version revolts the reader; he pauses to make conjectures concerning the sense.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter cannot be restricted to the Jews in Babylon; the prophets were fully aware that the sentence of exile was for seventy years. Besides, the Romans burnt the temple, and laid the cities waste, as well as the Chaldees. Hence as the scriptures were designed to comfort the church at all times, we must regard the prophet as praying for the final reëstablishment of Zion, when she should no more be defiled.

Let us learn of him, fervently to pray for the glory of the church, accompanied by an abhorrence of our own righteousness, and an ample confession of all our sins. Let us learn to pray as they did, for a discovery of those secret things which eye hath not seen nor ear heard, but which the Lord hath prepared for them that love him. For as God delivered Israel from Egypt, by means unheard of and unknown before; and as he most singularly instructed the learned Greeks by plain apostles, so in the glory of the latter day he will show a thousand marvels in converting the gentile world, and in restoring his believing people, a remnant of Israel.

Let us also adore the goodness of God, in giving the holy prophets such clear views of his justice in the burning of Jerusalem for its wickedness, and the temple for being polluted with idols. They saw the city and sanctuary in flames, and spake of it to a scoffing people, to promote repentance and reformation. 

65 Chapter 65 

Verses 1-25
Isaiah 65:4. Which remain among the graves. The LXX add, dream. Perhaps Jude had this text in his eye, when he calls the wicked “filthy dreamers.”

See Augustine’s city of God. Which eat swine’s flesh, forbidden by the law, Leviticus 11:26, as less healthy than beef and mutton, and tending to scrophulous disease, as stated by Dr. Buchan.

Isaiah 65:10. The valley of Achor. This valley was very fertile, a presentiment of what the earth shall be in the latter day. Another prophet makes the same remark. Hosea 2:15.

Isaiah 65:11. Ye prepare a table for that troop. Hebrews for Gad, good fortune. They worshipped the stars, Mercury, Mars, and others, for good luck. The heathens worshipped them as a goddess, and exposed themselves to the satire of their poets.

Nullum numen abest, si sit prudentia: sed te Nos facimus, fortuna, deum cœloq; locamus. There wants no god where prudence doth preside, But we fond fools have fortune deified.
Isaiah 65:13. Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry. While the Romans besieged Jerusalem, the famine so prevailed in the city that they destroyed one another for food, and delicate women, as Moses had foretold, ate the fruit of their own bodies. Deuteronomy 28:56. Meanwhile, the christians, having been driven out by persecution, were growing rich in gentile cities; and on the approach of the Roman armies, those that remained fled to Pella beyond the Jordan, where they found peace and protection. Eusebius’s Ecclesiastes Hist.
Isaiah 65:15. God shall slay thee, oh unbelieving Jew, as all the history of this people proves, since the burning of their city and temple by the Romans. Then God shall call his servants by another name—Christians, after Christ their Saviour and their Lord. Surely this is a striking prediction. See the general Reflections at the end of this book.
Isaiah 65:16. Shall bless himself in the God of truth. באלהי אמן Bealohe Amen, in the God Amen. This is the title of Christ, of him who speaks, and no man can disannul his word. Revelation 3:14. These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witness.

Isaiah 65:17. Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth. Whatever part of the Jews may be gathered to their own land, will not, it would seem, continue long under their old dynasty. The Messiah’s laws will soon supersede those of Moses, according to the current language of the new covenant.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with the calling of the gentiles, and the rejection of the jews. Romans 10:20-21. Consequently, though Isaiah addressed those awful things to the jews of his own times; yet he looked forwards to happier days. The Lord stretched out his hands to a rebellious and idolatrous people, who practised necromancy in burial grounds; and the Lord latterly stretched out his hands by our Saviour to a stiffnecked and obdurate age, However, the gospel was graciously welcomed among the gentiles.

The sin of eating the flesh and the broth of abominable things, and doing worse than the heathen, was peculiarly provoking to the Lord; and justifies the severe strokes of his providence in visiting upon them, both their own sins and the sins of their fathers.

When God destroyed the idolaters by the Babylonians, and the unbelievers by the Romans, he left a remnant, as the seeds in a cluster of grapes, in order that the counsel of his grace and love might take effect. A remnant returned from Babylon, to inherit the mountain of the Lord; and in the Roman times a remnant inherited the mountain of our christian Zion, while another, yea an unbelieving remnant was dispersed on the face of the whole earth.

From the seventeenth verse the promises of the restoration of Jerusalem, under a new heaven and a new earth, or an infinitely better state of things, are so far superior to anything that happened after the Babylonian captivity, that we must either understand them of the latter-day glory, or believe that the prophets were deranged, and the apostles wicked in applying them to the times of the restitution of all things. Acts 3:21. It is introduced with, “Behold, I create!” And surely a note of admiration was never better employed. It is the jewish and gentile converts made one in Zion, under an entire new heaven of government, grace and love, as illustrated in the general reflections at the end of this book. 

66 Chapter 66 

Verses 1-24
Isaiah 66:1. The heaven is my throne. This chapter applies to Isaiah’s time, as well as to future times; and though the Lord rejected the impure worship of the temple, yet he would dwell with the contrite and with the tremblers at his word. It seems from the connection to import, that God would forsake his sanctuary, and dwell with those who worship him in spirit and in truth.

Where is the house that ye build unto me? These words are spoken to designate the grandeur and immensity of the supreme Being; and by consequence, to shame and condemn the degenerate Jews, who joined the worship of God with their abominable idols.

Isaiah 66:2-3. To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and contrite. But if these dispositions be wanting, he who kills an ox is as offensive as he who slays a man. The heathen have said that the sacrifices of men are not acceptable to the gods, unless their lives be agreeable. The ox, a rich man’s sacrifice, was rejected, while the poor man’s tears were accepted.

Isaiah 66:6. A voice from the city, crying and bewailing its most calamitous situation, when surrounded by the Roman armies. This is followed by a voice from the temple; for voices were then heard in the holy place, saying, Let us go hence. Josephus’s wars of the Jews, book 7. chap. 12.

Isaiah 66:8. Shall a nation be born at once? The prophet foresaw the sudden spread of the gospel, rising like the sun on the gentile world. We have equal ground of hope, that the conversion of the jews will be a spontaneous work, as “life from the dead.” See on Psalms 19. Isaiah 2.

Isaiah 66:15-16. The Lord will come with fire—by fire and sword will he plead with all flesh. It is ridiculous to attempt an application of these words to the return from Babylon, or to Judas Maccabeus. No doubt they associate with the destruction of the last enemies of the church, as in chap. 63. Ezekiel 39. Revelation 19.

Isaiah 66:17. המתקדשׂים והמשׂהרים אל הגנות אחר אחד בתוךְ They sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens, behind one tree, or behind every one, or one after another. Every biblical critic seems dissatisfied with the numerous readings of the Versions. Emendations of the Hebrew seem also to be irrelevant. The learned Professor Michaelis, who has admirably relieved many texts, contends here that one tree is a mistake for Ahad or Adad, as appears from a passage in Iamblicus. “Before all things that exist,” says this Egyptian philosopher, “and before the first origin of beings, there is but one God, θεος εισ, who continues in the solitude of his unity.” Dr. William Stukeley, quoting as above, notes here, This only God they worshipped all over the east, under the name of Adad or Ahad—One. Macrobius saturn, lib. 1:23. Euseb. Præp. Evang. 10:38. “From this One,” continues Iamblicus, “that God, who is his own original, αυταρκης, kindled himself, εαυτον εξελαμψε. Wherefore he is also called his own Father, and his own origin; for he is the origin of beings, and the God of gods. One of One, before any thing existed, προυστιος, and before the beginning of existence. For from him comes the possibility of being, and being itself, νοηταρχης.” Iamb. de Myst. Ægyp. § 8:2.

“The above,” continues Dr. Stukeley, “may be regarded as a fragment of the true patriarchal faith. The Egyptians believed that Ahad, or the true God, never approached his worshippers, without being attended with a train of inferior spirits, who were also to be worshipped with sacrifice and prayer.” Iamb. 5:21. This then is the worship of Ahad in the midst of idols, or in their imaginary train of other spirits, against the worship of which idols or angels, Isaiah here denounces a curse.

Isaiah 66:19. I will send those that escape—to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud. That is, to Egypt, Ethiopia, or the countries of Africa, To Tubal, or Spain; and to Javan, or Greece. Jeremiah 46:9. Ezekiel 35.

Isaiah 66:21. I will also take of them for priests. This the law of Moses did not allow; therefore in the christian church, only the converts made a royal priesthood, or kings and priests unto God. 1 Peter 2:9. Revelation 1:6. Isaiah 61:6.

Isaiah 66:23. From one new moon to another. There were mysteries in the levitical law not yet unfolded.

GENERAL REFLECTIONS 
On the Glory of the Latter Day.
Glorious things are spoken of thee, oh city of God. Unto Jesus thy Messiah gave all the prophets witness, searching diligently what the Spirit did signify, which spake in them of the salvation which is come unto us. Thy towers shall rise, and thy glory shall shine forth, when the glory of the nations shall vanish away.

In the illustration of these prophecies, the rabbins who lived before our Redeemer appeared on earth, the new-testament writers, and the fathers of the primitive church, are all agreed in referring them to the Messiah. Hence while resting our faith on those unspeakable glories promised to the christian church, we have only to combat a few unprincipled critics, who either secretly or openly deny the Godhead and glory of Christ. They would fain restrict all those promises to the prosperity of the Jews after their return from Babylon, and absolutely expound the ministry of those holy men, as referring to wine and the good things of this life. Their system is however considerably embarrassed by the positive assurances, that Jerusalem should no more be defiled and trodden down of the heathen; that she should be the joy of the whole earth, and an eternal excellency. This long and most instructive dispersion of Israel by the Romans disconcerts their theory, and throws a gloom of embarrassment on plans secretly designed to destroy the credid of prophecy, and to rob the church of her hope.

As the prophecies of the Messiah’s kingdom and glory lie scattered throughout the psalms, the prophets, and the new testament, and as the largest collection of them is found in the latter part of Isaiah, it is proper to review them here. They form a regular series; they rise in order, and terminate in the glory of a celestial day. The deity and humanity of Christ— his descent in the line of David—the atonement for sin—the issuing forth of the gospel law from Jerusalem—the effusion of the Spirit, with all his graces and gifts—are all most amply laid down in a grand scale of luminous predictions.

But it is the conversion of the gentiles to the faith and worship of Christ, as mentioned in a hundred places, to which our attention shall be first directed. During the dark ages of the church, we must confess that zeal has slumbered; but now heaven seems to have roused the energies of the faithful; and we have a more encouraging prospect than ever, that the kingdoms of the gentiles shall be converted to the Lord. It is only possible in this place barely to enumerate the extraordinary labours of Francis Xavier for ten years, on the coasts of Indostan; the success of Ricci, who laboured alone for eighteen years in China; and the success of the Jesuits in South America. A larger account may be seen in my Introduction to Christianity. But the whole protestant church seems now alive, and glowing with desire for the conversion of the heathen. The Moravians have done what they could in corners of the earth. Dr. Coke in the West-India mission, and Dr. Vanderkemp in Caffraria, discovered great perseverance, and were singularly owned with success, while younger men are completing their work.

The grand object of our hope is, the efforts made in London, and in India, to diffuse the holy scriptures in every language of the earth, so far as it is in the power of the societies established for that purpose. Dr. Buchanan, in his sermon on the Star in the East, informs us that there are editions of the new testament, and some of the old testament, circulating in fifteen languages of Indostan, of Tartary, and Cochin China; and that they are received with an avidity which cannot be described. These are most hopeful preparations for missionaries to follow, and rescue the poor heathens from the gross darkness of gentile superstition. The sacred volume is now circulated in almost two hundred languages and dialects.

It is of importance also to remark, that the political changes which have recently taken place in the earth, seem highly favourable to the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. The great Russian empire exhibits a very favourable appearance for the Greek church to spread the gospel in the east. That empire has extended itself to the Caspian sea, to the confines of China, and to the northern and eastern extremities of the continent. Including all variety of soil and climate, of vegetable and mineral productions, it has a vast commerse within itself. The way is therefore open for civilization, literature, and the gospel of peace, to go hand in hand through all the provinces of northern Asia.

The Mahomedan empire, so long the scourge of the church, is now crumbling to pieces, and likely to be divided by christian powers. Many of the pachas, by asserting their independence, have so enfeebled the body, that it cannot move its enormous limbs. The fall of this empire will have a happy tendency to emancipate the long captive church, and the diffusion of knowledge, to raise it above superstition, that the candlestick may once more give light to the oriental world.

The commercial and colonial influence of the European nations, which annually encreases, is another inviting circumstance to send missionaries to the heathen. The way is as open as we could reasonably expect it, and the work is opposed by none of the sovereigns of Europe. The colonies enrich us with their best productions; and if we make no efforts to impart to them the true riches, we shall be altogether inexcusable in the sight of God, and prove to the infidel at home that we do not believe the religion we profess.

It is true that soberminded christians would not wish to go before the Lord, but like prompt and faithful servants, they would acquiesce in the intimations of his will. It is quite evident, not only from the preseding considerations of the favourable state of the world for this work, but from the apparent accomplishment of several prophecies, that this is really the time for the enlargement of Christ’s kingdom. The two thousand three hundred days, that is years of Daniel, for the God of heaven to cleanse the sanctuary, are expired, or nearly so. Daniel 8:13-14. Likewise, the fall of the tenth part of the city by a great earthquake, and the slaughter of the seven thousand men, seem to have been strikingly accomplished by the French revolution. Their bidding defiance to the powers of the Pontificate was sudden and unexpected as an earthquake, and attended with the slaughter of more than a million of men. The aggrandisements of this empire are declarations to the world, that the temporal powers of the pope exist no more. There are now no disputes about the doctrine of the two swords. The reformed churches have uniformly considered this empire as that tenth part of the city, and it is sufficiently evident they were not mistaken, for none of the protestant nations were agitated with such great political commotions. This great empire, situate in the centre of the catholic community, having abolished all persecution for religious sentiments, having annihilated the tyrannical parts of the papal power, and exposed relics, images, and every priestly artifice, to the utmost degradation and contempt, must thereby have applained the way for the total destruction of idolatry, and afforded a favourable moment for christianity in France, Italy, and Spain, to assume her primitive character of purity and love. It fully appears that the Roman catholic communion shall ultimately be purified from idolatry and superstition.

We proceed to illustrate two more prophecies, which seem farther to indicate, that this is the time for the universal spread of the gospel. The Son of man shall send his angels, (or ministers) with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Matthew 24:31. I saw an angel, says John, fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred, tongue and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory unto him; for the hour of his judgment is come. And worship him that made heaven and earth, the sea and the fountains of water. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen. Revelation 14:6-8. From these and other corresponding passages, we derive information of a very important and consolatory nature.

(1) That the gospel shall he preached in every nation and language.

(2) That it shall be preached amidst the four winds, or commotions and wars which shall agitate the whole world.

(3) That the holy angels shall superintend the missions, and influence the pagans to renounce their idols, and to worship Him who made the heavens and the earth.

The ways and means by which religion shall be revived at home and propagated abroad, are also predicted. The Spirit of life from God shall enter into his two faithful witnesses, and they shall be exalted to heaven in presence of their enemies. Revelation 11:1-12. They are called God’s two witnesses, because that number is competent for evidence in courts of justice; but they comprehend the great cloud and succession of witnesses who have prophesied in sackcloth during the ages of antichrist. They have been massacred in every country of Europe, and their dead bodies treated with horrible indignities. The extermination of heretics has been celebrated by jubilees at Rome, and by great rejoicings amongst the papal princes. Their situation however shall be completely reversed. After three days and a half, that is, about the expiration of the twelve hundred and sixty years, the Lord shall raise up abundance of ministers in the spirit of the holy martyrs; and they shall be exalted to heaven, or exceedingly honoured for their wisdom, piety, and labours. From ministers so peculiarly endowed with the spirit of faith and love, we may expect a success in the propagation of the gospel, correspondent to the prophecies concerning the latter-day glory of the church. The work at first will of course be arduous and slow, but having once obtained the “handful of corn,” it will multiply to an abundant harvest. Psalms 72:16.

The missionaries will not have proceeded far with their work among the heathen, before God will afford his church extraordinary consolation and aid by the call and conversion of the Jews; or as Dr. Thomas Burner thinks, a remnant of the Jews. All their hopes are founded upon prophecy, and from prophecy alone will they receive conviction. Whenever they have a prospect that the gentile world will receive the faith of Christ, they will perceive that providence is about to establish the christian expositions of those prophecies, and to refute the expositions of their rabbins. In evidence so divine and strong they cannot but acquiesce, and be ashamed to be the last to do homage to their king. Hitherto this work has been obstructed by the immorality of the christian world. But being wearied, on the one hand, with their misguided expectations of a temporal Messiah, and perceiving on the other, the success of the gospel among the heathen, their ancient prejudices will vanish. The veil which is upon their hearts, when Moses and the prophets are read, shall be taken away. They will see their scriptures full of this important truth, that the Messiah was to be cut off, and his soul made an offering for sin, before he was to see his seed, to prolong his days, and before the pleasure of the Lord was to prosper in his hand: chap. 53. Thus Jews and Gentiles shall be joined in one: Isaiah 54:55.

The dispersion of the Jews, and their preservation as a distinct people, exhibit a grand and instructive scheme of providence. According to the prediction of Moses they are scattered on the face of the whole earth, from under one end of heaven to the other. Deuteronomy 28:64. They have rejected the Prophet of whom he spake, and therefore the Lord hath cut them off from the land which he gave to their fathers. They demonstrate, among all nations, the sad consequences of making light of the gospel and rejecting the Messiah. But the judgments of God have mercy for their object. The tedious winter shall be succeeded by a reviving spring. If they abide not still in unbelief, God is able to graft them in again. Blindness in part has happened to Israel, until the fulness of the gentiles is come in: and so all Israel shall be saved in the day of the Lord. Romans 11:25-26.

From the manner in which God has preserved his ancient people, we cannot but think that he designs them to contribute their share in the establishment of his kingdom of righteousness. Resident or wandering among all commercial nations, and perfectly acquainted with their habits, religions and languages, they want only “the residue of the Spirit,”

Malachi 2:15, to constitute them an army of missionaries. Their situation too is peculiarly happy for promoting the conversion of many nations on the shores of Asia and Africa. When that is the case, Ethiopia, the country of black people, shall soon stretch out her hands unto God. Psalms 68:31. Of this we may be confident, that whenever it shall please the Almighty to pour out his Spirit upon his servants and handmaidens, their sermons will not be lukewarm, but animating and powerful, like those of St. Paul. The whole christian church will be revived by the work, and filled with acclamations of joy and thanksgiving. If the casting away of Israel were the reconciling of the world, by the conversion of the gentiles, what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead? Romans 11:15.

The difficulties of the work are assuredly very great, but not too great for Omnipotence. Having begun a divine work in the earth, he will not leave it unfinished, but will carry it on to the day of Christ. The age of righteousness shall succeed the ages of wickedness. His work shall be revived, and his gospel propagated with a power which shall bid defiance to the sneers of infidelity, and the wide influence of hoary idolatry. Every valley shall be exalted, every mountain and hill shall he made low; the crooked places shall be made straight, and the rough places plain; and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Isaiah 40:4-5. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and he is the governor among the nations. Psalms 22:27-28. The creature itself, made subject to the vanity of idols, shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. Surely those engaged in the divine work cannot want support for their faith.

But reason also, detached from revelation, affords now a brighter prospect than it afforded at any former period, that the religion of Jesus shall become the religion of the whole world. It is so benevolent in principle, so simple and sublime in its worship, so glorious in its expectations, and so well adapted to the present state of man, as to harmonize every moral difficulty, to captivate every candid enquirer, and to confound every system of error and idolatry. Indeed, if we except the apostate ages of the church, nothing as yet ever could resist effectively its beauty and force. It brought destruction on the Jews, by their wilful blindness; it captivated the enlightened Greeks; it softened the ferocious Romans, and converted the barbarous nations who once inhabited the north of Europe.—Among the polished Chinese, it carried all before it, until the idolaters opposed its progress by the sword. Hence, from past experience, and from the success of present feeble essays, little doubt can be entertained, if a well-conducted mission was established in every pagan nation, the time would fast approach, when the kingdoms of this world would become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. But let us rejoice with trembling; for in that eventful day, God will awfully punish the unbelieving world. There is scarcely a text which speaks of the kingdom of Christ, but it either expresses or implies the destruction of the powers and states who resist the progress of the gospel. When he shall take the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession, he will destroy his enemies, as a potter’s vessel is broken with a rod of iron. Psalms 2. The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. Isaiah 60:12.

It is apparent from several of the prophets, but we must not speak with confidence, that the Jews, when partially returned to their own land, shall be assailed with trouble. Their riches, commerce and prosperity, may excite the envy and avarice of the unbelievers, and the defenceless state of the country embolden their passion for military enterprizes. This will probably be the eventful moment, when the lying spirit shall go forth out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, to the mahomedan kings of the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. Revelation 16:13-14. The ostensible plea for this allied invasion of Judea may be, (for those who engage in war are careful to justify themselves) that the aggrandisement and prosperity of the Jewish Theocracy threaten to subvert their kingdoms, and monopolize their commerce. Be that as it may, these hardened princes shall combine, and enter the holy land with vast multitudes of their ungodly hosts, and exceedingly alarm and terrify the Jews. “In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddon; and the land shall mourn, every family apart. And they shall look on him whom they have pierced.” Zechariah 12. Their expectations of deliverance shall be in the crucified Messiah; and by some manifestation of himself he will come and deliver them. In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and he that is feeble among them shall be as David. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judea and against Jerusalem. All that burden themselves with it shall be cut to pieces, though all the people of the earth were gathered against it. Zechariah 12:2; Zechariah 12:8. Ezekiel, in his views of this awful destruction of the infidel world, seems to have been more favoured than any of the ancient prophets. In the thirty eighth and thirty ninth chapters, we are informed at large, that the allied hosts of Gog and Magog shall assemble from Persia, Ethiopia, and the countries which surround Judea; that taking advantage of the unfortified state of the country, they shall combine to ravage it; that the Lord shall destroy them with hail and flames of fire, leaving but a sixth part to escape, and that the burying of their dead bodies shall continue seven months. Ezekiel 39:11-12. Revelation 20:8-9.

The most sublime description of Christ’s coming to destroy those who will not have him to reign over them, is found in the nineteenth chapter of the Revelation. I saw heaven opened, says John, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called faithful and true, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and be had a name written that no man knew but himself; and he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and his name is called the Word of God. The armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean; and out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations. He shall rule them with a rod of iron, and shall tread the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.—And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come, gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men; and the flesh of horses, and the flesh of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both bond and free, both small and great.—And I saw the BEAST, and the kings of the earth, gathered together to make war against Him that sat on the horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone; and the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat on the horse, and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

This extraordinary passage cannot refer to the day of judgment. In no sense will the fowls then feast on the wicked. It speaks unquestionably of that day in which he will come to destroy the enemies of truth and righteousness, and to establish his kingdom in all the earth. It is highly probable that it solely refers to the last efforts of mahomedanism to oppose the spiritual reign of Christ. John having described the rise of that empire in chapter the ninth, it was proper he should also describe its destruction. Mahomedanism in the east, and the Pontificate in the west, have both been considered as antichrist, and the scourge of God to the apostate church. The former seems to be denominated the false prophet, and the latter the beast. But others are of opinion that the beast signifies the temporal powers, and the false prophet the spiritual errors of Mahomed’s antichristian empire.

The succession of great and good men, who have distinguished themselves in the cause of christianity, have generally agreed that the age of righteousness shall succeed that of wickedness. Barnabas affirms, that after six thousand years, the Lord will introduce the sabbatical millennium of righteousness and peace. He assures us that the six days employed in the creation are typical of the six thousand years of labour and sorrow which should afflict mankind; and that the seventh day is expressive of the repose which God will grant his church in the latter day. Hermas, who is mentioned by St. Paul, intimates that God will purify his church from all hypocrisy and vice, and that he will unite the hearts of all men in faith and charity. But the testimony of Papias, the disciple of St. John, conferred the greatest sanction on the doctrine of the millennium, because it was supposed that he best understood the mind of his master on this subject. After these, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Irenæus, Nepos, Origen, Victorinus, Lactantius, and Sulpicius Severus, have borne their testimony to this consolatory doctrine.

It is however presumed, that as these holy and venerable fathers were mistaken in some circumstances respecting the antichrist, they are mistaken also with respect to the personal reign of Christ on earth, for a thousand years, previously to the general resurrection. This notion placed the doctrine of the millennium quite too high. It has given great offence to learned men, and induced them to explain the prophecies concerning it in a very absurd and childish manner. It is plain enough, from several passages in Isaiah, that mankind will always be born in sin, and have need of regeneration; that human life will ever be attended with labour and sorrow, and that sin and death will not be entirely abolished during the age of righteousness. Hence we may fairly conclude, that a world in which these evils are not removed, cannot be the residence of the Lord of life and glory for a thousand years.

On this subject, further notice of the opinions of the primitive fathers is not immediately requisite, since they very judiciously express themselves, for the most part, in the language of the sacred scriptures. In this we shall endeavour to imitate them, and class the predicted blessings under proper heads. May the Almighty, in great condescension, grant us the wisdom and comfort which these exalted and glorious predictions are calculated to inspire! There is no doubt but that the evidences of revelation shall be renewed in such a way as to be pleasing to the Redeemer, and proper for the church.

The happy age before us, which has been so long the cheering theme of prophecy, and the support of the church in all her struggles with the pagan and the papal beast, shall be ushered in by a personal, though transient, manifestation of the Son of God. Behold, says John, he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him; they also who have pierced him shall wail because of him. Revelation 1:7. This passage has an evident allusion to the twelfth chapter of Zechariah: “and they shall look on him whom they have pierced.” Hence it is the more proper to apply it to the manifestation of the Son of God at this eventful period. Whom the heavens, says Peter, must receive until the times of the restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. Acts 3:21. Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those infidel nations, as when he fought for Joshua in the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that day on the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof towards the east, and towards the west, and there shall be a great valley; and half the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear nor dark. But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day nor night; but it shall come to pass at evening time it shall be light. Zechariah 14:4-8. Those who apply this passage to the darkness at our Saviour’s crucifixion, assume a liberty not permitted to the Evangelists; and they forget that he did not then slaughter his enemies, and rend the mountain with his feet.

The glorious manifestation of the Son of God shall, at the same instant, be accompanied with happy events, both in the kingdom of nature and of grace. The bodies of all the holy martyrs, who during the pagan and antichristian persecutions, were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the word of God, shall be raised up from the dead. Their useful lives were shortened on earth, and therefore God shall honour them with an earlier resurrection; and it seems, with an angelic ministry in his kingdom: they shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. Revelation 20:4-6. Where this reign of Christ and the holy martyrs shall be, we are not permitted to know: it is said only, “I saw thrones, and they sat upon them.” It is also said by the twenty four elders, Thou hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth. Revelation 5:10. Our Lord said that the children of the resurrection are equal to the angels; and St. Paul has distinguished their offices by the dignified appellatives of thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers. It is therefore not improbable but the holy martyrs will be raised to an angelic ministry in the kingdom of heaven, and to superintend the church in all that glorious prosperity which they so often prayed for and desired while on earth. The Lord will create upon every dwellingplace of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies a cloud and a smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence. Isaiah 4:5. Should this application of these prophecies be admitted, it by no means follows, that those who sit on the thrones, and the reigning martyrs, will visibly converse with mortals; therefore, all the objections which have been made against their reigning with Christ on earth fall to the ground. This is a moderate opinion, and was embraced by the learned Lactantius.

To the victory of our Lord over the infidel world, shall immediately succeed the binding and imprisonment of Satan in the bottomless pit for a thousand years. “After that, he must be loosed for a little season.” Revelation 20:3. How glorious will be the state of the church, and flourishing the work of grace upon the soul, when the host of demons are chased away from this lower region, and their places supplied with the holy martyrs; when we shall have every spiritual aid, and no spiritual obstruction.

The manifestation of our Lord is also represented as attended with “a great and mighty earthquake.” Zechariah 14:5. This, with other changes which will then take place in the kingdom of nature, may produce the most benignant effects on the elements, and on the fertility of the earth. The barrenness of the ground, and the obstructions to husbandry, were designed to punish and restrain the wickedness of the nations; and when the wickedness shall be diminished, we have a moral certainty, that the righteous God will proportionably diminish the difficulties of agriculture. The holy scriptures put this beyond a doubt, and assure us that the produce of the earth shall then exceed all possible calculation. So luxuriant shall be the harvest, that it shall continue till the vintage, and the vintage shall continue till the seedtime. The mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk. The rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come out of the house of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim. Joel 3:18. Then shall the earth yield its encrease, and God, even our own God, shall bless us. Psalms 67:6.

The encrease of population shall correspond with the abundance of vegetation, and with the agricultural industry of the husbandman. A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation. They of the city shall flourish and multiply like grass, and the strangers that dwell among them shall be as the dust of the earth. The city is to be greatly enlarged, from the tower of Hananeel to the gate of the corner, and the measuring line is to go forth to the hill Gareb, and compass about unto Goath. All the waste and desolate places shall be inhabited, and the holy land enlarged to the original extent promised to Abraham, and far beyond what the tribes of Israel formerly possessed, for the accommodation of its numerous inhabitants. Genesis 15:18-21. Ezekiel 47:13-21. Disease and death are no longer to prevail as they have done, since the day of provocation in the wilderness; the voice of weeping shall no more be heard, nor the voice of crying. Human life shall be extended to the age of the patriarchs, and peace and joy shall be the portion of God’s people. Isaiah 65:17-25.

Great and inestimable are the blessings already enumerated, but they are very inconsiderable, if compared with the graces and talents which God shall communicate to the saints, and with the unction of the Spirit which shall rest on all religious assemblies. The pentecost will then extend to all the earth, and every nation exhibit primitive christianity, arrived at a vigorous maturity. The superabundance of knowledge, graces and gifts, will in some sort constitute the whole church a royal priesthood to the Lord. They shall all be righteous; and they shall no more teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know him from the least to the greatest. The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. The public worship of that age will have a striking resemblance of heaven, and the immense congregations be overshadowed with the divine presence. All hardness and obduracy shall be removed from the mind, all iniquity forgiven; and the laws of Christ shall be written on every heart. His glory shall enter the holy temple in Judea by the east gate, and dwell on the mercyseat. He will make the place of his feet glorious in the midst of them, and he will beautify the house of his glory. His dominion also shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. Amen. 

